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restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1-32 and 44-64

Remark on Protest l:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

|:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
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D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
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Group I, claim(s) 1-38, 44-64 and 65-69, drawn to an optical element/apparatus for interacting with electromagnetic energy.

Group II, claim(s) 39-43, drawn to a method of producing a refractive element.
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The inventions are related a process of making and product made and are distinct because the product as claimed could be made by
another materially different process as evidenced by Ishikawa et al. US 6,831,722

Further within Group I, this application contains claims directed to more than one species of the generic invention. These species are
deemed to lack unity of invention because they are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1.

In order for more than one species to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid. The species are as follows:
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The species listed above do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, the
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Species 111, claim(s) 65-69 is drawn to an apparatus for interacting with electromagnetic energy with three or more sections having
different electromagnetic parameters.
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