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(57) Abrége/Abstract:

This portable device relates to an in-line switch used to illuminate. The switch has a housing; a main switch constructed at least
In part of a translucent material and received In a surface of the housing; and an illuminating element contained in the housing
for providing a source of light. The switch provides a soft glowing light which Is visible In a darkened room. Elderly people
remove their eyeglasses when resting, and the soft glowing light locates the switch when light Is required at bedside.
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ABSTRACT

This portable device relates to an in-line switch used to illuminate. The switch has a housing; a
main switch constructed at least in part of a translucent material and received in a surface of the
housing; and an illuminating element contained in the housing for providing a source of light.
The switch provides a soft gbwing light which is visible in a darkened room. Elderly people

remove their eyeglasses when resting, and the soft glowing light locates the switch when light is
required at bedside.
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LUBMIMATED IN-LINE COMNTROLLEER

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

A==

This portable devics relales 1o an indding swilch used, more speafically 1o swilch with & 0

2 glowang ight
BALKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relgtes 0 a novel configuration for a controlier which can be usaed by sidarty

seonie, disabind peopie and bospitsl patiends. Paople ususgily remove thelr eyeginssss when

peo and s makes i dificul o fnd g comventiona! switch it g darkened room when attempling
100 o keate an elecinical device such as g lamp (e near s imz}} Liger of this conlradisr Overnmmes

that difficuity. The device uses an duminsied rocker swicn ¢ s rehahiily encised in 3

shicl resistant plastio case. The device s conneciad 10 g power cord which lenminsles i 4

Lase e

SEHEoint SoHL oG

There gre dluminated wall swilches gvailable, soms with LED Bghis winoh carmol Dg used by

18 pereons i beed There is 3 portable device made by Lutron™ Elsclironics under US patent ng

4,405 808 that s o smal! LED Bght and s difficuit for an sider iy parson 0 see with theiy
:.s:};“e.:g;;%a..,;. ses remcved i a darkened roorm, The present device Das & riaciion on ing Case Wit

t.'
D
B
~
Tad

g hobe my ) through which 3 slring may be insertad 10 suspend the devics 00 yse i 3 sl

o i chubd peood 2 ronm whien apdiiances such a8 1ans of elacing NeRiers Bre used.

20 BUBMMARY OF THE INVERNTHON

A

A primary ohisch of the present invention i 10 provide & sunpls, relabie, ;'w*i D e

A

cortroiing devics 0 be used in 8 darkened room, o.g. by elderly and disabled peopls who

reaTicwve thelr eveginsses when in bed. A further obiective of the invenbion & 10 provids @ devins

that s eastly instalied. Thiz device has g mindimam of parts which can b manuiactured with

)\

25 eonvenbional machinery and 5 easily asseridis

Toward these oheclives o praferred emibodiment s desonbed a5 diows:

. NPT U SN FUNE {5, < . e h : ’ < & 25 ® "4 Ay : v 2 . ¥ " 5 " ot g e s X . Vo
By iabde in-dne Hhiamingied swilch encinsad w1 & shiook resisiant Hasho 088 DEviEg 2ty

asigtant pinstic feel The swileh i mounisd on pedesiale molded on 2 botlom pigte, A

conducior povsr corgd with nned corgductor ergds arg insartad i ine swiich byoangd ownen e

a\

Lo
(-
-
\
N
i

sthesry pate and case gre assembled, the power oord exils the case and termingles i &

rnainffornale oiug of 4 welbRnown boe, The male part of the gl & neerled o g oower

....................................................................................................................................................................................
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sodgros outlet and g bed lamp or such & nserisd into he femede part of said phay. A bead lamg

may be controded and dhanmated o bevdside use. A further embodiment may e rogransmad

o drrEnate & hadl or Dethroom O such providingg & sale armvironment

Sithouth vanss ambodiments have Dean descrinesd above rrany vanabons and modiioainns

" s

Wi ruow D@ Bapparent D inose skieg i he ol

Vanahons such 23 - 5 device, poriable, wilh an diuminaisd swaloh suitabie g g ool operaisd
device oy domeshio use, A parmanent z;;«zz;;m,zi ey e attachedt o g bed amp oordrcier o use
iy hospiials wihgre much o Ine furnityre B enpmeided medal A o hese devines may De

croviueed n decorainr colrs.
Gafiiit RPN O T DR AWIRGE

2 preterred embodinent oF this iwvenbon s desonbed in the allacned dravanis i whichs

ol S e P SN A R e , : . ” . H ».
iy, 1 s g pian view O he preferred embodimeni,

5 an and view of FIG 1

4
"
LK
{}v

ol

e T . . . B S S I T ,
i % im oo onectinn view of awls o B 1

4.'.\.
‘.w.

i, 4 b e plan view of B power cord s

UG OB g plen view INSKG GAase.

i T g plany view oF switch mounting pigde,

a8 & side vienw Of PG, Y

s, B s seclion showing seralons grippng fsuiglion on power cord,

G 10 im g plan view OF bed lamp controlier wilh dluminaied eousre pusihebution face,
Fi 1Y i an end view of PG 1

G, 1218 2 console cordfiguration,

i, 1348 2 gang conhiguraiion,

AT AN L DERBURIPTION OF THE INYVENTION

QI

.\.\.\.\

1 e preterred embodiment of he inveniion s desonbed as o

i 1 designales 3 poriabie dlumingted recker swilich 1, sooured within an impactrasisiive

pasho case 2. The botlom pigle 3, shown in IS 3, b prederably molded of similar mslerisl 3
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'\‘\

the case 2. The botiom plate shown i FHE. 8 shows pedesiais 4 B, of moided articuiatsd
struciure on which the rocker awilch 1 is mounied, In PG 1 o prodection 818 moided on
’z-’rz{;;a;f';?:.'iif";g_; cisvier 3 oandd gy DO Uses 0 BUS ,{;M}zi SIS0 Gevios Iy A z-‘::érérzgg- fig. in P T ine
sized area e used o guite power cord B from ewileh over raiged serrstion 8 which i3 modded
50 with mouniing plate 3. Referrng now o PG, §, he rased semalions 8 ’%ﬁ arey neided with

f‘. £

mcunting plate 3 and are part of the arficuiaied sirutiure within Ine case 2. A Wo-Dondudior

-

power cable $1 with conducions laid paraiieh wilh vinyt insuiation, 18 typically used o oonnect 1
durinsted swilch 1. The bare ends of the oond ¥ arg preterably inned and meartad S 30K
cormect switch openings. The pover corgd 8 of a sullable length with swileh attgched ang

1y mnounted on pedesials 4 8 in FIG Bis guided over serralion 8 MG 7 thecase Zin i 118

'..A

cuatiad over base plate 3 in FIG. 3 and g plurality of fastensrs {4 sorews shown} arg insaertad in

"v-‘»"'

ppaning 14 14a 15 18 for fingl sssembly. The use of fasteners such 88 sorews 8 eplions ihe

RN

hyor parts may be kapt together by Iriction with & snap-on type engagement. The power oord 4

as cdesoribad above s of 3 suitabls length and feominaies In g special plug of a walbinown ype

}'\

15 with M/F feaiures, The sofl plastc feet 18 17 3z shown in Fil 8 are nsaried iy pre-qmoidsd

FELBELES.

MWWM‘:M .0-

Furtheer smbockiments of e vvention are desoribed i the drapangs FHeS, 10, 19, 12, 1380 R
10 represents g nodable gang configuration where Bluminated swilch laces sre differemt oolows

try Bun uneyd for gitferent nek

RS0 represents o condrailer 23 using o swiloh 1 with Bumminated face with a push-bulion

ot

P
X

corfigrration shovn i 280, FHS VT is an and view of Fils 10, and g tarmgls recepiacis 21 18
sipnn TOF 8 DOWET SOUNCe oy an adiiticna! appianges,

ool
vy &

g oA
v ;g'..-

G, 12 ropresents g conedds conhiouration suitable for use i for exarmpie 5 hobel or molsd
consoie would nclude semvices such a3 teiephone 22, o contraller 23 (or .. 4 bed amp), ook

..

25 24 sk coinputer ouliet 28, B 1318 g gang conhiguration,

Alihough prefered ermbodimenis have been deaanbed, many varations and modifications wiil
b mnparerd 16 hose skilled 0 the art and i s tharelore, preferrsd ihal g wwveniion D Bmiled

poh Y e ahove displosure ut ondy by the appendsd daumnms,

w3
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CLAIMS
WE CLAIM:

1. A portable in-line switching device comprising:
e a housing;
¢ a main switch constructed at least In part of a translucent material and received in a
surface of the housing; and

e an illuminating element contained in the housing for providing a source of light and.
2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the housing is a shock-resistant plastic case.

3. The device according to any of claims 1 to 2, wherein the housing is fastened to a base,

the base comprising two pedestals.

4. The device according to claim 3, wherein the base further defining a hole for attaching

the housing to an external object.

D. The device according to claim 4, wherein the base comprises a projection, the projection

defining the hole.

6. The device according to claim 3, wherein the base comprises feet for reducing skidding

on external surfaces.

7. The device according to claim 3, wherein the feet are inserted into a plurality of recesses

defined in said base.

8. The device according to claim 3, wherein the base comprises a raised area for guiding a

power cord from the main switch out of the housing.

Q. The device according to claim 3, wherein the base comprises a first raised serration and

the raised area guides the power cord from the main switch over the raised serration out of the

housing.

10. The device according to claim 9, wherein the housing defines a second raised serration

opposing the first raised serration for securing the power cord when the housing is fastened to

the base.

11. The device according to claim 10, wherein the plane defined by the first and the second

raised serration is transverse to the axis of the power cord.

12. The device according to claim 10, wherein each of the raised serrations presses on a

resilient insulation layer covering the power cord when securing the power cord.

Vv et e R, AR R - AT o S W R kLA e - T - - s R R I e L ey L, 58 eyl by sl = VW s - = e
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13. The device according to claim 3, wherein the switch is of the rocker switch type, the

switch mounted on the two pedestals.

14, The device according to claim 3, wherein the main switch is of the pushbutton switch

type, the main switch being mounted on the two pedestals.

15. The device according to claim 3, wherein the illuminating element is in electrical

communication with the power cord.

16. The device according to claim 3, further comprising a female receptacle for providing
power to an external appliance, the female receptacle being in electrical communication with the

power cord.

17. The device according to claim 1, further comprising:
e a second switch constructed at least in part of a translucent material and received in the

surface of the housing.

18. The device according to claim 17, wherein the translucent material of the second switch
has a different colour from the translucent material of the main switch for distinguishing the

second switch from the main switch.

10. The device according to any of claims 1 to 18, wherein the illuminating element serves

as a beacon for a person in a darkened environment.

20. The device according to any of claims 1 to 18 for use in a bed or in a room where an

electric fan or an electric heater is being used.
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