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To col?, it'? O1, it i? tiff CO F-Cerf: 
Be it known that I, ISABELLA IOLMES, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at New 
Orleans, in the parish of Orleans and State of 
TLouisiana, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Strainers for Cis 
terms; and I do hereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of 
the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same. 
My invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in strainers for cisterns. 
In New Orleans and many other southern 

cities it is the custom to employ wooden cis 
terns located above the surface of the ground 
for collecting and storing rain-Water instead 
of the underground cisterns commonly used 
elsewhere. In such cases the cistern-cover is 
Ordinarily placed at a distance of six or seven 
inches from the top of the cistern, being sup 
ported thereon by means of scantling six or 
Seven inches in thickness. The reason for 
elevating the cover from the top of the cis 
tern or tank is to permit the free access of 
air to the Water contained in the tank to pre 
Vent the same from becoming stagnant and 
to keep it pure and fresh. In such cases, 
however, dirt, insects, and especially mos 
quitoes find their Way into the inside of the 
tank, the dirt befouling the Water therein and 
Water serving as a breeding place for the mos 
(Illitoes. 
Miyimprovements are designed to overcome 

the objections to the old mode of supporting 
the cistern-cover', retaining all the advantages 
and removing all the objections in the old 
lmethod of construction. 
To these ends, therefore, the invention con 

sists of the construction, combination, and 
arrangement of parts, which will be herein 
after more fully described and claimed. 

In the drawings forming part of this speci 
fication, Figure 1 represents an elevation of a 
tank or cistern, showing my improved lid or 
cover thereon and the pipe or conduit lead 
ing from the eaves-trough of a house to said 
cistern, with the strainer attachment applied 
thereto. Fig. 2 is a detail perspective view 
of the strainer, one of the sides being broken 
away to more clearly show the interior con 

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal Section struction. 

through the strainer, one of the straining 
screens therein being shown in dotted lines 
in open position. 

Like reference-numerals indicate like parts 
in the different views. 
The tank or cistern 1 is of ordinary form 

of construction and has at its upper end a 
cap or cover 2, either flat, or dome-shaped, the 
same being secured to the tank or cistern 1 
by means of an annular strip of Wire-netting 
3, which is riveted, soldered, or otherwise Se 
cured to said cap or cover. Entering the 
tank or cistern. 1, through the annular re 
ticulated strip 3, is a pipe 4, connected, 
through the strainer 5, with the pipe 6, lead 
ing from the eaves-trough 7 on the top of a 
house. The pipe (3 enters the strainel 5 at 
its upper end, and the pipe 4 leads from said 
strainer 5 from its lower end. The said 
strainer may be of any suitable form, with 
an open upper end and two straining-screens 
S 9 mounted therein. The strainer S is of 
coarse mesh and is pivotally mounted upon 
a rod 10, projecting through the sides of the 
strainer-casing 5. The screen 9 is of finer 
mesh than the screen S and is adapted to rest 
against and be supported by flanges ll 11 on 
the inner surface of the strainer-casing 5. It 
Will thus be seen that the Water from the 
eaves-trough 7 is conducted through the pipe 
6 to the strainer 5, falling first upon the 
screen S of coarse mesh and afterward upon 
the screen 9 of finer mesh, finally discharg 
ing through the pipe 4 to the interior of the 
tank or cistern l. The screen S removes all 
coarse material, and by reason of its pivotal 
connection with the strainer - casing 5 the 
same may be swung open, as shown in Fig. 
3, for the purpose of dumping any leaves, 
animals, or bugs to the outside of said 
strainer. Finer materials are taken up or 
stopped by the screen 9 and prevented from 
entering the cistern. The mesh of the wire 
netting of which the screen 9 is composed is 
so fine that nothing coarser than dust can 
pass through the same. The air is given free 
passage between the top of the tank or cis 
term 1 and the lid or cover 2, but anything 
coarser than dust is prevented from entering 
the interior of said cistern by reason of the 
interposition of the annular Strip of Wire-net 
ting between said tank and said cover. All 
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the advantages, therefore, of the old system 
are retained and the disadvantages thereof 
removed. 

Having now described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by ILetters 
Patent, is 
The combination with a cistern, an eaves 

trough and a pipe connecting said trough and 
the interior of said cistern, of a strainer in 
said pipe, the same consisting of a casing 
having an open upper end, in Wardly-project 
ing flanges on said casing, a screen of fine 

586,662 

mesh resting upon said flanges and a screen 
of coarse mesh pivotally mounted in said cas 
ing at a point above the screen of fine mesh, 
substantially as and for the purpose de 
Scribed. 
In testimony whereof I have signed this 

specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

ISABELLA HOLMES. 
Witnesses: 

LEON TIEYMANN, 
J. W. FUNSTON. 
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