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The present invention relates to filing cabinets

and more particularly to filing cabinets employ-.

ing a drawer and a follower which latter is ad-
justable longitudinally of the drawer.

One of the objects of the present invention is
to provide an improved filing drawer and follower
therefor in which the follower is provided with
abutments extending laterally from opposite sides
of the back of the follower and which abutments
are arranged to engage and bind with abutments
on the drawer when the upper end of the follower
back is tilted rearwardly.
~ In carrying out the above object, it.is another
object of the present invention to form one of
the abutments, preferably the rearwardly ex-
tending abutment on the follower, of resilient
friction material such as rubber.

Preferably two forwardly extending abutments
are disposed on opposite sides of the back of the
follower. These abutments face upwardly to en-
gage and bind with overhanging and downwardly

facing abutments on the sides of the drawer.

1t is a further object of the invention to carry
these abutments of the follower by, or form the
same of, Aexible resilient material so that these
abutments can be flexed to pass the overhanging
abutments of the drawer for the ready insertion
or removal pf the follower. :

It is a further object of the invention to form
the walls or abutment members, or both, of flex-
ible, resilient material and to provide cams asso-
ciated with the walls or abutments for causing
sideward movement of the fiexible members when
the follower is moved in a vertical direction so
that the sbutments will be flexed to pass one
another for the ready insertion and removal of
the follower.

Further objects and advantages will be appar-
ent from the following description, - reference
being had to the accompanhying drawings where-
in a preferred form of embodiment of the pres-
ent invention is clearly shown.

In the drawings. .

Fig. 1 is a longitudinal sectional view of a
drawer and follower showing the follower in one
of its file backing positions; * h

Tig. 2 is a sectional view on a larger scale,
taken on line 2—2 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view of the
drawer and follower shown in Fig. 1, part thereof
being broken away to more clearly illustrate one
of the features of the invention;

Fig. 4 is a full size fragmentary sectional view,
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taken on line 44 of Fig. 3, part thereof being 56

.24 and 285.

broken away to -more clearly illustrate one of the
features of the invention;

. Pig. 5is a full size fragmentary view of one side
of the follower, showing an abutment and cam-
ming member in elevation; and :

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary sectional view taken on
line 6—6 of Fig. 5 and showing, in fragmentary
section, a part of the drawer, the follower being
shown partly withdrawn from. the drawer.

Referring to the drawings, there is ‘shown a
drawer 20 of a filing cabinet specifically formed
for carrying papers on edge. The papers are
held in position by an adjustable follower 21
The drawer 20 includes a hottom wall 22, con-
fronting side walls 24 and 25, a back wall 26 and
Preferably the walls of the
drawer are formed of sheet material, and the
bottom wall 22, and the side walls 28 and 25 may
be integral. The front wall is provided with a
pull 29.

The walls of the drawer provide a plurality of
abutments adapted to be engaged by and bind
with abutments on the follower. The top side or
floor of the bottom wall is utilized as one of the
abutments and is herein referred to as the up-

-wardly facing abutment. The upper parts of the

side walls provide downwardly facing abutments

or shoulders 30. These abutments 30 are formed

by bending the side walls sidewise, preferably in-

wardly. The sheet metal, from which the side

walls are formed, is bent downwardly to form a .
hem 32 at the upper part of each side wall. The .
hems 32 are spaced slightly from the inside of the
side walls and cooperate with the side walls to

form retainers or pockets for the purpose here-
inafter set forth. - '

The follower.2{ includes a sheet metal back
34 which extends transversely of the side walls
Rearwardly extending reenforcing
wings 85 are formed integrally with the back 34
and are disposed at the opposite side edges there-
of. A rearwardly extending shoe 36 is formed
integrally with the back 34 and carries a plu-
rality of resilient and.flexible members and are

_herein shown as rubber buttons 38. ‘These but-

tons 38 form downwardly facing abutments which
are adapted to engage and bind with the floor of
the drawer. .

The follower 21 also includes forwardly extend-
ing abutments 40 arranged to engage and bind .
with the abutments 30. Since the abutments or
shoulders 30 extend inwardly, the abutments 40
are disposed between the side walls 24 and 25.
Abutments 40 are in the form of resilient, flex-
ible, sheet metal arms 41 and each is suitably
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secured, a8 by spot welding, to a wing 38 of the ~  as the follower is foré,ec‘ij}fdo.‘vni;wgi-&];,‘tﬁq hems.
follower 21.- 2 ~ 32 and cams 49 cause arms 41 to flex inwardly.
Each arm 41 includes a rectangularly shaped - to pass the hems 32. When the fTollower is moved -

section 42, which is secured to a wing 38, a for-

wardly extending section 43 and an intercon- -
Section 44 is bulged out-

necting section 44.
wardly to form an upper cam 485 and & lower cam
4. The bulged section 44 offsets outwardly the
section 43 with respect to section 42, The upper
portion 47 of section 43 is bent outwardly at an
angle extending upwardly and rearwardly and
approximately at an angle of ten degrees from
the upper edge of portion 47. This bend is indi-
cated at 48. It extends rearwardly to the upper
edge of portion 47 and provides a camming sur-
face 48 which merges with the upper cam 45 of
bulged section #44. The lower portion of section
43 lies in the plane of the hem 32 so that papers
of a width equal to the distance beteen the oppo-
site hems can be placed flat against the follower
back 34. The outset upper portion 47 of the sec-
tion 43 is disposed between the hem 32 and the
adjacent side wall of the drawer and frictionally
engages the inside of the side wall. The upper
portion 47 is narrow and therefore only a small
portion of the section 43 frictionally engages the
inside of the side wall.

When files or papers rest against the front of
the back 34, they tend to push the follower 21
rearwardly, however, the buttons 38 resist rear-
ward movement of the follower and the follower
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will tend to pivot about the buttens 38 whereby -

“ abutments 40 will be raised and bind with abut.-

ments 30. Preferably, after the follower 2f is
placed in the desired position, the top of back 34
is pushed rearwardly manually. This will com-
press the rubber buttons 38 and when the top of
back 34 is released, the resilient rubber will hold
the abutments 40 against abutments 30. It will
of course be understood that when the bottom
-of back 34 is pulled forwardly manually, the but-
tons 38 can be compressed in a like manner.

To release the follower 21, it is necessary only
to pull forwardly on the top of back 34. Then
the entire follower 21 can be moved readily either
forwardly or rearwardly. Fig. 3 shows the fol-
lower in a released position. To reset the fol-
lower, it is necessary only to either .push rear-
wardly on the top or push forwardly on the bot-
tom of back 34, as previously described. The
frictional engagement of arms 41 with the side
walls 24 and 25 assists in holding the follower in
position.

The follower 21 is readily removed from or
inserted into the drawer 20. To remove the
follower, its upper end is moved forwardly, man-
ually to the position shown in Fig. 3 in which
the free end of arms #1 clear the hem $2. Then
the follower 21 is pulled upwardly and the cams
45 will engage the hems 32 as shown in Pig. 6
and further upward movement of the follower
21 will cause the hems 32 and side walls 24
and 25 to be cammed outwardly. The cams 49,
formed by the intersecting material between the
rises 48 and the portion 47 will cause the hems

and walls to cam the arms inwardly to pass the

hems after which the follower may be removed
from theé drawer.

To insert the follower 21 in the drawer, the
Tollower Is placed in a vertical position with the
lower part of the follower between the walls and
transversely thereof and then forced down-
wardly into the drawer. The lower cams 46 will
engage |the hems 32 causing the hems and side
walls 24 and 25 to be cammed outwardly angd
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to this position 1."e., when the arms 4f -clear
the hems 32, the free ends thereof will," due
fo the resiliency thereof, move outwardly, After
the follower has been moved. downwardly sufi-
ciently, so that t..e cams 45 permit the side walls
to return to their normal positions, the free ends
of the arms will be in position to be received
by the retainers or.pockets, formed by the hems
32 and side walls 24 and 25. Thus it is apparent
that to insert the follower, it is. hecessary only
to insert the follower to a position in which
the bottom end thereof .engages the floor of the -
drawer and then tilt the same rearwardly so
that the upper portions 47 of sections 43 move
into the retaining pockets formed by the hems.

It is apparent from the foregoing that I have
provided an inexpensive and sturdy follower
which securely holds files and papers in position
and which can be readily removed from or in-
serted into a drawer.

While the form of embodiment of the present
invention as herein disclosed constitutes a pre-
ferred form, it is to be understood that other
forms might be adopted, all coming within the
scope of the claims which follow.

I claim:

1, In combination, a filing drawer having a
bottom wall and confronting side walls, one
of said walls having a downwardly facing abut-
ment, one of said walls having an upwardly fac-
ing abutment; a follower including a back dis-
posed transversely of the side walls and between
the same, an upwardly facing abutment extend-
ing laterally from one side of the back and a
downwardly facing abutment extending laterally
from the opposite side of the back, said abut-
ments being disposed for engagement of the
upwardly and downwardly- facing abutments of
‘the follower with the downwardly and upwardly
facing abutments of the drawer, respectively,
when the upper end of the follower .is tilted
rearwardly; one of said abutments comprising a
resilient friction member.

2. In combination, a filing drawer having a
bottom wall and confronting side walls, one of
sald walls having a downwardly facing abut-
ment, one of said walls having an upwardly fac-
ing abutment; a follower including a back dis-
posed transversely of the side walls and between
the same, an upwardly facing abutment extend-
ing laterally from one side of the back and a
downwardly facing abutment extending laterally
from the opposite side of the back, said abut-
ments being disposed for engagement of the
upwardly and downwardly facing abutments of

.the follower with the downwardly and upwardly

facing abutments of the drawer, respectively,
when the upper end of the follower is tilted rear-
‘wardly, sald downwardly facing abutment of
the follower comprising a resilient friction
member. :

3. In combination, a filing drawer having a
bottom wall and confronting side walls, one of
said walls having a downwardly facing abut-
ment, one of said walls having an upwardly fac-
ing abutment; a follower including a back dis-
posed transversely of the side walls and between
the same, an upwardly facing abutment extend-
ing forwardly and a downwardly facing abut-

‘'ment extending rearwardly of the back, said

abutments being disposed for engagement of the
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upwardly and downwardly facing abutments of
the follower with the downwardly and upwardly
facing abutments of the drawer, respectively,
when the upper end of the follower is tilted rear-
wardly: one of said abutments comprising a
~ resilient friction member. b

4. In.combination, & filing drawer having a

" botfom wall and confronting side walls, one’

of said walls having a downwardly facing abut-
ment, one of said walls having an upwardly

10

facing abutment; a follower includinig a back .

disposed transversely of the side walls and be-
. tween the same, an upwardly facing abutment
extending forwardly and a downwardly facing
abutment extending rearwardly of the back, said
abutments being disposed for engagement of
the upwardly and downwardly facing abutments
of the follower with the downwardly and up-
wardly facing abutments of the drawer, respec-
tively, when the upper end of the follower is
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tilted rearwardly, said downwardly facing abut- -

ment of the follower comprising a resilient fric-
tion member.

5. In combination, a filing drawer having a
bottom wall and confronting side walls, one of

said side walls having a shoulder forming an .

abutment; a follower disposed between the side
walls, said follower including a resilient member
disposed rearwardly therefrom and frictionally
engageable with the bottom wall of the drawer,
and including a forwardly extending shoulder
disposed to engage the abutment.

6. In combination, a filing drawer having a oot~
tom wall and confronting side walls, each of said
side walls having a shoulder forming an abut-
ment: g follower disposed between the side walls,
said follower including a resilient member dis-
posed rearwardly therefrom and frictionally en-
gageable with the bottom wall of the drawer, and
including forwardly extending shoulders on op-~
posite sides thereof and disposed to engage the
abutments. o

7. In combination, a filing drawer having a
bottom wall and confronting side walls, one of

said side walls having an inwardly extending and -

downwardly facing shoulder . forming an abut-
ment; a follower disposed between the side walls,
said follower including a resilient member dis-
posed rearwardly theérefrom and frictionally en-
gageable with the bottom wall of the drawer, and
including a forwardly extending and upwardly
facing shoulder disposed to engage the abutment.
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8. In combination, a filing drawer having a bot- |

tom wall and confronting side walls, each of said

side walls having an inwardly extending and :

downwardly facing shoulder forming an abut-
ment: a follower disposed between the side walls,
said follower including a resilient member dis-
.posed rearwardly therefrom and frictionally en-
gageable with the bottom wall of the drawer, and
including forwardly extending and upwardly
facing shoulders disposed to engage the abut-
ments. )

9. Tn combination, a filing drawer having a bot-
tom wall and confronting side walls, one of said
walls having a laterally extending and down-

wardly facing abutmerit, ong of said walls hav-'

ing an upwardly facing abutment; a follower file-
 pack disposed between the side walls, said file-
pback having a resilient and flexible arm extend-
ing laterally therefrom and forming an upwardly
facing abutment engageable with the downward-
1y facing abutment of the drawer, said file-back
having a laterally extending abutment facing
downwardly and engageable with the upwardly
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; facing abutment of the drawer; one of said abut-

ments comprising a resilient friction member
yieldable vertically.

10. In combination, a filing drawer having a
bottom wall and confronting side walls, each of
saiq side walls having a laterally extending and
downwardly facing abutment, one of said walls
having an upwardly facing abutment; a follower
file-back disposed between the side walls, said
file-back having resilient and flexible arms on

‘opposite sides thereof, said arms extending lat-

erally from the file back and each forming an
upwardly facing abutment engageable with the
corresponding downwardly facing abutment of

the drawer, said file-back having a laterally ex-- .

tending abutment facing downwardly and ens<.
gageable with the upwardly facing abutment of
the drawer; one of said abutments comprising a
resilient friction member yieldable vertically.

- 11.In combination, a filing drawer having a
bottom .wall and confronting side walls, one of
said walls having a downwardly facing abutment,
one of said ‘walls having an upwardly facing
abutment; a follower including a back disposed
transversely of the side walls and between the
same, an upwardly facing abutment exfending
laterally from one side of the back and a down-

wardly facing abutment extending laterally from

the opposite side of the back, said abutments be-
ing disposed for engagement with the downward-
ly and upwardly facing abutments of the drawer
respectively, when the upper end of the follower
is tilted rearwardly; a cam actuated by the back
for causing sideward movement of one of the
abutments- when the back is moved in a vertical
direction. ' '
12. In combination, a filing drawer having

“bottom wall and confronting side walls, one

said walls having & downwardly facing wiutment,
one of said walls having an upwardly facing
abutment; a follower including a'back disposed
transversely of the side walls and between the
same, an upwardly facing abutment extending
laterally from one side of the back and a down-

5 wardly facing abutment extending laterally from

the opposite side of the back, said abutments be-
ing disposed for engagement with the downward-
ly and upwardly facing abutments of the drawer
respectively, when the upper end of the follower
is tilted rearwardly; a pair of cams actuated by
the back for causing sideward movement of one
of the abutments, one of said cams causing move-=
ment of the abutment when the back is moved in
an upward direction and the other of said cams
causing movement of the abutment when the
back is moved in a downward direction.

13. In combination, a filing drawer having a
bottom wall and confronting side walls, one of
said walls having a downwardly facing abutment,
one of said walls having an upwardly facing abut-
ment; a follower including a back disposed trans-
versely of the side walls and between the same,
an upwardly facing abutment extending laterally
from one side of the back and a downwardly
facing abutment extending laterally from the op-
posite side of the back, said abutments being dis-
posed for engagement with the downwardly and
upwardly facing abutments of the drawer respec-
tively, when the upper end of the follower is tilted
rearwardly; cam means carried by one of the
abutments for causing sideward movement of one ..
of the abutments when the back is moved in a
vertical direction. .

14. In combination, a filing drawer having a
bottora wall and confronting side walls, one of
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said walls having a downwardly facing abutment,
one of said walls having an upwardly facing
abutment; a follower including a back disposed
transversely of the side walls and between the
same, an upwardly facing abutment extending
laterally from one side of the back and a down-
wardly facing abutment extending laterally from
the opposite side of the back, said abutment being
disposed for engagement with the downwardly
and upwardly facing abutments of the drawer re-
spectively, when the upper end of the follower is
tilted rearwardly; cam means carried by the lat-
erally extending and upwardly facing abutment
to cause sideward movement of one of the abut-
ments when the follower is moved in a vertical
direction.

15. In combination, a filing drawer having a
bottom wall and members forming confronting
side walls, one of said walls having a downwardly

facing abutment, one of said wallg having an up- :

wardly facing abutment: a follower including a
back disposed transversely of the side walls and
between the same and including a member ex-
tending laterally from one side of the back and
forming an upwardly facing abutment; a mem-
ber extending laterally from the opposite side of
the back and forming a downwardly facing abut-
ment, one of said members being formed of flex-
ible, resilient material; saig abutments being dis-
posed to engage the downwardly facing abutment
and upwardly facing abutment of the drawer, re-
spectively, when the upper end of the follower is
tilted rearwardly; a cam actuated by the back for
causing sideward movement of the flexible, resil-
ient member when the back is moved in a verti-
cal direction.

16. In combination, a filing drawer having a
bottom wall and confronting side walls, one of
said side walls belng formed of flexible, resilient
material and having a downwardly facing abut-
ment, one of said walls having an upwardly fac-
ing abutment; a follower including a back dis-
posed transversely of the side walls and between
the same, an upwardly facing abutment extend-
ing laterally from one side of the back and a
downwardly facing abutment extending laterally
from the opposite side of the back, said abut-
ments being disposed for engagement with the
downwardly and upwardly facing abutments of
the drawer respectively, when the upper end of
the follower is tilted rearwardly; a cam carried
by the back and disposed to cause sideward move-
ment of the flexible wall and itg associated abut-
ment when the back is moved in g vertical direc-
tion.

17, In combination, a filing drawer having a
. bottom wall and confronting, rearwardly extend-
ing side walls, the upper parts of each of said side
walls having an inwardly extending portion form-
ing a downwardly facing abutment and 3 down-
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posed transversely of the side walls, an abutment
member extending forwardly from each side of "
the back, sald members being formed with- sec-
tions offset outwardly from the sides of the back
and extending into said channels, said offset sec-

- tions being flexible with respect to the back and
engaging with the downwardly facing abutments
when the back is inserted betwgen the side walls
and tilted rearwardly, _

18. In combination, a filing drawer having a
bottom wall and flexible, confronting, rearwardly
extending side walls, the upper parts of each of
sald side walls having an Inwardly extending por-
tion forming a downwardly facing abutment and-
& downwardly extending portion to form an in-
verted channel; and a follower, including g back,
disposed transversely of the side walls, a sheet
metal abutment member extending forwardly
from each side of the back, said abutment mem-
bers being formed with sections offset- outwardly
from the sides of the back and extending into said
channels, said offset sections engaging with the
downwardly facing abutments when the back is
inserted between the side walls and tilted rear-
wardly, said offsets engaging and flexing the side
walls when the follower is moved vertically.

19. In combination, a filing drawer having a
bottom wall and flexible, confronting, rearwardly
extending side walls, the upper parts of each of
said side walls having inwardly extending por-
tions forming downwardly facing abutments and
a downwardly extending portion to form an in-
verted channel; and a follower, including a back,
disposed transversely of the side walls, & sheet
metal abutment member extending forwardly
from a side of the back; said member having a
surface offset outwardly from the side of the back
for forming & cam for engaging one of the side
walls when the back is moved vertically for flex-
ing the side walls, and a surface of the member

. offset outwardly from the first mentioneq surface,
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wardly extending portion to form an inverted

channel; and a follower, including a back, dis-

N

the second mentioned surface engaging the
downwardly facing abutment of one of the side
walls when the back is inserted and tilted rear-
wardly,

20. In combination, g filing drawer having a
bottom wall ang confronting side walls, one of
said walls having a downwardly facing abutment, -
one of said walls having an upwardly facing
abutment; a follower including a back disposed
transversely of the side walls ang between the
same, an upwardly facing abutment extending
forwardly and g downwardly facing abutment ex-
tending rearwardly of the back, said abutments
being disposed for eéngagement of the upwardly
and downwardly facing abutments of the follower
with the downwardly ang upwardly facing abut-
ments of the drawer, respectively, when the up-
ber end of the follower is tilted rearwardly; at
least one of saiq abutments comprising a resil-
lent member yieldable vertically,
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