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It is my object to provide a novel tray hereinafter described. To maintain the 
or case adapted to hold a number of brick strips 9, 9 and 9” in proper, upright and 
samples in such a way that they present the spaced relation, I provide a series of short, 
appearance of a portion of a Wall having transverse bars 11, preferably provided with 

5 mortar between bricks. thin sheet metal bases 12 adapted to rest, 55 
A further object is to provide a display upon the bottom 8 of the tray. When in 

case of this kind with efficient and simple place in the display case, the strips 9, 9 and 
means for firmly holding the brick samples, 9 and bars 11 illustrate the mortar in which 
said means being adapted to be quickly and the bricks are to be laid. 

10 easily manipulated to grip or release the Fastened by screws 13 at spaced intervals 60 
samples. Such means facilitate change in in one of the side members 6 of the tray is 
the character of the bricks displayed and in a Series of metal plates 14 carrying set screws 
their arrangement or the design of the wall 15. These screws 15 extend through holes 
illustrated. in the members 6 and are arranged with 

15 Another object of this invention is to pro- their curfed ends outward, so as to facilitate 65 
vide gripping members formed to so direct manipulating the same. The inner ends of 
lateral pressure as to oppose the tendency of the Screws 15 are adapted to impinge against 
the brick to bulge upward out of the tray a bar 16 of spring steel, which extends the 
and thereby adapt the case to firmly hold length of the case and constitutes an abut 

20 relatively thin slabbed off faces of brick. ment for all of the screws 15. 70 
This invention also includes certain other To further secure the central strips 9b 
novel features of construction, which will against falling out of the case, in the event 
be more fully pointed out in the following that the same should be inverted, I secure 
specification and claims. a series of slotted discs 17 to the bottom 8 

25. In the accompanying drawings, I have il- and form grooves 18 beneath said discs to 75 
lustrated the best form of my display case l'eceive the heads 19 of screws secured in 
at present known to me. Referring to the the lower edges of the strips 9°. Thus, as 
drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of my Will be readily understood, the heads 19 may 
invention; Fig. 2 is an enlarged section of be inserted in ends of the grooves 18 beyond 

30 the same taken on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1, the discs 17, when the strip 9 may be moved 
the angle of the gripping surfaces with the to carry the shanks of the fastening screws 
vertical being exaggerated for clearness; into the slots in the discs 17 and thereby 
Fig. 3 is a detail plan view of one of the bring, the heads 19 into engagement with 
fastening devices mounted on the bottom of Said discs beneath the margins of the slots. 

35 the tray; Fig. 4 is a section through one of These fastening discs 17, while desirable in 
the side fastening devices taken on the line the event that the case is to be carried about . 
4-4 of Fig. 2 and Fig. 5 is an end view of and subjected to rough handling, are not 
one of the spacing bars. considered essential to the invention. The As shown in the drawings, I provide a tray peculiar form of the strips 9, 9 and 9 

40 having longitudinal side members 6, end insures secure fastening for most uses to go 
members 7 and a bottom 8, said members which the device is adapted. - 
and bottom being securely joined one to . An important feature of my invention is 
another to form a rigid structure. Extend- the peculiar formation and arrangement of 
ing the length of the case in parallel rela- the strip 9, 9° and 9 which transmit grip 

45 tion with the members 6 is a series of flexi- ping pressure to the samples. Thus, the side 95 
ble strips 9, 9° and 9 severally adapted to bearing surfaces of each of the strips 9 con 
be inserted between lows of brick samples verge downward so that increased pressure 
10. These strips 9, 9° and 9 are normally may be applied near the upper corners of 
free within the tray, but may be pressed into the adjacent samples, while the strips 9 

50 firm engagement with the samples 10, as converge upward to produce gripping near 100 

SO 
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the lower corner's of the central Samples in 
the tray. The strips 9 ai'e formed with 
their greatest thickness intermediate the up 
per and lower edges thereof. By this ai'- 
rangement the gripping force upon the Sam 
ples is directed approximately as indicated 
by arrows in Fig. 2, that is, obliquely dowj)- 
ward against the bottom 8 from both sides. 
In this manner the brick samples are pressed 
firmly against the bottom of the tray and 
are prevented from bulging away from the 
bottom when placed under lateral pressure, 
The brick samples 10 are preferably pre 

pared for the case by sabbing-off about an 
inch of the face of full sized bricks. The 
Screws i5 are withdrawn from engagement 
with the bar 16 to allow space for the in 
selition of the samples. Samples illustrating 
one or a plurality of kinds of brick may 
now be placed in the case between the sev 
ei'ai strips 9, 9, 9 and spacing bal's 11, SO as 
to present the face of the brick outward. 
To firmly grip the samples, the several 
Screws 15 are merely turned in Ward to press 
the spring bar 16 against the adjacent bar 9, 
which in turn clamps or grips the samples 
and other's bars 9 and 9”. By reason of the 
resilient nature of the bars 9, 9°, 9° and 16, 
any irregularities or inequalities in the width 
of the samples, are compensated for, and 
firm, uniform engagement is obtained. 

Obviously the oblique gripping produced 
by tapering the strips. 9, 9, and 9 as shown 
could also be produced by, tapering the edges 
of the samples 10 and any such substitution 
of means is considered within the spirit of 
my invention. I prefer the form shown, 
however, because the work of preparing a 
large number of samples for the case is thus 
minimized. . . 

My improved display case affords inex 
pensive and convenient means for transport 
ing and displaying brick samples in attrac 
tive arrangement. 

Having described my invention what I 
claim as new and desire to protect by Let 
ters Patent is: 

1. In a device of the class described, a 
tray adapted to receive a plurality of brick 
samples arranged in rows to present the ap 
pearance, of a wall, a series of flexible spac 
ing strips severally disposed between rows 
of said Samples, means fol' movably securing 
said strips to the bottom of said tray and for 
permitting individual, lateral movement of 
said strips, a flexible bar extending along 
one side of the tray in parallel relation to 
the rows of samples, and set screws threaded 
in a side of the tray and arranged to impinge 
at their inner ends against said last men 
tioned bar to exert lateral gripping pressure 
upon the rows of samples. 

2. In a device of the class described, a 
tray adapted to receive a plurality of brick 
Samples arranged in rows to present the ap 
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sides on said tray, a series of flexible spacing 
strips severally adapted to be inserted be 
tween rows of said samples, a flexible bar. 
extending along the inner face of one side 
of the tray in parallel relation to the rows 
of samples, and set screws threaded in said 
side of the tray and arranged to impinge at 
their inner ends against said last mentioned 
bar to exert lateral gripping pressure upon 
all the rows of samples and upon the spacing 
strips. 

3. In a device of the class described, a 
tray adapted to receive a plurality of rec 
tangular brick samples arranged in rows, a 
Series of parallel spacing strips severally dis 
posed between rows of said samples, the bear 
ing Surfaces between said strips and samples 

pearance of a wall, upwardly projecting 

75 

8: 

being beveled to direct lateral pressure ob 
liquely downward against the bottom of the 
tray and means adapted to be manipulated 
to exert lateral pressure upon the rows of 
Sainples. 
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4. In a device of the class described, a 
tray adapted to receive a plurality of rec 
tangular brick samples arranged in rows, a 
series of spacing strips severally disposed 
between rows of said samples, the bearing 

90. 

surfaces between said samples and strips 
being beveled to direct lateral pressure ob 
liquely against the bottom of said tray, a 
iflexible bar extending along one side of the 
tray in parallel relation to the rows of 
Samples, and means in engagement with 
said last mentioned bar adapted to exertilat 
eral pressure upon the rows of samples. 

5. In a device of the class described, a 
tray adapted to receive a plurality of brick 

9. 

00 

samples arranged in rows, a series of strips 
Severally disposed between rows of said 
Samples, one of said strips near a side of the 
tray having its greatest thickness near its 
upper edge and another of said strips hav 
ing its greatest thickness near its lower, edge 
whereby lateral pressure is directed oblique 
ly toward the bottom of the tray, and means adapted to exert lateral gripping pressure 
upon the rows of samples. : 

6. In a device of the class described, a 
tray adapted to receive a plurality of brick 
samples arranged in rows, strips near the 
longitudinal sides of said tray having down 
Wardly converging gripping surfaces, a strip 
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near the middle of said tray having upward 
ly converging gripping surfaces, Said strips 
being severally adapted to be inserted be 
tween rows of said samples, and means adapt 
led to exert lateral gripping pressure upon 
the rows of samples and upon said strips. 

7. In a device of the class described, a 
tray adapted to receive a plurality of brick 
samples arranged in rows, a series of par 
allel spacing strips severally disposed be 
tween rows of the samples, said strips being 
free for lateral movement to permit ready 30 
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insertion of the samples between them, a 
flexible bar extending adjacent to the in 
ner face of a side of the tray in parallel 
relation to the rows of samples and a series 
of screws threaded in said side of the tray 
and arranged to extend through said side 
with their inner ends impinging against 

Said bar whereby all of the samples and 
strips may be shifted laterally to exert lat 
eral gripping pressure upon the several 10 
samples. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto 

signed my name to this specification. 
WILLIAM C. KOCH. 


