
A. M., MOREAUX. 
FORK, 

APPLICATION FILED JUNE 16, 1910, 
1912, Patented July 2 1,031,657. 

Haeg 

NVENTOR 

E. 
2 At TORNSYs 

colusia PLAriog RAPH. Co., WAShington, d. c. 

  

  



O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ACHILLE MARIE MOREAUX, OF PARIS, FRANCE. 

FORK. 

2,0365, Specification of Letters Patent. EPatented July 2, 1912. 
Application filed June 16, 1910. Serial No. 567,305. 

Y 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ACHILLE MARIE 

MoREAUX, a citizen of the Republic of 
France, and a resident of 7 Rue Belloni, 
Paris, France, have invented new and use 
ful Improvements in Forks, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention has for object a masti 

cating device which possesses as its char 
acteristic feature the advantage of being 
able to transform itself automatically into 
a folk by means of pressure of the hand. 
An example of this masticator is shown 

by Way of example upon the annexed draw 
ings, in which :- 

Figure 1 is a longitudinal section of the 
apparatus opened. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal 
Section of the same closed. Fig. 3 is a front 
view. Fig. 4 is a section online 4-4 of 
Fig. 1. 
This masticating fork is composed of two 

parts a and b preferably made of sheet steel, 
which are jointed upon a round-headed 
screw 6. The part a takes the general form 
of an ordinary fork having prongs d, for 
example four, between which there engage 
the shorter prongs e of the second part b 
to form the whole of the actual masticator 
while the long extremities of the prongs d 
act as an ordinary fork. 
Those parts of the prongs d and e which 

act as the masticator are of section suited 
to that purpose. 
In order to avoid separation of the prongs 

d and the consequent derangement of the 
apparatus, the prongs are tied together at 
d". The parts a, and b are normally held 
apart by a spring f. 
To prevent the hand from slipping and 

the user from pinching himself during the 
use of the masticating apparatus I have 
given the handle portions of the parts a 
and b the special shape shown in Figs. 1 

angled away from each other and their meet 
ing edges spaced apart, so that when in op 
eration and separated by the hook he there 
is ample finger room between the parts. 
The round-headed screw upon which the 

device is jointed is fixed to the part b. The 
parts a and b are furnished with two round 
ed concentric portions g and h. The round 
ed portion 9 of the handle part a is guided 
between the rounded head of the screw a 
and the concentrically rounded part h of 
the handle-half b. 

The arrangement of the screw 6 has for 
object to bring the center of the joint out 
side the cutting angle formed by the prongs 
d and e, and this arrangement gives rise to 
an oblique out or drawing movement which 
prevents the material to be cut from es 
caping and also facilitates cutting. 
The half b of the handle is furnished 

With a stud i acting by means of a spring i 
upon a hook (; pivoted at l. The extremity 
of the half a is furnished with a notch in 
intended to engage the hook of the part b. 
During mastication the hook strikes 
against the extremity of the part a. and the 
device is thus prevented from closing. To 
effect this closing of the apparatus and so 
convert it into a fork when desired, it is 
Sufficient to press upon the stud i. This 
causes a displacement of the hook (; which 
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allows it to enter the notch m. when the 
stud is released. 
Apart from the advantage resulting from 

its double function, this masticator pos 
sesses also, due to its curved shape, the ad 
vantage of cutting better than the ordinary 
masticators which are of straight shape. 

it is to be understood that the spring f 
is not limited to the arrangement shown 
and also the method employed for permit 
ting the automatic connection of the parts 
a, and b with a view to holding the appa 
ratus closed may be any desired. 
The relative length of the prongs of the 

two parts a and b may also be as desired. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent of the United States is:- 
1. A device of the character described 

comprising relatively movable sets of inter 
meshing masticating prongs of substantially 
the same curvature so that they may be 
brought into register in closed position, the 
intermeshing prongs having their edges 
shaped to coöperate with shearing action 

and 2, that is—the handle portions are with the prongs juxtaposed on each side 
thereof, one set of prongs projecting beyond 
the end of the other set to serve as fork 
tines in the closed position of the parts, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. A device of the character described 
comprising two levers pivoted together, and 
comprising at One end coöperating handle 
members and at the other end intermeshing 
prongs, said prongs being shaped to co 
operate with shearing action with the adja 
cent prongs on each side, one set of prongs 
projecting beyond the end of the other set 
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to serve as fork tines in the closed position 
of the parts, substantially as described. 

3. An implement of the character de scribed having relatively movable sets of 
masticating prongs with coöperating shear 
ing edges, some of said prongs being of 
greater length than the others and serving 
as fork tines when said prong sets are held 
against relative displacement, the prongs of 
said longer set being tied together at a point 
beyond the ends of the shorter set to prevent 
their spreading during the shearing action. 

4. An implement of the character de 
scribed having sets of relatively movable 
prongs with juxtaposed coöperating cutting 
edges for masticating purposes, the prongs 
of One of Said sets being longer than those 
of the other, and serving as fork tines, said 
prongs being carried by parts pivotally con 
nected together, the pivot joint comprising 
a round headed Screw on one part, the other 
part having a guide slot through which the 
stem of said Screw passes, said parts having 
concentric bearing surfaces, substantially as 
described. 

5. An implement of the character de 
scribed having sets of relatively movable 
prongs with juxtaposed coöperating cutting 
edges for masticating purposes, the prongs 
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of one of said sets being longer than those 
of the other, and Serving as fork tines, said 
prongs being carried by parts pivotally con 
nected together, the pivot joint comprising 
a round headed screw on one part, the other 
part having a guide slot through which the 
stem of said screw passes, said parts having 
concentric bearing surfaces, together with 
a concentric bearing surface for the rounded 
head of the screw. 

6. An implement of the character de 
scribed, having relatively movable masticat 
ing prongs, Some of said prongs with co 
operating shearing edges being of greater 
length than the others and serving as fork 
tines when the prongs are secured against 
relative movement, in combination with 
Spring governed locking means for holding 
said prongs in closed position. 

7. An implement of the character de 
scribed, having relatively movable masticat 
ing prongs, some of Said prongs with co 
operating shearing edges being of greater 
length than the others and serving as fork 
tines when the prongs are secured against 
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relative movement, in combination with 
spring governed locking means for holding 
said prongs in closed position, and means 
for readily controlling said spring locking 
means when closing said prongs. 

8. A device of the character described 
comprising relatively movable sets of inter 
engaging shearing prongs of Substantially 
the same curvature so that they may be 
brought into register in closed position, one 
set of prongs being of greater length than 
the other and projecting beyond the latter 
in the closed position to serve as fork tines, 
together with means for tying together the 
free ends of said longer set of prongs to 
prevent their spread during shearing action. 

9. A device of the character described 
comprising relatively movable sets of inter 
engaging shearing prongs of substantially 
the same curvature so that they may be 
brought into register in closed position, one 
set of prongs being of greater length than 
the other and projecting beyond the latter 
in the closed position to serve as fork tines, 
together with readily freed latching means 
for holding said prong sets in register, said 
latching means comprising a pivoted latch 
pin, a leaf spring jointed to said pin and 
holding it in engaging position, and a dis 
placeable button engaging said spring and 
passing through the fork handle whereby 
said latch may be swung out of engaging 
position by pressure upon said spring. 

10. A device of the character described 
comprising two levers pivoted together and 
forming a handle and a set of prongs rigid 
With each of said handle levers and inter 
engaging to form coöperating masticating 
prongs, One set of prongs being longer than 
the other, together with means for holding 
said handle levers together, in which posi 
tion the projecting ends of said longer set 
of prongs may serve as fork tines, the free 
ends of said longer set of prongs being tied 
together to prevent their spread during the 
shearing action, substantially as described. 

in testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification, in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

ACHILLE MARIE MORE AUX. 
Witnesses: 

CHARLES DONY, 
LEON PEILLET. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D. C.' 
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