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This invention relates to improvements in garment sup-
ports and is directed to a new and novel coat and trouser
hanger.

Many styles of hangers have been developed for sus-
pending coats ‘'and trousers together which preform the
desired function efficiently, but which nevertheless are de-
signed with a lack of ingenuity and foresight which mate-
rially affects the value of the article from the economic
point of view both of the manufacturer and the consumer.
Such lack of ingenuity also affects the ease with which
the hanger can be handled in use, even though; as above
stated it may serve its purpose as a supporting device after
the coat and trousers have been respectively hung thereon
and secured thereto.

It is an object of the present invention, in view of the
foregoing, to provide a new hanger device for a coat
and trousers wherein the individual parts are fabricated
and joined together in a novel and unique manner which
is not only simple and easy to use or operate, but which
may be produced and sold economically.

1t is another object of this invention to provide a hanger
which not only has the foregoing advantages, but one
in which the said advantages are to a great extent attained
by reason of the fact that an important element of the
device may be easily formed by samping and joined or
secured to other elements with a minimum of labor.

Another object of the invention is to provide a hanger
of the character stated wherein a coat supporting bar
and a pair of jaw members for gripping and suspending
a pair of trousers, are coupled together by a unique type
of spring unit formed in one piece in such manner that
it can be firmly fixed to the coat bar with a single fastener
and which unit has spring legs joined to the jaw members
and biased to separated the latter, and wherein there is
an easily manipulated means connecting the legs by which
they may be drawn together to grip an article there-
between.

The invention will be best understood from a consider-
ation of the following detailed description taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a view in perspective of the combination
hanger of the present invention.

FIGURE 2 is a sectional view taken substantially on
the line 2—2 of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 3 is a view in perspective of the one piece
spring unit.

FIGURE 4 is a developed view of the spring metal
strip from which the spring unit is formed.

FIGURE 5 is a sectional view taken substantially on
line 5—5 of FIGURE 1.

Referring now more particularly to the drawing it will
be seen upon reference to FIGURE 1, that the hanger
comprises a long one piece, longitudinally arcuate bar
19, to which are attached the one piece spring unit 12 and
the pair of jaws forming trouser cuff gripping means 14,

The bar is formed, preferably by stamping, from a
single piece of metal of suitable material, such as alumi-
num or steel, or it may even be formed of a suitable
plastic such, for example, as Lucite. The bar is of a
suitable width and thickness. To give an example, with-
out intending to limit the invention thereto, the bar width
may be about one or one and a half inches and a thick-
ness of about from three-thirty seconds to about one-
eighth inch.
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9.

The bar, in addition to being generally arcuate through
its length, is formed with a short centrally located arcuate
portion 29; which curves sharply downward at its ends
as at 22, and then merges into the relatively long and
only very slightly longitudinally curved, or very .nearly
straight, opposite directed extention portions 24, and these
terminate in the downturned tips 26.

Additionally, the bar 1¢is slightly transversely bowed
or arcuate, the convex side being uppermost, as seen in
FIGURE 2.

At the transverse center of the bar a hole 28; is formed,
to receive the threaded iower end or shank of a hanger
hook. The hook is generally designated 30, and the
shank end, which is threaded as shown, is designated 34.

The spring unit 12 is formed in a suitable manner from
a single strip 36 of spring steel. It has a relatively wide
middle portion 38, joining the long end portions 4¢.
The middle portion provides the head of the formed unit
and the end portions provide the spring legs.

Centrally of the portion 38 a hole 42 is formed to
receive the hook shank 32.

The middle portion 38 of the spring unit is bent trans-
versely to an arcuate shape and the legs 4¢ are thereby
placed in spaced relation, diverging toward their free
ends and biased to return to this spaced apart divergent
relation after being pressed together.

The convex top of the head portion of the spring unit
comforms to the concave under surface of the central
portion 2§ of the bar, when it is placed thereagainst with
the holes 28 and 42 aligned.

When the two parts are put together in this manner
the shank 32 of the hook, having first had a lock nut
44 threaded thereon, is extended through the holes 28
and 42 and a cap nut 46 is threaded on the end of the
shank to bear against the underside of the head 38. The
two nuts may then be drawn tightly together to firmly
join the bar and spring unit.

When the top of the arcuate head portion 38 is thus
seated and secured in the concave underside of the bar, it
will be seen that the spring legs will be positioned in a
plane perpendicular to the bar, and the spring unit can-
not turn from this position. :

The gripping means 14 comprises the two jaw members
59 which are longitudinally arcuate through the major
part of their length, each terminating in the short straight
portion 51. These short terminal portions 51 of the
two jaws are parallel so as to come together flatly when
the jaws are closed, and the terminals 51 of one jaw each
has an inner surface depression 52 which receives an
inner surface button 53, as shown in FIG. 5, to effect a
firm grip on an article therebetween.

The inner faces of the two jaw members are preferably
covered by a suitable friction material 54, of sponge
rubber, plastic, felt or the like.

Each of the jaw members 58 is formed with an out-
struck loop 535 midway between its ends, beneath which
is clamped or gripped the bottom, free end 56 of a leg 40
of the spring unit 12. This connection between the loop
55 and the end of the leg may be maintained by friction
only or by any other suitable means.

Coupling the legs 40 together is an elongate slide-ring
53. This ring encircles the two legs and is of such length

- that when it is slid down toward the jaws it will draw the

latter together.

Although the entire unit 12 is resilient so that both the
legs and the middie or head portion will bend and be
placed under tension when the legs are pressed toward one
another, the greater width of the middle or head portion
will keep it from bending or flexing as easily as the nar-
rower leg portions. Thus when the lower, jaw carry-
ing ends of the legs are pressed toward one another, as by
forcing the slide-ring 58 downwardly thereon, the sides
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of the middle or head portion will bend less freely than
the legs extending therefrom and the legs will bow out-
wardly, as shown in FIG. 2, and the slide-ring therefore
will not slip up accidently on the legs.

From the foregoing it will be seen that there is provided
by the present invention a new and novel combined coat
and trouser hanger which can not only be made light in
weight and of strong construction, but which can be made
economically.

I claim:

1. In a combined coat and trouser hanger wherein there
is an elongate longitudinally arcuate coat supporting bar
and a pair of elongate cooperating jaw members disposed
longitudinally of the concave side of said bar; the com-
bination with said bar and jaw members of a one piece
substantially U-shaped inverted spring metal connecting
member between the bar and said jaw members having
spaced leg portions joined by an arcuate bight portion,
the said leg portions being biased to separate to 2 divergent
relation and each leg being secured at its free end to the
mid-point of a jaw member and said bight portion being
secured to and against the mid-point of said bar on the
concave side thereof to position said spaced apart legs in
a plane normal to the bar, there being a slide-ring en-
circling and coupling said legs for drawing the free ends
of the legs and the jaw members together when slid on the
legs toward the jaw members, the said spring metal
connecting member consisting of a single length of flat
material having a short longitudinal section midway be-
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tween its ends of materially greater width and less flexibil-
ity than the remaining parts which form the legs, and said
short section being bent transversely midway between the
ends thereof to form said bight portion, the said leg parts
being of greater flexibility than the said bight portion as-
sume an outwardly bowed form when the free ends thereof
are drawn together by the slide ring and function to op-
pose accidental slipping of the slide ring away from the
jaw members when it has been moved to its Jowest posi-
tion on the legs, and means attached to said mid-point
of the bar on the convex side thereof for suspending the
hanger.

2. The invention according to claim 1, wherein the said
means for suspending the hanger consists of a hook hav-
ing a threaded shank end extending through the bar
and through an opening in the said bight portion and a
nut threaded on said shank end below the bar and said
bight portion and contacting the bight portion and a
means carried by the shank end above and engaging the
top of the bar and cooperating with said nut to secure
the bight portion to the concave side of the bar.
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