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This invention relates generally to foliage display struc 
tures and more particularly, relates to an improved struc 
ture for an artificial foliage display having novel chuck 
means for attaching branches, sprigs of foliage, fruit or 
flowers thereto. - 

Foliage display structures of the general character with 
which this invention is concerned have heretofore con 
sisted of an elongate, hollow tubular member intermittent 
ly curved along the length thereof and holder means 
for sprigs of foliage, fruit or flowers provided at spaced 
apart intervals along the length of the tube. Such holder 
means usually have consisted of a hollow boss or short 
length of similar tubing secured transverse to the elon 
gate tubular member at desired angles and locations so 
that a supporting framework for the foliage, fruit or 
flowers was achieved which generally simulated the con 
figuration of the completed display structure. The boss or 
short length of tubing was open at its free end to provide 
a socket into which the foilage member could be tele 
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scopically engaged. It was common to provide one such . 
length of tubing for each artificial foliage member. 

Such previous structures contributed to disadvantages 
which substantially impaired the desirability of the prod 
uct. The assembled main tubular member and the many 
bosses or shorter tubular members secured thereto at 
different angles contributed to a bulky package for ship 
ment and storage as well as a heavy article for handling 
during set-up of the display structure. The cost of 
attaching the shorter lengths of tubing, as by soldering, 
also was substantial. Further, in order to retain the 
artificial foliage member in place, it was necessary to 
provide a sufficiently long stem on the foliage member so 
that the weight of the exposed end of the foliage would 
not pull the foliage member out of its telescopic connec 
tion. . - 
The foregoing and other disadvantages are substantially 

eliminated by the improved artificial foliage display struc 
ture embodying the invention. Accordingly, it is a princi 
pal object of the invention to provide such an improved 
foliage display structure. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a dis 
play structure of the character described which is com 
prised of an elongate tubular member intermittently 
curved or bent along the length thereof, said tubular 
member having novel chuck means for removably se 
curing artificial foliage members thereto in the vicinity 
of said bends. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a display 
structure of the character described in which said chuck 
means comprises a socket or opening in the tubular mem 
ber formed by removing or slicing a segment from the 
circumferential wall of the tubular member, said opening 
having its center substantially coinciding with the longi 
tudinal axis of the tubular member. 

Other objects of the invention are to provide a dis 
play structure of the character described which is eco 
nomical to manufacture and assemble; which is collapsi 
ble for convenient and economical storage and shipment; 
and which is capable of highly versatile use. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a display 

structure of the character described having a novel 
pedestal or base for supporting the same upright, said 
pedestal or base capable of being modified for Support 
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2 
of a plurality of such elongate tubular members, as de 
sired. - - 

The foregoing and other objects of the invention will 
become apparent from the ensuing description thereof. 
A preferred embodiment has been described in detail in 
the specification and illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings. Minor variations in the size, arrangement, con 
struction and proportion of the several parts may occur 
to the skilled artisan without departing from the scope 
or sacrificing any of the advantages of the invention. 

In the drawings, wherein the same characters of refer 
ence have been employed to designate the same or equiva 
lent parts throughout the several figures thereof: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the artificial foliage 
display structure embodying the invention. - 

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the novel pedestal for the 
display structure embodying the invention. 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken through 
the said pedestal with the elongate. tubular members in 
place thereon. 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary elevational view of the main 
elongate tubular member of said structure with portions 
broken away to illustrate the manner in which an artificial 
foliage member is removably secured in the chuck means. 

FIG. 5 is a front elevational view of a portion of the 
elongate tubular member showing said chuck means. 

FiG. 6 is a fragmentary elevational view of the elon 
gate tubular member embodying the invention albeit, 
of a different configuration. . 

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary elevational view of an elon 
gate tubular member for use in said display structure in 
which the member has still another configuration. 

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a modified form of 
pedestal. 

Referring now to the drawings, the display structure 
embodying the invention is designated generally by the 
reference character. 20. As seen in FIG. 1, same is 
adapted to be supported in upright position on a pedestal 
22 in simulation of a bush or tree. Two separated ver 
tical foliage formations are illustrated in FIG. 1, how 
ever, the principles of the invention encompass a display 
structure having one or more than two vertical foliage 
formations using either the pedestal 22 as illustrated, or 
Some other form of support or base means. 
Each of the vertical foliage formations 20 in FIG. 

1 is merely representative of an embodiment of the in 
vention capable of being achieved. Variations in con 
figuration, length, type of foliage secured thereon and 
the like within a wide range are contemplated. A for 
mation 20 is... comprised of an elongate hollow, tubular 
member 24 of any desired length depending upon the 
height of the display structure sought to be realized. 
Wrought iron, aluminum or other hollow metallic tub 
ing can be employed which is suitable for bending and 
retaining the bent-shape worked thereinto. 
The tubular member 24 is provided along its length 

with a plurality of bends 26a through 26f at spaced apart 
intervals. The distance between bends need not be uni 
form and the directions of the bends need not be the 
same. However, the angle of each bend must be suf 
ficient to enable the novel chuck means 30 to be pro 
vided in the vicinity of each such bend. 

Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, the chuck means 30 may 
be seen to comprise an opening or socket 32 formed in 
the representative bend 26a. The opening 32 is pro 
vided in the circumferential surface 34 of the tubular 
member 24 exterior of and diametrically opposite the 
crook of the bend. As seen in FIG. 5, the opening 32 
has a generally oval configuration and is located so that 
the geometric center thereof substantially coincides with 
the longitudinal axes of the tubular segments 35a and 
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35b forming the bend 26a. The chuck means may be 
provided by slicing a suitable segment from the cir 
cumferential wall of the tubing 24 as a result of which 
the perimetrical edge or lip. 36 of the opening 32 is rela 
tively sharp. 
The artificial foliage member 38 (FIG. 4) has been 

illustrated as a branch member having an elongate base 
portion 40 of the stem thereof. Member 38 may be 
formed in various ways however, excepitonally beautiful 
and realistic effects are achieved for the structure 20 by 
using genuine wood branches which have been coated 
with a suitable wax or plastic, so that artificial buds 
and/or leaves can be secured thereto. To mount the 
member 38, the base portion 40 is inserted downwardly 
through the opening 32 into the segment 35a. The lower 
free end 42 of base portion 40 will engage against the 
interior surface 44 of the segment 35a opposite that por 
tion of the surface thereof in which the chuck means is 
provided. In addition, portions of the branch 38 bear 
against the sharp lip 36 at diametrically opposite ends 
of the oval-shaped opening 32 so that the branch 38 
is tightly secured in the chuck means with an accom 
panying wedging action to prevent inadvertent removal 
of the branch. 
Thus, mounted in the chuck means 30, the upper por 

tion. 46 of the branch 38 extends outwardly and up 
wardly at a realistic angle relative to the segment 35b. 
and Substantially corresponding to the angle of the bend. 
As seen in FIG. 1, a branch member 38 has been en 
gaged in each of the chuck means provided at the 
bends 26a through 26f to achieve a realistic, relatively 
dense and uniform foliage effect for the structure 20. 
The upper end 46 of the member 24 may be open to re 
ceive a branch member therein also. The angular dis 
position of the branches 38 is automatically achieved 
upon their engagement in the chuck means. 

Referring to FIG. 2, the pedestal 22 comprises a 
ring 50 formed of tubular metal and a pair of straight 
cross-members 52 connected at their ends, as by solder 
ing 54, on the interior of the ring. The members 52 
may also be secured together at their point of intersec 
tion by soldering 54. The pedestal. 22 has a pair of 
upstanding pins or lugs 56 secured, as by soldering 57, 
on one of the cross-members on opposite sides of the 
intersection of the members 52. As seen in FIG. 3, the 
pins or lugs 56 are angled relative to the member 52 and 
upwardly divergent one with respect to the other. The 
open lower end 58 of a tubular member 24 enables each 
to be telescopically engaged over a pin 56 to support the 
structure 20 in upright position on the pedestal. 

Referring to FIG. 8, a modified form of pedestal is 
illustrated. The pedestal 22A is substantially identical 
to the pedestal 22 with the exception of the greater 
number of upstanding pins 56A provided. Thus each 
of the cross-members 52A have been provided with up 
standing pins with each of which can be engaged a dis 
play structure shown partially in phantom outline in 
the figure. It may be noted that a variety of different 
angles for the structures relative the pedestal can be 
achieved. It should be understood that a different ar 
rangement and number of the upstanding pins 52A may 
be utilized within a wide range. 

Referring to FIGS. 6 and 7, there are illustrated dif 
ferent configurations for the bends which may be formed 
in an elongate tube used in the structure 20. 
6, the Section of tubing 24 illustrated has segments there 
of in different planes relative to the plane of the draw 
ing. The same applies for the tortuous configuration of 
the tube 24 shown in FIG. 7. In each instance, the chuck 

face of the tube opposite the crook of the bend. 
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4. 
means 30 is in the vicinity of the bend formed in a sur 

It will 
be understood that a variety of different and unique con 
figurations for the tube 24 can be achieved with equal 
advantage. 
Although the display structure 20 has been illustrated 

and described as mounted on a pedestal, it will be ap 
preciated that other mountings therefor are feasible with 
in the principles of the invention. Accordingly, shorter 
lengths of tubing 24, suitably bent and provided with 
chuck means 30 at said bends, can be used for wall in 
stallations as well, for instance. Also, other foliage mem 
bers, such as sprigs of flowers or fruits may be used so 
that the term "foliage member" as used herein is in 
tended as a generic expression including these other prod 
ucts as well. 

It is believed that the invention has been described 
in sufficient detail to enable the skilled artisan to under 
stand and practice the same. The invention has been 
pointed out in the claims hereto appended in language 
intended to be broadly construed commensurate with the 
scope of the invention. 

I claim: 
i. A foliage display structure comprising, an elongate, 

hollow metal tube having at least one bend intermediate 
the ends thereof, chuck means integral with the apex and 
in the upper side of the bend for holding a foliage display . 
member angularly disposed relative to one portion of the 
tube on one side of the bend, said display member hav 
ing a stem portion telescopically engaged in the portion 
of the tube on the opposite side of the bend, one end 
of the tube being open, a pedestal having an upstanding 
pin matingly engaged with said open end to support the 
tube in a vertical position on the pedestal. 

2. A foliage display structure comprising, an elongate, 
rigid, hollow tube having a plurality of bends spaced apart 
along the tube, chuck means integral with the apex and 
in the upperside of each bend, a foliage display member 
angularly disposed relative to one portion of the tube on 
one side of the bend and having a stem portion tele 
scopically engaged in the portion of the tube on the op 
posite side of the bend, and means for supporting said 
tube in a vertically disposed position. 

3. A foliage display structure comprising, an elongate, 
rigid, hollow tube having a plurality of bends spaced 
apart along the length thereof, chuck means integral with 
the apex and in the upperside of each bend, a foliage dis 
play member angularly disposed relative to one portion 
of the tube on one side of the bend and having a stem 
portion removably engaged in the portion of the tube 
on the opposite side of the bend, and a pedestal remov 
ably connected to said tube for holding same in an ele 
vated position, said chuck means comprising an opening 
into the tube each of substantially oval configuration and 
offset one relative to the other along the length of the 
tube. 

4. A structure as claimed in claim 3 in which each 
opening extends on opposite sides of the apex of the bend 
with the center of each opening substantially coinciding 
with the longitudinal axis of the tube: 
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