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This invention relates to improvements in
shoes and more particularly to improvements in
the construction of slip-lasted shoes.

The slip-lasted shoe construction is especially
adapted to the manufacture of an inexpensive
play shoe, particularly a platform shoe com-
monly referred to as the California type shoe. In
manufacturing a slip-lasted shoe, a pre-fitted
upper is stitched at its lower edge between the
peripheral edge of a sock lining and an edge of a

cover strip. A last is then slipped into the shoe,

adhesive applied to the bottom surface of the sock
lining, and a shoe-bottom member consisting,
for example, of a platform and wedge heel, simi-
larly coated, is placed against the sock lining and
pressed into engagement therewith. Thereafter,
the cover strip is folded down around the periph-
eral edge face of the bottom member, carried in-
wardly under the bottom thereof and cemented
thereto. Then an outsole or tread sole is applied
to the shoe bottom under the inturned margin of
the cover strip. As thus constructed, the upper
and sock lining are held to the bottom member
solely by the adhesive between the sock lining
and the top of the bottom member and by the
lower margin of the cover strip which is turned
inwardly under the bottom surface of the bottom
member. 'This is not always sufficient to prevent
separation of the sock lining and upper from the
bottom member, due to the fact that the bottom
member, particularly the heel portion, is rigid
and hence will not yield to relieve the strain im-
posed on the upper during the wearing of the
shoe. In an open shank shoe or sling-back shoe,
in which the upper is not continuous but consists
of 2 vamp and quarter straps, the pulling away
of the upper from the bottom member is evi-
denced by separation at such points as the rear
edges of the vamp and the lower ends of the
quarter straps. Furthermore, wearing of the shoe
often subjects the rather light seam connecting
the upper or upper straps to the sock lining to
such strain that it gives way.

Objects of this invention, therefore, are to pro-
vide a novel construction which will prevent the
upper and socket lining from pulling away from
the bottom member, which will prevent ripping
of the slip-lasting seam, which will not add ma-
terially to the cost of manufacture, which may
be included without material change in present
shoe constructions, and which will not detract
in any way from the appearance of ‘the shoe.

Accordingly, the invention provides a shoe con-
struction comprising an upper having spaced
tongue-like projections or tabs along its lower

2

edge between which the lower edge of the upper
has no substantial projection veyond the slip-
lasting seam, and a shoe-bottom member having
slots or recesses in its marginal edge, correspond-
ing in number and disposition to the tabs on the
1ower edge of the upper, for the reception of said

. tabs, means for securing the tabs to the bottom
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member in said recesses, and & strip member
stitched to the upper and sock lining along a line
parallel to the edge of the last bottom, the strip
member being secured to the bottom member.
As illustrated, the recesses are formed in the edge
face of the shoe-bottom member, and are of suf-
ficient depth to accommodate the thickness of
the tabs on the upper so that the outer surfaces
of said tabs will be flush with the edge face of the
bottom member when they are secured in the
recesses.

As a modified construction, tabs corresponding
to those at the lower edge of the upper may also
be formed along the peripheral edge of the sock
lining and may be folded down together with the
tabs at the lower edge of the upper . into the
recesses and secured therein, in which case, the
recesses in the peripheral edge face of the bot-
tom member are made of a depth equal to the
combined thicknesses of the upper and sock lin-
ing material. While the tabs heretofore de-
seribed may be formed at intervals substantially
all the way around an upper. particularly if it is
a closed upper, in one of the illustrated construc-
tions, there is shown an oben shank shoe in
which tabs are formed only at the rear edges of
the vamp and as continuations of the quarter
straps. Hence, in this construction, recesses are
formed only in the edge face of the bottom mem-
ber near the breast line and near the ball line
in the forepart.

Invention also resides in the provision of a
novel bottom member for use in the manufacture
of shoes of the aforesaid construction, said mem-
ber having shallow recesses in its edge face for
the reception of tabs formed at the lower edge
Such a bottom member may com-
prise a platform of uniform thickness or of wedge
shape, or if desired & composite member consist-
ing of a midsole and a wedge heel. In whatever
form the bottom member may take, recesses are
formed in its edge face corresponding in number
and position to the tabs at the lower edge of the
upper, the recesses being of sufficient depth to
accommodate the tongue-like projections so that
their outer surfaces will be substantially flush
with the peripheral edge face of the bottom mem-
ber, If desired, the recesses may extend from
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top to bottom of the peripheral edge face of the
bottom member so that the tabs on the upper
may be carried in under the bottom of the bot-
tom member. On the other hand, the recesses
may terminate between the top and bottom sur-
faces of the bottom member.

The details of the shoe construction in its vari-
ous forms as. related above will now be described
in detail' with reference to the accompanying
drawings in which

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the rear portion.

of a shoe in which the cover strip is turned up
to show the tabs at the lower edge of the upper
and the recesses in the edge face of the bottom
member for receiving the same;

Fig. 2 is a cross-section on the line II—IT of
Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 1 in which tabs
are formed at the lower edge of the upper and
also along the peripheral edge of the sock lining:;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of an open shank
shoe provided with a composite shoe-bottom
member consisting of a platform midsole and
wedge heel, the cover strip being broken away
and folded back in places to show the tabs at the
lower rear edges of the vamp and at the end por-

tions of the quarter straps fixed in recesses

formed in the edge face of the composite boitom
member;

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the composite
bottom member illustrated in Fig. 4 with recesses
in the heel portion and in the forward portion of
the shank;

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a wedge heel hav-
ing recesses formed in its edge face at about the
heel-breast line.

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, an upper 10 is shown
stitched at its lower edge 12 bhetween the edge {4
of a sock lining 16 and an edge I8 of a cover
strip 20.
are provided tabs 22 which are formed preferably
as continuations of the upper material extend-
ing beyond the line of stifching. A last 2% is
slipped into the shoe, adhesive is applied to the
bottom surface of the sock lining 6, and = shoe-
bottom member 26, to which adhesive has been
applied, is pressed into engagement with the bot-
tom of the sock lining. The bottom member 26,
which may be a platform midsole of uniform
thickness or of wedge shape, or which may be a
combination of .a wedge heel and platform sole,
is provided in its edge face 27 with recesses 28
corresponding in number and pcsition to the tabs
22 formed .at the lower edge of the upper. The
recesses 28 are cut or routed out to a depth which
corresponds substantially to the thickness of the
upper material so that, when the tabs 22 are
pressed into the recesses, their outer surfaces will
be substantially flush with the edge face 27 of the
bottom member 26. The tabs 22 are secured in
the recesses 28 by means of adhesive or staples,
as may be desired, and the cover strip 28 may
then ‘be folded down over the edge face of the
bottom member, -as illustrated in Tig. 2, and s
turned or lasted inwardly over the bottom sur-~
face thereof. An outscle or tread sole member
29 is finally ‘applied to the bottom surface of the
bottom member underlying the inturned portion
of the cover strip. As thus constructed, the tabs
22 afford additional securing means which will
successfully resist the separation of the upper
and -sock lining ‘from the shoe-bottom member
by reason of any strain to which the upper -is
subjected, for example, during the wearing.cf the
shoe, and will prevent ripping of the slip-lasting
seam.

At the lower edge of the upper {§ there |
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In a somewhat modified form of the construc-
tion described above, the sock lining 16 (Fig. 3)
as well as the upper 10 is provided with tabs 30
corresponding in number and disposition to the
tabs 22 of the upper. The tabs 88 extend from
the peripheral edge of the sock lining as a con-
tinuation thereof and are folded downwardly to-
gether with the tabs 22 of the upper into the
recesses 28 formed in the edge face of the shoe-
bottom member 26, the tabs being secured in
place by fastening means such as adhesive or
staples. In this instance, the recesses 28 are
routed out to a depth which is sufficient to ac-
commodate the combined thicknesses of the up-
per and sock lining so that the exposed surface
of the tabs 22 will be flush with the peripheral
edge face of the shoe-bottom member.

A specific application of these reinforcing
tongue-like projections to an open shank sandal
type shoe is illustrated in Fig. 4 in which the
upper consists of a vamp 36 and quarter straps
38 for attaching an ankle strap 39 to the bottom
member. The vamp 36 and quarter straps 38
are stitched between the peripheral edge of a
sock lining 49 and an edge of & platform cover
strip 42. As illustrated, the cover strip 42 is
broken away along the edge face of the bottom
member substantially at the heel-breast line
where the quarter straps 38 are stitched to the
sock lining, to show that the straps have tabs
44 thereon extending below the line of stitching.
The cover strip is also broken away at the vi-
cinity of the ball line to show that the vamp 38
has tabs 4§ extending from its rear edges. The
tabs 44 and £§ are secured in recesses 54 and 56,
respectively, formed in the edge face of the bot-
tom member. As illustrated in Fig. 5, the shoe-
bottom member consists of a cushion member
48, a midsole 49 and a wedge heel 58, including
a forwardly projecting shank portion, secured to-
gether to form a composite bottom unit. The
recesses 84 are routed out in-the peripheral edge
face of the composite bottom member in the re-
gion of the breast line of the heel portion thereof
for the reception of the tabs 44 at -the lower ends
of the quarter straps 38 and the recesses 55 are
routed out near the ball line of the unit for the
reception of the tabs 46 at the rear edges of the
vamp. The upper is assembled together with the
shoe-bottom member, as heretofore pointed out,
by means of adhesive applied to the lower sur-
face of the sock lining and the upper surface of
the bottom member. The tabs 44 and 46 are then
folded downwardly into their respective recesses
54 and 55 and stapled in place. Preferably, the
tabs 46 are made long enough to he folded under
the bottom member and secured thereto by fas-
tenings such as staples driven into the bottom
surface thereof. The cover strip 42 is then folded
down over the peripheral edge face of the com-
posite bottom member and turned or lasted-in
under its bottom surface whereupon a sole mem-
bher 88 such as an oufsole or tread sole is applied
to the bottom surface of the bottom member.

The shoe-bottom member illustrated in Fig. 5
is made up of a cushion member 48 and a semi~
rigid member 49 secured to a rigid wedge heel §0.
Preferably the wedge heel is prepared prior to at-
tachment to the midsole by forming recesses in
its edge face.at, the proper position to receive the
tongue-~like projections at .the lower edge of the
upper as illustrated in Fig. 6 in the vicinity of
the breast line of the heel, the recesses extending
from the top face of the heel downwardly along
the edge face to .a line substantially midway be-
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tween the top and bottom surfaces of the heel.
The recesses should be somewhat wider than the
tongue-like projections and of uniform depth
corresponding to the thickness of the tongue-
like projections. Care should be taken in routing
out the recesses to the proper depth, for if they
are too shallow, raised areas will appear after
the cover strip has been folded down over the
edge face of the bottom member, or if they are
too deep, hollow areas will appear. The wedge
heel 50, as shown, has a forwardly projecting
integral shank portion. If the shank portion ex-
tends as far forwardly as the ball line of the
composite bottom member as illustrated in Fig.
4, additional recesses may be formed therein to
correspond to the recesses formed in the midsole
at this point so that the tabs at the rear edges
of the vamp may extend downwardly over the
edge face of the bottom member and may be
folded in over the bottom thereof without pro-
jecting beyond the edge face of the bottom mem-
ber. While the recesses have been shown only
at two points, namely, in the edge face of the
heel in the region of the breast line, it is clearly
within the scope of the invention to have a
greater number of recesses formed in both the
heel portion and the forepart of the bottom mem-
ber for the reception of a greater number of tabs,
for example, they may be formed at spaced in-
tervals substantially all the way around the up-
per.

It is evident from the preceding description of
the novel construction which forms the subject
matter of this invention that with very little

variation it may be adapted for use with sub- ¢

stantially any type of slip lasted shoe and that it
will materially add to the strength of the shoe
with a minimum of change in the construction
of the shoe and without detracting from the
appearance thereof in any respect.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States is:

1. In a slip-lasted open shank shoe, a sock lin-
ing, a cover strip, a vamp, and quarter straps
stitched near their lower edges between the pe-
ripheral edge of the sock lining and an edge
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of the cover strip, tabs at the lower edge of the
vamp near its rear edges and at the lower ends
of the quarter straps, a bottom member having
recesses in the peripheral edge face at positions
to receive said tabs, said vamp, quarter straps
and bottom member being assembled together by
adhesively securing said sock lining to said bot-
tom member so that said tabs lie in said recesses,
and means for securing said tabs in said recesses
fiush with the edge face of the bottom member,
said cover strip extending over the edge face of
the boitom member and heing secured to the
bottom of said bottom member.

2. A composite bottom member for use in slip-
lasted shoes consisting of a platform midsole to
which is secured a substantially rigid wedge heel
member, said composite bottom member being
provided with shallow recesses in its peripheral
edge face in the shank portion thereof for the
reception of tabs formed ab the rear edges of a
vamp to be attached to the forepart of the bottom
member and being also provided with recesses
near the breast line of the heel for the reception
of tabs formed at the lower ends of quarter straps
to be attached to the rear part of the bottom
member, the recesses ab the shank portion of said
bottom member extending from the top surface
to the bottom surface thereof so that the tabs
of the vamp may be folded over the edge face.
and beneath the bottom member without pro-
jecting beyond the edge face thereof, and the
recesses at the breast line terminating midway
between the top and bottom surfaces of said rigid
heel member.

FRANCIS A. BURNS.
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