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T o 1 Clalm.

This invention relates fo contamers adapted
for the storing and piecemeal dispensing of small
articles of uniform size such as pills, tablets or

.the like.

‘ It is an object of this invention to provide a
, container of this type which can be manufactured
,on a mass production scale from moldable ma-
*terial such as sheets of a plastic and more espe-
cially from sheets adapted to yield to pressure
of the fingers, and which is provided with an
inner guiding and partitioning rib or ribs while
still enabling the articles to be gripped between
two fingers across the yielding side walls, so that
by gripping for instance the third tablet in the
channel formed in the container, only the two
preceding tablets can drop out.

In the drawing affixed to this specification and
forming part thereof an embodiment of my in-
vention is illustrated diagrammatically by way
of example.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a plan view, while .

Figure 2 is a cross-section on the line IT—II
in Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawing, {, 1 are the parallel
substantially rectangular main walls of the con-
tainer, each formed of g thin sheet of a trans-
parent plastic, and 2, 2 are four half side walls
surrounding each main wall, said side walls be-
ing formed at their free edges with border ele-
ments 3 extending substantially in parallel with
the main walls and with each other. Each main
wall with the side walls and their border ele-
ments constitutes one half of the container,
which is formed by joining the two halves by
their border elements 8. 'The side walls referred
to in the claims appended to this specification are
formed, in the example here shown and de-
scribed, by two halves 2, 2.

An outlet opening 4 is formed in one of the
side walls near an adjoining wall and is sur-
rounded by a short neck 5.

A rib 6 extends inwardly from each main wall,
the two ribs extending in the same plane in
parallel relation with their free edges facing one
another. The ribs extend towards the opening in
parallel to the side wall extending axially of the
opening.

The relative dimensioning of the several parts
of the container constitutes a main feature of
this invention. In order to ensure a piecemeal
dispensing of the pills or other articles stored
therein, the top edges of the ribs are spaced from
one another by less than the thickness of an
article, thereby forcing the articles to travel

Sectlon 1 Pubhc Law 690, August 8 1946
Patent expires February 1, 1964

(CL 206—-—42 )

around the 1nner ends of the ribs in. order to

10

15

20

26

30

35

40

45

50

reach the outlet, while allowing the main walls
to move towards each other and the articles
nearing the outlet to be gripped between two
fingers across the yielding main walls. The side
walls are only g little higher than the thickness
of articles stored in the container, thereby pre-
venting two articles from getting jammed be-
tween the main walls. The ribs are spaced from
the side wall parallel and nearest to them only
a little more than the width of an article, and
the outlet opening is only a little wider than that
width.

It is obvious that the pair of ribs extending to-
wards each other to narrow the passage at this
point between the main walls, might be replaced
by a single rib formed in one main wall and ex-
tending its free edge so near to the other main
wall as to hinder the passage of an article across
the free edge of the rib.

It is equally obvious that in a container of
resiliently yielding transparent sheet material
the articles to be dispensed may be assisted by
the pressure of two fingers in reaching the out-
let.

I wish it to be understood that I do not desire
to be limited to the details of construction shown
and described, for obvious modifications will oc-
cur to a person skilled in the art.

I claim:

A dispensing package of articles comprising a
pair of opposed flat main wall members formed
of yieldable transparent material having facing
rims fastened together to form side walls slightly
higher than the smallest diameter of said arti-
cles, one of said walls having an outlet opening
therein, at least one of said main wall members
having an inwardly projecting rib formed there-
in, said rib being spaced from the opposite sur-
face of the other main wall member by a distance
slichtly less than the smallest diameter of said
articles and having one end sufficiently close to
one side wall at a point near the outlet opening
so that said articles cannot pass between said one
rib end and said one side wall, said rib extending
in a direction parallel to a second side wall and
spaced therefrom by a distance sufficient so that
a single row only of said articles may be received
therebetween, said rib having its opposite end
spaced from the side wall opposite said one side
wall, said rib being effective to separate two
chambers in the interior of said package such
that articles may pass from one chamber to the
other only between said opposite rib end and

_ said opposite side wall, the chamber between said
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rib and said second side wall deflning an outlet
passage leading to said outlet opening for re-
ceiving said single row of articles, said space be-
tween the rib and the opposite surface of the
other main wall member being sufficient to per-
mit the portions: of the main wall members ad-~
jacent said outlet passage to be moved toward
each other at any point along the passage far
enough to engage an article in said single row
and retain it and the articles behind-it in the
package during a dispensing operation.
CHARLES. NICOLLE.
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