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To all eion at may concern : 
Be it known that, JAMES PAYE KILNER, 

of Chester, England, clerk, and subject of the 
(Queen of Great Britain, have invented a 
Horseshoe-Grab for securely holding aid ii 
staataneously releasing chains of all sizes; and 
do hereby declare the nature of said inven 

tion by the following stateinent: 
form an oblong metal casting, to winici is 

pivoted a lever in the shape of a herseshoe, 
with an extended arm terminating in a “rain's 
ior.” The casting has two-holes by which 
the instrument may be secured, by screws or 
bots, in either a horizontai or upright position, 
and a nicle or slot in which any link of a chai 
may be partially imbedded, so that ole end 
of such link abuts against the projecting shelf. 
When the horseshoe is brought to lear on the 
lin, of chain, and the “rain's horn” is fastened 
down, any amount of strain within the capacity 
of the chain may be applied without effect; 
but directly the lever is released the claii 
fies out from its niche, and is free. 
The invention is applicable to almost every 

purpose where the ready fasteijing and release 
of chain is a desideratula, but more especially 
to ships' boats. The improveneat consists in 
the faculty of the horseshoe-g, .0 to be re 

leased at airy title with or without strain or 
tie tackle, whereas, most other devices inust 
have a bonafide slack to some extent before 
it can be detached. The horseshoe-grab for 
boats in East leapplied in duplicate, preferably 
in 81 uprigit position, because short chain 
pendants will then suffice. Sometimes, bow 
£ver, the 'sition of air. tails i.ii.1}oa is or, 
Soine otier cause, reinters it liao'e desirable to 
secure one or oth of the horseshoe-grabs to 
the keelson. In such case longer chain pend 
aits are necessary, and these should be ied 
(so that tiley may lumb the davits and keep 
the boat right when suspended) through a 
thirable or hole in one of the boat's thwarts. 

| clain- . 
The casting provided with two holes and a 

iiche, or slot, in which any link of 8. Chain 
nay be partially era bedded so that the ent of 
sail link at is against the projecting sief, 
at the horses (se-lever constructed as de 
scribed, aid pi') vided with a fastening-line, 
when combined together for opei'ation as alti 
i}r the sur (ses described. 
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