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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, BENJAMINA. WILTON, 

of West New Brighton, in the counts of Rich 
which overlap each other, when closed, like 
shears, and are guided at their upper ends by 
the guide i. From the outer edge of each 

mond and State of New York, have invented blade projects an arm, f, and to it is pivoted a 
certain new and useful improvements in Hay fiat connecting-rod, g, the other end of which 
Cutting Machines; and I do hereby declare the rod is pivoted to the outer edge of the walk 
following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it pertains to make 
and use it, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, which form part of this 
specification. . - 

My invention relates to an improvement in 
hay-cutting machines; and it consists in ap 
plying to each end of the frame a pair of cut 
ters which are operated and fed at the same 
time. The operator, by standing astraddle over 
the center of an equally-balanced platform and 
throwing his weight from one side to the other, 
causes the platform to oscillate, and by this 
motion the blades are made to open and shut, 
while with his hands he feeds the cutters, as 
will be more fully described hereafter. 
The accompanying drawings represent my 

invention. 
A represents a frame, and B a platform, 

placed between the standards C, which plat 
form projects forward sufficiently to allow a 
person to stand upon it in front of the frame. 
The under side of the platform is so formed 
that it rocks upon its center, while the straps 
a, pivoted to the front and rear, hold it in place. 
At a suitable height above the middle of the 
platform, and at right angles thereto, is the 
rod b, secured in the front and rear pieces of 
the frame, which rod supports a walking-beam, 
D, the ends of which are guided at the inside 
of the frame. By means of the connecting 
rods d, pivoted to the Walking-beam, the beam 
is made to rock with the platforum. At each 
side of the frame, over the ends of the walk 
ing-beam, are pivoted two cutting-blades, S, 

ing-beam, so that in its descending motion 
the beam draws the two blades apart, and 
again closes them by an upward notion. As 
the platform and beam oscillate the blades 
open and close alternately on each side, which 
blades are supported in position on their in 
ner sides by the euds of an inside fraine, E. 
This frame E, which may be drawn out by the 
knob h, has inside two inclined planes, l, 
which meet at the middle, sloping outward 
to the blades, where they are narrowed to a 
point by the inclined sides of the frame. 
Thus these inclined planes are made triangu 
lar, with their apex m at the cutters. Upon 
these inclines the hay to be cut is placed, and 
slides down between the blades by its own 
Weight, or by assistance of the operator, who 
stands astraddle over the center of the platform, 
throwing his weight from one foot upon the 
other, by which the machine is kept in motion. 

Baving thus described my invention, I 
claim 

1. The combination of the platform B, walk 
ing-beam D, connecting-rods d, and cutters S, 
substantially as shown. 

2. In a hay-cutting machine, the blades or 
cutters S, combined with the arms f, connect. 
ing-rods g, platform B, walking-beam l), and 
frame E, substantially as described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 4th 
day of March, 1875. 

BENJAMIN A. WILTON. 
Witnesses: 

SANDERS McKELVEY, 
THOMAS KENNY, 

L. S. 

  


