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My present invention relates to locks and more par-
ticularly to a device for locking the closure cap of oil
and gasoline drums such as are employed for the bulk
delivery of oil and gasoline to areas remote from under-
ground storage means.

An object of my invention is to provide an attachment
by which a closure cap on an oil drum may be locked to
prevent theft or unauthorized removal of the contents of
the drum.

The major portion of the oil and gasoline drums of the
type contemplated by my invention have a dispensing
outlet at one end that is closed by a screw cap which is
recessed into the head or end of the drum and sealed
with a rubber or like gasket when the cap is fully seated.
These recessed caps have an outwardly extending flange
under which a sealing gasket is placed and to facilitate
turning of the cap this outwardly extending flange is pro-
vided with a modified hexagonal perimeter so that spaced
portions thereof will project outwardly beyond the limits
of the gasket. It is therefore a particular object of my
invention to provide a means which will completely en-
close the cap and at the same time be free to rotate rel-
ative thereto in such manner that when a lock is applied
removal of the drum closure cap will be impossible.

Other objects and advantages will be in part evident to
those skilled in the art and in part pointed out hereinafter
in the accompanying description taken in connection with
the accompanying drawing, wherein there is shown by
way of illustration and not of limitation a preferred em-
bediment of the invention.

In the drawing:

FIGURE 1 is a fragmentary view taken at the end of
a drum showing the closure cap with my locking device
applied thereto and as in its open condition, and

FIGURE 2 is a vertical sectional view taken centrally
of the cap as shown in FIGURE 1, showing the locking
device in its closed and locked condition.

For a more detailed description of my invention ref-
erence is now made to the accompanying drawing, where-
in the numeral 10 designates the head or end of a con-
ventional oil or gasoline dispensing drum of the type
used for tranmsporting these commodities in bulk to re-
mote areas where the use of such drums is dictated by
the transportation means available. As is more particu-
larly shown in FIGURE 2 of the drawing the head 19
of the drum is crimped over a screw threaded ring 11 in
such manner that there is provided an annular seat form-
ing portion 12 upon which a sealing gasket 13 is posi-
tioned. As a closure for the opening so formed at head
or end of the drum there is a threaded closure cap 14
having a recessed button like portion 15 by which the
cap 14 may be manually screwed into the ring 1. At its
outer end the cap 14 has an outwardly extending gasket
engaging flange 16 which, as indicated in FIGURE 1 of
the drawing, has an outer configuration with surfaces 17
that define a substantially hexagonal outline at the outer
perimeter of the cap 14 for a wrench or the like. When
the screw cap 14 is tightened into the ring 11 the flange
16 thereof will contact and compress the gasket 13 and
thus effectively seal the drum against the escape or with-
drawal of the contents through the opening thus provided.

The above described screw cap arrangement is of the
so-called “Visi-Grip” type which has been accepted by
the trade and used generally on the majority of oil drums.
While the cap 14 mounted and threaded into the ring 11
with the gasket 13 in the manner shown, is the long
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accepted arrangement for providing a seal enclosure of
drum and gasoline drums it does not provide against
theft or unauthorized withdrawal of oil or gasoline from
the drum as might occur in remote areas. Therefore,
to prevent an unauthorized removal of the closure cap 14
my improved lock means consists of a screw cap enclo-
sure means that requires no attachment to the drum head,
As shown in the drawing the enclosure means is held in
its operative position solely by the screw cap and is in
the form of a cover that will be maintained in a captive
position by the cap and will therefore require no modifi-
cation or change in the head of the oil drums as now
generally used by the trade.

As shown in detail in FIGURE 2 of the drawing the
enclosure means contemplated by my invention consists
of a ring like member 18 that has an inwardly extending
flange 19 at its lower side which is of a thickness and
dimension that will permit a turning thereof when applied
to the cap 14 when applied to a drum. The ring portion
18 as here shown has a hinge plate 20 upon which a cover
21 is pivotally secured by a clevis 22 at one side thereof
by means of a pin 23. The cover 21 also has a second
clevis 24 that is adapted to straddle a lock plate 25 that
is carried by the ring 18 at a point diametrically opposite
the hinge plate 20. The hinge plate 25 has a lock hasp
accommodating hole that will register with lock hasp
accommodating hole 26 formed in the clevis 24. When
a lock 26 with its hasp 27 is applied in the manner shown
the cover 21 will completely conceal the screw cap 14
and since the ring 18 has no fixed attachment to the cap
14 it will be free to turn about the cap without imparting
any cap removing force thereto.

While I have, for the sake of clearness and in order to
disclose the invention so that the same can be readily
understood, deseribed and illustrated a specific device
and arrangement, I desire to have it understood that this
invention is not limited to the specific means disclosed,
but may be embodied in other ways that will suggest
themselves to perons skilled in the art. It is believed that
this invention is new and all such changes as come within
the scope of the appended claims are to be considered as
part of this invention.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim and
desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. In a lock accommodating means for preventing the
theft and/or unauthorized removal of contents of a con-
ventional oil or gasoline drum, the combination of a
screw cap with sealing gasket and an outwardly extending
gasket compressing flange, a ring like member having an
inwardly extending flange at its lower side adapted and
arranged to extend under the gasket compressing flange
of said screw cap, said ring having a hinge forming plate
extending at one side and oppositely disposed means hav-
ing a padlock accommodating opening, and a cover
mounted upon the hinge forming plate of said ring hav-
ing a configuration conforming with the outer circum-
ference of said ring and a depending clevis like extension
with openings for register with the padlock accommo-
dating opening of said oppositely disposed means, char-
acterized by the fact that when applied to the closure
cap said ring and hinged cover will be free to rotate inde-
pendently of the cap.

2. In a lock accommodating means for preventing the
theft and/or unauthorized removal of contents of a con-
ventional oil or gasoline drum, the combination of an oil
drum having a recessed screw cap with sealing gasket
disposed under an outwardly extending gasket compress-
ing flange, a ring like member having an inwardly extend-
ing flange at its lower side adapted and arranged to ex-
tend freely under the gasket compressing flange of said
screw cap, said ring having hinge forming plate extend-
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