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To all whom it may concern: 
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to a mail polich especially adapted for the 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN A. McCRAW, OF NATHALEE, VIRGINIA. 

MAIL-PouCH. 

No. 919,745. 
Application filed July 14, 1908. Serial No. 443,514, 

Specification of Letters Patent. Patented April 27, 1909. 

Be it known that I, JoHN A. McCRAW, a 
citizen of the United States, residing at Nath 
alie, in the county of Halifax and State of 
Virginia, have invented certain new and use 
ful improvements in Mail-Pouches, of which 
the following is a specification, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

carrying receptacles and more particularly 
use of rural delivery mail carriers. . . . . . . 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

simple, durable, convenient and inexpensive 
device of this character having a plurality of 
Separate compartments for the mail matter 
and into which mail may be readily depos 
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ited and from which it may be as readily 
removed. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention consists of the novel features 
of construction and the combination and ar 
rangement of parts hereinafter fully de 
Scribed and claimed, and illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, in which-- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im 
proved mail pouch; Figs. 2 and 3 are vertical 
and horizontal sectional views through the 
same; and Fig. 4 is a detail view of one of 
the metal frames. - - 
The invention comprises a plurality of 

rectangular metal frames 1, a plurality of 
bags 2 of canvas, leather, or the like and two 
end 

pouch or receptacle and the several bags are 
united to each other by placing the frames 1 
between their opposing sides and then sew 
ing or stitching said sides together, as shown 
at 5, around said frames 1. The bags 2 as 
well as the frames 1 are of rectangular shape 
but they are of greater width and length 
than said frames and in making the pouch 
the latter have their upper ends arranged ad jacent to the upper or open edges of the bags 
so that the projecting portions of the sides and 
bottoms of the bags form bellows-like folds 6 
which permit the compartments 4 to be ex 
panded or contracted according to the quan 
tity of mail matter or the like placed in them. 
Any number of said bags may be united to 
each other and the endmost ones have the 
end pieces 3 sewed or stitched to them and 
around the end most frames 1, which latter 
are placed upon the outer faces of the end 
most bags, as will be readily understood upon 

pieces 3 of similar material. Each of 
the bags 2 forms one of the pockets 4 of the 

reference to the drawings. 
frames. 1 is preferably formed from a single 

Each of the 

E. of wire by bending the same to form a ottom 7, two parallel sides 8 rising from the 
bottom and a top formed by inwardly ex 
tending ends 9 which overlap each other and 
may slide past each other to permit the up 
per ends of the frames 1 and, consequently, 
the tops or mouths of the pockets or com 
partments 4 to be contracted. The bags 2 
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may be of any suitable form and construc 
tion but, as illustrated, they are made of two 
similar shaped pieces secured around their 
side and bottom edges by sewing or stitching 
them, as shown at 9. 

For the purpose of retaining the mail 
matter within the pouch and permitting the 
latter to be conveniently carried, top and 
side fastening straps are provided. The top 
strap consists of two sections 10, 11, the 
former of which has one end attached to one 
of the end pieces 3 and its other end pro 
vided with a buckle 12. The other section 
11 is attached to the other end piece 3 and is 
adapted to extend over the open upper ends 
of the compartments 4, its free end being 
provided with a series of openings to receive 
the tongue of the buckle 12. Each of the 
side fastening straps is similarly constructed 
and consists of two sections 13, 14 adjustably 
united by a buckle 15. Said straps 13, 14 are 
secured to the opposite end pieces 3 adja 
cent to the lower ends of the latter and they 
are adapted to extend over the bellows-folds 
6, as clearly shown in Fig. 1. It will be 
seen that the section 11 of the top strap 
serves to prevent the mail matter from fall 
ing out of the pockets 4 and also serves as a 
handle for conveniently carrying the pouch. 
The side straps may be drawn as tight as 
desired to effectively bind the mail matter 
in the several pockets or compartments. 
When the invention is used as a mail pouch 

for rural delivery service the several pockets 
or bags may be labeled with the names of 
the patrons along the route of the carrier 
whouses the pouch. One or more of such 
names may be provided upon the bellows 
folds 6, as shown in Fig. 1, or they may be 
otherwise placed upon the pouch. 

In using the invention, it will be seen that 
when the sections of the top and side straps 
are disconnected from each other the several 
compartments may be stretched to their open 
position so that the pouch will be of sub 
stantially rectangular form and will stand 
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by itself upon a desk or table while the mail matter is being placed in it. After the mail 
has been properly distributed in the several pockets of the pouch at the post office the 
top and side straps may be fastened to pre 
vent the mail matter from falling out and 
being lost and to permit the pouch to be con 
veniently carried. When the carrier is on 
his route the mail can be quickly and easily 
removed from the pockets when the top 
strap is open. 

Having thus described the invention what 
is claimed is: 

1. A pouch of the character described comprising a plurality of independent bags 
of substantially rectangular shape and con 
structed of flexible materia, Said bags be 
ing arranged side to side with their open 
tops uppermost, substantially rectangular 
reinforcing frames of less width and length 
than the bags and arranged between the op 
posing sides of the latter nearer to the upper 
edges of said sides, stitching uniting the op 
posing sides of the bags and extending 
around said frames, whereby the bags are 
united, the frames retained between the bags 
and bellows-like folds are provided at the 
sides and bottom of the pouch, similar l'e- 
inforcing frames arranged upon the outer 
sides of the end most bags, sheet coverings 
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arranged over the last mentioned frames and 
stitched to said outermost bags around said 
frames, and two-part adjustably connected 
straps arranged on both sides and on the 
top of the pouch, the ends of the straps be- 2: 
ing secured to said sheet coverings, the strap 
at the top serving as a handle and also as a 
closure for the open upper tops of the bags, 
and the straps at the sides serving to adapt 
the pouch to the contents of the bags, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. A pouch of the character described 
comprising, a plurality of independent bags 
of flexible material arranged side to side 
and united to each other, reinforcing frames 
between adjacent bags, and adjustable two 
part straps arranged on both sides of the 
pouch and at its top, the ends of the straps 
being secured to the ends of the polich, the 
side straps Selving to adapt the pouch to 
the contents of its bags and the top straps 
serving as a handle and as a means for re 
taining the contents of the bags therein. 

In festimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN A. McCRAW. 
Witnesses: 

E. D. BROORs, 
S. P. Yoti N (; ; R. 
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