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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FERNANDO W. ANDRUS,
of Watertown, county of Middlesex, State of
Massachusetts, have invented an Improve-
ment in Games, of which the following de-
scription, in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, is a specification, like letters
and figures on the drawings representing like
parts.

This invention has for its object to con-
struct a game especially designed for lawns,
yet it may be used indoors.

The invention comprehends essentially a
wire held at an elevation of, say, ten feet by
suitable end supports, the wire being made
quite long—as, for instance, about sixty
feet—and a ball is attached to the lower end
of a cord which ig suspended from. a roller
support or yoke carrying a roller-adapted to
travel along the wire, the cord being made
of such length as to hold the ball in suspen-
sion a few inches above the ground. A suit-
able number of pins—such as ordinary ten-
pins—may be “set up” on the ground at one
end of the apparatus, being disposed in dif-
ferent ways beneath the wire, and as a per-
son standing near the opposite end of the ap-
paratus throws the ball to knock down the
pins the roller travels along the wire. The
wireis held taut and therefore straight. Con-
siderable skill may be exercised in throwing
the ball.

Figure 1 shows a side elevation of the game

apparatus embodying this invention s Fig. 2,

a plan view of the apparatus shown in Irig.
1; Fig. 3, an end view of one of the end sup-
ports which may be used for the wire.

The wire o, which may be of any suitable
length—as, for instance, sixty or seventy
feet—is held in elevated Pposition by end sup-
ports b b, they being herein shown as made of
strips of wood crossing each other and secured
together. 'The wire g may pass over the tops
of these supports and thence downward fo-
ward the ground, the ends being secured to
suitable stakesc.  Suitable turnbuckles d ave
or may be provided for tightenin g the wire a.
The wire is thus supported in horizontal po-
sition and at an elevation of, say, ten feef
above the ground, and upon being drawn
taut is therefore straight.

A Dall e is connected to the lower end of a
cord f suspended from a roller support or
yoke g, carrying a roller A, mounted upon the
wire o and adapted to travel along said wire
as the ball is thrown. The cord fis made of
such length as to normally hold the ball e a
few inches above the ground.

The ball ¢ may be detachably connected
with the cord f, if desired, and in such case
the lower end of the cord f may have a hook,
which enters an eye proj ecting from the ball.
Balls of different sizes and different weights
may thus be used. .

A number of pins are set up near one of
the end supports and beneath the wire a, be-
ing disposed in numerous ways, and a per-
son standing near the opposite support may
throw the ball e and knock down the pins,
the roller & at such time travelin g along the
wire a.

Adjustable collars n may be secured to the
wire ¢ near the end supports to limit the
movement of the roller in each direction, and
when the ball is thrown and the roller & trav-
eling along the wire strikes one of the collars
or stops the wire is caused to vibrate some-
what, which has a tendency to cause the roller
to return more or less, so that, if desired, the
pins may be knocked down on both the go
and return movements of the ball.

As herein shown, nine pins are disposed in
& square near one of the end supports in such
manner that three piws, as 3, rest directly be-
neath and in line with the wire a, and at each
side of said row of pinsthere will be two pins
2, and beyond the pins 2 there will he single
pins 1, and a short distance in advance of the
head pin a single pin, as 10, may be set, which
may be called a “forfeit-pin.” In playing
the game with the pins disposed in this man.
ner the three pins 8 which are in line with
the wire may count three points each, while
the forfeit-pin may count a loss of ten points,
and the pins 2 at each side of the three cen-
tral pins may count two points cach, and the
endmost pins, 1, one point each ; but so far
as my invention is concerned I desire it to be
understood that the pins may be disposed in
different ways,

I claim—

1. A game apparatus consisting of the wire
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a, supports therefor at the ends, a set of pins
adapted to be placed under the wirc near one
end, the ball e for knoeking down said pins,
its suspension-cord f, and roller /v on the wire
a, to the support of which said cord is at-
tached, said roller traveling along the wire
when the ball is thrown, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. A game apparatus consisting of the wire
a, supports therefor at the ends, & set of pins
adapted to be placed under the wire near one
end, the ball e for knocking down said pins,
its suspension-cord f, roller 2 to the support

of which said suspension-cord is attached,

said roller traveling along the wire when the 13

ball is thrown, and the adjustable collars 7
on the wire ¢ near the ends thereof, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification in the presence of 20

two subscribing witnesses.
FTERNANDO W. ANDRUS.
Witnesses:
B. J. NOYES,
F. . DAVIs.



