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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, SAMUEL R. HoLT, of 

Worthington, in the county of Franklin and 
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Portable Wire Fences; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description. of the inven 
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the 
art to which it pertains to make and use it, ref. 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, which form part of this specification. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

fences. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 represents an iso 

metric view of my invention; Fig. 2, a side 
elevation of my fence-posts, showing the coup 
ling-notches therein. Fig. 3 represents the 
manner of coupling the panels offences after 
my invention. 
My invention consists in the parts and com 

binations as hereinafter specified and claimed, 
wherein A are stringers of wire, which are at 
tached to the posts B at the upper part of the 
notches b in any suitable manner, although I 
prefer to secure the wires to the posts, as 
shown in the drawings, by turning them up 
Ward after passing through the notches b, and 
then passing them through the post B and 
clinching the same upon the opposite side. C 
are pales or pickets, provided with the slots c 
made alternately upon opposite sides of the 
picket, for reasons which will hereinafter ap 
pear. The stringers A, which may be three 
or more in number, are introduced into the 
slots c, which are of a proper size to admit the 
stringers A snugly to fit into them. The slots 
c upon the pales C are so arranged that the 
stringer A enters each successive pale alter 
nately upon one face and the other in the man 
ner of Weaving. By making the slots c of a 
depth beyond the centers of the pales C, the 
stringers A will pass practically through the 
center of each pale, and will be, therefore, 
slightly, if at all, bent or kinked, thereby per 
mitting the pales, if necessary, to be slid or 
moved upon the stringers. A for the purpose 
of producing a more or less open fence. It 
will be seen that by my arrangement the slots 
c upon the pales C, and my manner of alter 
nately facing said slots in each successive pale 
of my fence, that the entire structure is held 

together securely in a manner to insure the 
greatest strength and durability, while, at the 
same time, if it is necessary for any cause to 
remove a picket or to replace one, it can readily 
be done without interference with the panel. 

I am aware that fences have been constructed 
wherein the pales or pickets were pierced with 
holes and the stringers passed through them; 
but it is obvious that such pales could not be 
readily removed or new pales added without 
materially interfering with the panel-a diffi 
culty which I have obviated. I am also aware 
that fences have been constructed provided 
with slanting notches upon the side of the 
picketin which the stringers have been woven; 
but this device is open to the same objection 
as just set forth, and is, moreover, more diffi 
cult and expensive of construction, and is less 
durable, inasmuch as the stringers coming in 
contact, as they do, are liable to destruction 
from oxidation. The lower end of each alter 
nate end piece is notched into the cross-piece, 
and is held in place by a wire which passes 
over the end of the upright or post, and is 
firmly secured to the ends of the cross-piece, 
thus forming a complete stay or brace, and 
serving as a base to the fence. - 
I will now describe my posts B with their 

notches b, with the function accomplished by 
the same. The notches b, as to their form or 
fashion, are sufficiently described by referring 
to Fig. 2 of the drawings. These notches are 
made upon opposite edges of the posts that 
are to come together in the joining of the sev 
eral panels, and the wires or stringers A of 
each panel are introduced into the notches b 
made in the post of the other in the manner 
shown in Fig. 3 of the drawing. 
This device and manner of joining I believe 

to be entirely novel in the construction of 
fences, and I accomplish by this method of 
coupling the following advantages: First, the 
panels may be quickly and readily uncoupled, 
and yet are not at all liable, from any jarring 
or ordinary movement, to come apart; second, 
by the sliding movement allowed, the differ. 
ent panels of my fence may adapt themselves 
to any inequality of the ground upon which 
the fence is to be laid; third, I do away with 
all the bolts, clamps, screws, and nails, or 
other of the commonly-employed methods of 
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connecting panels offences; fourth, by my de- I claim as my invention 
vice and method of coupling every panel is A portable fence, composed of the horizon 
complete and ready for setting up without the tal stringers A, posts B, provided with notches 
employment of any other parts or devices; b upon opposite edges of adjoining posts for 
fifth, by the sliding motion allowed at the con- receiving the stringers A to connect the ad 
nection of the panels I have overcome a com-joining panels to each other, and vertical pales 
mon and serious objection to wire fences, viz., C, provided with the horizontal slots c upon 
the effects of contraction and expansion caused alternate sides thereof, substantially as de 
by cold and heat, inasmuch as the panels of scribed. - 
my fence may be so set as to accommodate In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
the expansion and contraction by the sliding have hereunto set my hand this 21st day of 
motion referred to; sixth, by my device and July, 1874. 
method of coupling the panels of fences the 
same may readily be brought into a circular 
Or any irregular shape for the purpose of in- Witnesses: 
closing stacks, animals, &c., without endan- LEVERETT L. LEGGETT, 
gering the couplings or the panels. J. TYIER POWELL, 

SAMUEL R. HOLT. 

  


