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The invention relates to expansible bracelets, and more
particularly to those of the type intended to be used as
watch bracelets.

The primary object of the invention is to provide a
bracelet of simple and inexpensive construction.

Another object of the invention is to provide a bracelet
having smooth edges.

A further object of the invention is to provide a bracelet
having a substantially continuous front face, but having
the elements of the rear face slightly spaced apart when
in the retracted condition, so that the hairs on the wearer’s
wrist will not be caught in the bracelet which causes
substantial discomfort to many users of such bracelets.

Further objects and advantages of the invention will
appear more fully from the following description, espe-
cially when taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings which form a part thereof.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 shows in top plan view a part of a bracelet em-
bodying my invention;

Fig. 2 is a front view on a smaller scale;

Fig. 3 is a cross-section on the line 3—3 of Fig. 2
with the bracelet in retracted condition;

Fig. 4 is a similar view with the bracelet in expanded
condition;

Fig. 5 is a cross-section through one of the front units
on the line 5—S5 of Fig. 7;

Fig. 6 is a rear view of the central part of one of
the front units; and

Fig. 7 is a cross-section on the line 7—7 of Fig. 1.

The bracelet is formed of two rows of units, staggered
with respect to each other, the front units 2 and the rear
units 4, the rear units being intended to lie against the
skin. Each unit includes a sheet metal shell 6 of rec-
tangular cross-section and having open ends, these shells
being alike in both rows.

Each shell of one row is connected to two shells of
the other row by connecting members formed of strip
metal. The connecting members have legs 8, 10 extend-
ing into the open ends of shells of the front and rear
rows respectively and a connecting part having portions
12, 14 of different heights, the portion 12 of lower height
being on the same side as leg 8 which extends into the
open end of the front shell.

Within each shell are bowed leaf springs each having
a central portion 16 which Tests against the inner wall
of the shell and end portions 18 which rest against the
legs 8, 10, pressing them against the outer shell walls.

The front shells are provided with cover plates, which
- may be suitably ormamented if desired. These plates
each include a portion 20 overlying the outer wall of front
shell 6, and extensions 22 at each end which are bent
over, as shown in Figs. 1 and 7, to overlie portions 12
of the connecting members. Along the sides of the plates
are flanges 24 which are bent around the side walls of
front shells 6 so as to lie between successive shells. The
plates are secured to the shells in any suitable fashion,
for example by tabs 26 (Figs. 5 and 6) which are bent
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into a slot 28 provided in the inner wall of the front

. shell 6. -
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The material of the plate is of the same thickness as
the difference in height between portions 12 and 14 so
that, as seen in Fig. 7, the edge of the bracelet presents
a substantially smooth surface. Bent parts 22 serve to
hold the connecting members in the shells, and thus pre-
vent the bracelet from coming apart. ‘

When the parts are moved from the retracted position
of Fig. 3 to the expanded position of Fig. 4, legs 8, 10
are twisted and bend the leaf springs, which resiliently
resist this movement and thus restore the bracelet to
retracted position when the pull on it is released.

The flanges 24 cause the shells of the front row to
be spaced apart by twice the flange thickness. Thus a
similar space 30 is left between the units of the rear row
even when the bracelet is contracted. By reason of this
space, the hairs on the wearer’s wrist will not be caught
between these rear units.

While I have described herein one embodiment of my
invention, I wish it to be understood that I do not intend
to limit -myself thereby except within the scope of the
claims hereto or hereinafter appended.

I claim:

1. An expansible bracelet comprising two parallel rows
of elongated shells extending parallel to one another and
open at their ends, the longitudinal axes of the shells be-
ing located in parallel planes and being perpendicular to
the axis of the row, the shells in one row being staggered
with respect to the shells in the other row, and means con-
necting each shell of one row to two shells of the other
row, each such connecting means comprising at each end
of the shells members having legs and a cross piece, one
leg of each conmecting member extending into an open
end of a shell in one row and the other leg extending into

" an open end of a shell in the other row, spring means in

each shell resisting turning of the legs, said members be-
ing of equal cross-section and bent substantially centrally
of the cross piece to provide offset portions of different
height, and a part carried by each shell of that row on
the side on which the portion of the cross piece of lower
height is arranged extending beyond the end of the shell
and bent over to overlie the portion of less height and
having the outer face of the bent over portion substan-
tially flush with the portion of greater height.

2. A bracelet as claimed in claim 1 i which said mem-
bers are formed of flat spring metal.

3. An expansible bracelet comprising inner and outer
parallel rows of elongated shells extending parallel to one
another and open at their ends, the longitudinal axes of
the shells being located in parallel planes and being per-
pendicular to the axis of the row, the shells in one row
being staggered with respect to the shells in the other row,
and means connecting each shell of one row to two shells
of the other row, each such connecting means comprising
at each end of the shells members having legs and a cross
piece, one leg of each connecting member extending into
an open end of a shell in one row and the other leg ex-
tending into an-open end of a shell in the other row,
spring means in each shell resisting turning of the legs,
said members being of equal cross-section and bent sub-
stantially centrally of the cross piece to provide offset
portions of different height, the part of less height being
adjacent the shell of the outer row, and a part carried by
each shell of the outer row extending beyond the end of
the shell and bent over to overlie the portion of less height
and having the outer face of the bent over portion sub-
stantially flush with the portion of greater height, said
part comprising a plate secured to and covering the outer
face of the shell having its edges parallel to the longitu-
dinal axis of the shell bent around the sides of the shell
to lie between successive shells in the outer row, the shells'
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of one row being of the same cross-section in.a. plane
transverse to said longitudinal axes of the shells as those
of the other row, the thickness of the bent edges of the
plate in the outer row causing the shells in.the inner row

to be normally spaced slightly apart so as to prevent the 5
catching of material between the shells :
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