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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Hexry M. F. Leteuty,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Dawson, in the county of Dallas and State of
Towa, have invented a new and useful Neck-
Yoke Center, of which the following is a
specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
neck yoke center of simple, durable, and in-
expensive construction, so arranged that a
vehicle pole is firmly held against longitudi-
nal movement relative to the neck yoke so
long as the neck yoke is in position at right
angles relative to the vehicle pole, or at any
position of its swinging movement relative to
the pole where it may be moved when draft
animals are connected to it, and, further, to
provide a device of this kind by which the
neck yoke may be readily and easily de-
tached from the pole by swinging the neck
yoke to an angle of about forty-five degrees
relative to the pole.

A further object is to provide a neck yoke
center that is firmly braced and supported
against all of the strains liable to be thrown
upon it.

My invention consists in the construction,
arrangement and combination of the various
parts of the device, whereby the objects con-
templated are attained, as hereinafter more
fully set forth, pointed out in my claims, and
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which

Tigure 1 shows a top or plan view of the
forward end of a vehicle pole, and the central
portion of a neck yoke with my improved
neck yoke center connected therewith, the
neck yoke being at such an angle relative to
the pole that 1t may be detached. Fig. 2
shows a front end elevation of the same with
the neck yoke center at the same angle rela-
tive to the pole, and Fig. 3 shows a central
longitudinal sectional view of the forward
end of a vehicle pole, and a neck yoke having

5 my improved neck yoke center connected

therewith, the neck yoke being at right an-
gles to the vehicle pole and being firmly
locked or secured thereon.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
I have used the reference numeral 10 to indi-
cate the neck yoke which may be of any of
the ordinary sizes and shapes and of any de-
sirable material. . Fixed to the forward cen-
tral portion of same is a plate 11, having pro-
jected forwardly therefrom a bracket 12.

Fixed to the same plate isa metalguardloop
13 substantially oblong in shape and ex-
tended downwardly and fonv:u‘dlly from the
plate 11. At the lower central portion of the
guard loop 13 is an arm 14 formed inte-
grally with the loop and extended rear-

wardly, then downwardly at 15, then rear-

wardly at 16, and then rearwardly and up-
wardly at 17.  Pivotally supported between
the bracket 12 and the arm 14 is a sleeve 15
of a size and shape to receive the forward end
of a vehicle pole. This sleeve is supported
upon the pivots 19 and 20 which permit the
sleeve to swing in a horizontal plane.  The
vehicle pole is of the ordinary construction
and is indicated by the numeral 21, and is
provided on its forward end with a metal
socket 22 having formed thereon a vib 23 ex-
tending downwardly and forwardly.

The parts before described are so shaped
and proportioned relative to each other that
when the sleeve 18 is at right angles to the
neck yoke, the sleeve cannot be moved rear-
wardly to its proper position over the pole
because the rib 23 would strike upon the up-
wardly projecting portion 17 of the arm 14,
however, if the sleeve is turned to position at
an angle of substantially forty-five degrees
relative to the neck yoke, as clearly shown in
Figs. 1 and 2, then the sleeve 18 may be
moved rearwardly over the end of the vehi-
cle pole until the rib 23 is in position in front
of tfle part 17, whereupon the neck yoke may
be moved to position at right angles to the
vehicle pole and the said rib 23 will then be
retained in position between the part 17 and
the sleeve 18. When in this position, the
neck yoke may freely swing from side to side,
as far as is ordinarily required in general use,
without having the rib 23 ever reach any po-
sition where the sleeve 18 could slide over the
forward end of the pole, hence, the neck yoke
is firmly secured to the pole, and cannot be
removed from the pole except when the neck
yoke is moved to a certain pre-determined
angle relative to the pole, which angle could
not be reached in the course of ordinary use,
however, when it is desired to detach the
neck yoke, the operator can casily and
quickly move the neck yole to the desired
angle and then move it forwardly over the
end of the pole. Obviously, this may be
done without the operator’s grasping or mov-
ing any spring actuated catch device, such as
have frequently been employed in devices of
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this kind. Furthermore, the device is of

very strong and durable construction and
has no spring actuated latch devices of any
kind that are liable to be broken or to get out
of order.

I claim as my invention.

1. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a neck yoke, a sleeve below
the neck yoke being pivotally connected to it
to swing laterally, and being designed to re-
ceive a vehicle pole, an arm below the sleeve
extending rearwardly and upwardly there-
from, said arm being in a fixed position with
reference to the neck yolke, the arrangement
of parts being such that when the sleeve is
moved to its lateral limit, & vehicle pole in
the sleeve will be thereby freed from engage-
ment with the arm, and may be readily re-
moved from the sleeve.

2. In a device of the class described, the
combination of & neck yoke, a substantiaily
oblong loop fixed to the neck yoke and ex-
tended downwardly and forwardly there-
from, a bracket fixed to the neck yoke and
extended forwardly, a sleeve pivotally sup-
ported between the bracket and the central
portion of said loop, and an arm fixed to the
lower end of the loop, extended rearwardly
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therefrom and then upwardly in the rear of
the sleeve for the purposes stated.

3. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a neck yoke, a vehicle pole
having a rib near its forward end extended
downwardly and forwardly, a sleeve pivot-
ally connected to the central portion of the
neck yoke and extended below it, said sleeve
being capable of swinging in a horizontal
plane, and also being capable of receiving the
forward end of the vehicle pole, and an arm
fixed in position below the sleeve and ex-
tended rearwardly and then upwardly in the
rear of the slesve, said parts being so propor-
tioned that when the sleeve is extended at an
angle of about forty-five degrees relative to
the neck yole, the pole may be inserted in
the sleeve and the rib on the pole extended to
the point in front of the rear end of said arm,
so that when the neck yolke is moved to posi-
tion at about right angles to the pole, the
said rib will be positioned between the said
arm and the rear end of the sleeve.

Des Moines, Iowa, April 16, 1908.

HENRY M. F. LEIGHTY.

Witnesses: o o
J. R, SUMMERSON,

L. 8. LaviNesToN.
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