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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JAMES P. WILLIAMS, 

a citizen of the United States, residing in 
Philadelphia, county of Philadelphia, State 
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Means for At 
taching Hooks and Eyes, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

the means for attaching hooks and eyes or 
either and similar devices to an article, 
such, for instance, as wearing apparel. 
One of the most common and well known 

ways of securing hooks and eyes to articles 
of wearing apparel consists in sewing the 
same thereon, the stitches being in engage 
ment with bends formed in the material of 
the hook or eye which bends are frequently 
termed “thread bends’ or “thread eyes.” 
But it is desirable frequently to secure hooks 
and eyes to articles of wearing apparel or 
other similar objects by means other than 
thread; that is, by means other than sewing 
Rosh my invention is designed to meet this 
800. 

As far as I am aware, none of the various 
methods or means other than thread which 
have been employed for securing hooks and 
eyes and similar articles to objects such as 
wearing apparel have proved entirely satis 
factory and their commercial use is limited. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a metallic fastener which may be satisfac 
torily employed for the purpose of securing 
hooks and eyes and other similar articles to 
objects, such, for instance, as wearing ap 
parel. To this end, and in carrying out my 
invention, I employ a metallic strip, al 
though other material may be employed if 
found to be suitable, which strip is provided 
with prongs which preferably, though not 
necessarily, are integral with the strip and 
are bent so as to extend transversely of the 
plane of the same. These strips are placed 
against the garment or other article opposite 
the securing bends of the device such, for 
instance, as hooks or eyes, which it is de 
sired to secure to such garment or other ar 
ticle, and the Securing prongs extend through 
the material of such garment or article and 
are located or situated on the outside of the 
securing bends and are bent in Wardly over 
the wires forming the bends so that the 

within the bends. 
necessarily, the material of the strip opposite 
each securing bend is countersunk so as to 
form raised or projecting portions upon one 
side of the strip which project into the ad 
jacent securing bends of the hooks or the 60 
eyes as the case may be or such other similar 
devices as may be provided with securing 
means similar to the thread bends of hooks 
and eyes. 
A convenient embodiment of my invention. 65 

is illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
but it will be understood that changes in 
the details of construction may be made 
without departing from my invention as the 
same is pointed out and claimed in the ap- 70 
pended claim. 
In the drawings:-Figure 1 is a perspec 

tive view of the securing strip and showing 
the attaching prongs; Fig. 2 is a top plan 
view showing a hook and eye secured to the 75 
adjacent edges of a garment by the attach 
ing means shown in Fig. 1: Fig. 3 is a bot 
tom plan view of the same: and Fig. 4 is a 
section on the line 4 4 of Fig. 2. Referring to the drawings:--1 designates 80 
the portions of a garment or other article to 
which the hook 2 and the eye 3 are secured. 
The hook and the eye are provided with 
securing bends 4 as shown. The hook and 
the eye are secured to the portions of the 85 
garment or other article 1 by means of a 
metallic attaching device consisting of a 
base plate or strip 5. The opposite end por 
tions of the base plate or strip are illus 
trated as being somewhat enlarged, the cen- 90 
tral portion of the plate or strip being nar 
rower than the opposite end portions. How 
ever, it is not essential to my invention that 
the central portion of the plate or strip shall 
be narrower than the end portions. 
desirable that the opposite end portions shall 
be of substantially the same shape or out 
line as that of the oppositely located secur 
ing bend of the hook or eye or other similar 
article to be attached to an object, such, for 100 
instance, as wearing apparel. The opposite 
end portions of the plate or strip 5 are pro 
vided with prongs 8. I have found it satis 
factory to employ two prongs at the oppo 
site end portions of the strip or plate but it 105 
is to be understood that the number of 
prongs may be increased or may be decreased 

points of the prongs are located in the space as found to be practicable and desirable. 

Preferably, though not 55 
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These prongs are sharpened, as shown, but, 
as illustrated, the lateral thickness of the 
metal in the prongs is not reduced, though I 
am not limited as to this. The metal of the 
plate or strip 5 at its opposite end portions 
is countersunk or upset so as to form raised 
or projecting portions 10 which project up 
Wardly into the securing bends of a hook or 
an eye or similar device secured to an article 
by means of such attaching device. 
In securing a hook or an eye or other simi 

lar device to an article, the prongs 8 are 
inserted through the article and the securing 
bends of the hook or eye are placed between 
the said prongs and the latter are then 
bent inwardly over the wire of the said 
thread bends as shown in the drawings. The 
wire of the respective bends rests upon the 
flange-like portions 12 of the base plate or 
strip 5 which surround the projections 10, 
wherefore the said projections act as abut 
ments or stops to assist in preventing lateral 
displacement or movement of the hook or 
eye with relation to the securing device. 
The said projections 10 also act as anvils to 
assist in the turning of the ends of the 
prongs 8 into the angle formed between the 
wire of the securing bends and the said pro 
jections. And by countersinking the oppo 
site end portions of the base plate or strip 5 
seats are formed therein which serve as a 
means for properly Supporting and position 
ing the attaching device in a machine or tool 
which may be employed for securing the at 
taching device to an article and to the de 
vice, as for instance, a hook or eye which is 
to be secured to said article. The forma 
tion of the projections 10 in the base plate 
or strips 5 also strengthens the same. 
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By the employment of my invention, I am 
enabled to secure upon both sides of an ar 
ticle to which a hook or an eye or similar 
device is connected, a surface without ex 
posure of points to catch the hands or cloth 
ing and yet the fastening securely holds the 
hook or eye or other device so that it is not 
likely to be accidentally or otherwise re 
moved. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim:- 
The combination of a garment fastener 

having securing eyes with means for Secur 
ing the said fastener to a garment, the said 
means consisting of a plate-like member 
having upset portions at its opposite ends 
which are adapted to enter and be centrally 
located with respect to the securing eyes of 
the said fastener and the said plate-like 
member being provided with two or more 
attaching prongs secured to each end of the 
said plate-like member, the said prongs be 
ing connected with the edge of said member 
and separated a distance from each other, 
and the said prongs adapted to extend 
through the material of the said garment 
and upon the outsides of the said securing 
eyes and to be bent over the latter and ex 
tended into the said eyes and into the angle 
formed between the material of the said 
eyes and the said upset portions. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 
as my invention, I have hereunto signed my 
name this 18th day of March, A. D. 1909. 

JAMES P. WILLIAMS. 
In the presence of 

S. SALOME BROOKE, 
CARRIEE. KLEINFELDER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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