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This invention relates to golfing equipment, and more
particularly to a combination golf ball carrier and dis-
penser adapted for mounting on a golf cart.

It is the principal object of the present invention to pro-
vide a combination golf ball carrier and dispenser which
is adapted for mounting upon the handle of a collapsible
golf cart and is capable of retaining golf balls therein
either in the extended or retracted position of the golf cart
handle.

Another important object of this invention is the pro-
vision of a combination golf ball carrier and dispenser
which is of extremely simplified construction for eco-
nomical manufacture.

The foregoing and other objects and advantages of this
invention will appear from. the following detailed descrip-
tion, taken in connection with the accompanying drawing,
in which:

FIG. 1 is a view in side elevation of a collapsible golf
cart arranged in carrying position and showing mounted
on the handle thereof a combination golf ball carrier and
dispenser embodying the features of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a foreshortened plan view of a combination
golf ball carrier and dispenser embodying the features of
the present invention, a portion thereof being broken
away to disclose details of internal construction;

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary side elevation showing a form
of clamp by which to mount the combination golf ball
carrier and dispenser on the handle of a golf cart; and

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along the line 4—4 in
FI1G. 3.

The combination golf ball carrier and dispenser of the
present invention is adapted particularly for mounting
upon the foldable handle 10 of a collapsible golf cart 12
of the conventional type exemplified in FIG. 1.

In the preferred embodiment illustrated in the drawing,
the combination golf ball carrier and dispenser includes
an elongated hollow cylinder 14. The interpal diameter
of the cylinder is chosen to be only slightly greater than
the diameter of a conventional golf ball 16, and is pref-
erably of a length sufficient to house five or six golf balls,
stacked one against the other. The cylinder may be made
of plastic, cardboard, metal, or any other suitable mate-
rial. For purposes which will appear hereinafter, it is
preferred to construct the cylinder of thin gauge metal.

In the illustrated embodiment, golf balls are fed into
the cylinder through one open end, herein called the in-
feed end 18, and removed from the opposite open end,
herein called the dispensing end 20, Means are provided
adjacent the opposite ends of the cylinder for resiliently
restricting the internal diameter of the cylinder fo prevent
the unrestricted passage of golf balls therethrough. As il-
lustrated, a U-shaped cut 22 is made in the cylinder wall
adjacent the infeed end 18 with the spaced ends of the
cut facing the infeed end of the cylinder. The cylinder
wall segment 24 defined by the cut forms a resilient leaf
spring. This spring then is bent inward at its free end,
which faces the dispensing end 20 of the cylinder, to form
a resilient obstruction to the passage of a golf ball.

In similar manner, a U-shaped cut 26 is made in the
cylinder wall adjacent the dispensing end 2§, with the
spaced ends of the cut facing the infeed end 18 of the
cylinder. The segment 28 defined by the cut 26 forms a

10

20

30

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

2

resilient leaf spring which, upon being bent inward at the
end facing the dispensing end of the cylinder, forms an
obstruction which resiliently resists the passage of a golf
ball out through the dispensing end. ‘

Although one resilient spring adjacent each end of the
cylinder is sufficient for retaining the golf balls in the cyl-
inder, the embodiment illustrated provides four springs 24
adjacent the infeed end 18, disposed 90° apart, and two
springs 28 adjacent the dispensing end 20, disposed 180°
apart.

PAn opening is provided in the cylinder wall at the dis-
pensing end 29, to expose sufficient surface of the first golf
ball 16 to the thumb or finger so that the golf ball may
be pushed or pulled through the dispensing end, against
the resistance of the obstructing spring 28. In the em-
bodiment illustrated, said opening is provided in the form
of at least one notch 3¢ cut into the cylinder wall from
the dispensing end longitudinally rearward for a length suf-
ficient to expose more than the forward half of the golf
ball. Although one such notch is sufficient, two diamet-
rically opposed notches are provided in the embodiment
illustrated. These notches are displaced 90° from the dia-
metrically opposed resilient springs 28. By means of the
two notches, the golf ball may be grasped between the
thumb and finger and pulled through the dispensing end
of the cylinder, as will be apparent.

In the event the cylinder is made of beavier gauge metal,
plastic, or other material from which it is not practicable
to strike resilient spring segments, resilient leaf springs may
be secured to the inner wall of the cylinder, at the desired
locations, by means of rivets or other conventional fasten-
ing means. Other resilient means, such as spring-loaded
retractable balls, may be employed if desired.

The cylinder may be mounted detachably on a goif cart
handie, or other suitable location, by any conventional
clamping means. In the embodiment illustrated and best
shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the clamp is formed in part by
outwardly struck segments 32, 34 of the cylinder 14. Each
of these segments is provided with a longitudinal slot 36
through which to freely receive the inturned end portions
38 of a U-shaped strap 40. The closed portion of the
strap is adapted to encircle a portion of the golf cart han-
dle 19, and axially aligned openings in the strap adjacent
the inturned ends 38 freely receive a clamping bolt 42
therethrough. A wing nut 44 is then tightened upon the
threaded portion of the bolt to draw the clamp firmly
about the handle.

The combination golf ball carrier and dispenser de-
scribed hereinbefore is used as follows: The cylinder 14 is
mounted upon the golf cart handle 18 so that the dispens-
ing end 20 faces downward when the golf cart handle is
unfolded to the carrying position illustrated in FIG. 1.
When a golf ball is needed, the player grasps the golf ball
exposed through the notches 30 and pulls the same past
the resilient springs 28 out through the dispensing ends of
the cylinder. The succeeding balls thereupon gravitate
downward until the lowermost ball is obstructed by the
springs.

‘When the golf cart handle 10 is folded downward, dur-
ing collapsing of the cart for storage, the balls carried in
the container hereupon gravitate toward the infeed end 18
of the cylinder until passage is obstructed by the resilient
springs 24 provided at that end. Thus, the balls are re-
tained securely in the container.

Additional balls are fed into the cylinder through the
infeed end 18, by forcing them inward against the resist-
ance of the springs 24.

From the foregoing it will be apparent that the present
invention provides extremely simplified and economical
means by which to facilitate the carriage and dispensing
of golf balls from, a convenient place of storage on a col-
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lapsible golf cart. The device is adaptable for mounting
at any convenient location on the cart or golf bag, and it
functions effectively in its twofold function of storage and
dispensing.

1t will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
changes and modifications may be made in the details of
construction described hereinbefore without departing
from the spirit of this invention and the scope of the
appended claims.

Having now described our invention and the manner in
which it may be used, what we claim as new and desire
to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. A combination golf ball carrier and dispenser, com-
prising an elongated hollow cylinder having one longi-
tudinal end opening defining a golf ball dispensing open-
ing, the cylinder and dispensing opening having an inter-
nal diameter slightly larger than the diameter of a golf
ball to permit the passage of a golf ball longitudinally
therethrough, and resiliently retractable abutment means
on the cylinder adjacent the dispensing opening normally
projecting into the cylinder and restricting the internal
diameter thereof to less than the diameter of a golf ball
for retaining the latter in the cylinder, the cylinder having
a pair of diametrically opposed slots therein extending
longitudinally from the dispensing opening toward the op-
posite end of the cylinder and beyond the abutment means
a distance sufficient only to expose a major proportion of
the diameter of a golf ball positioned against the abut-
ment means, whereby the golf ball may be gripped be-
tween the fingers and extracted from the cylinder through
the dispensing opening by outward deflection of the abut-
ment means.

2. A combination golf ball carrier and dispenser, com-
prising an elongated hollow cylinder open at both longi-
tudinal ends, one end opening defining a golf ball infeed
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opening and the opposite end opening defining a golf ball
dispensing opening, the cylinder and end openings having
an internal diameter slightly larger than the diameter of a
golf ball to permit the passage of the golf ball longitu-
dinally therethrough, and resiliently retractable abutment
means on the cylinder adjacent the opposite open ends
thereof normally projecting into the cylinder and restrict-
ing the internal diameter thereof to less than the diameter
of a golf ball for retaining the latter in the cylinder, the
cylinder having a pair of diametrically opposed slots there-
in extending longitudinally from the dispensing opening
toward the opposite end of the cylinder and beyond the
abutment means a distance sufficient only to expose a
major proportion of the diameter of a golf ball positioned
against the adjacent abutment means, whereby -the golf
ball may be gripped between the fingers and extracted
from the cylinder through the dispensing opening by out-
ward deflection of the abutment means.
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