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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a device and a
method which recognize and track a position of a specific
figure inside a photographic image.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] In a conventional device which tracks a human
figure in a photographic image, a tracking-objected per-
son requires to wear a specific device such as a pulse
transmission device or a GPS (global positioning system)
device in order for the device to track a specific human
figure (for example, see Patent Document 1 and 2). How-
ever, the following techniques do not require the tracking-
objected person to wear the specific devices. More spe-
cifically, there is a technique where (i) a position of a face
of a human figure is confirmed, and (ii) panning, tilting,
and zooming of a security camera are controlled so that
the face is positioned in the center of a screen, so as to
trace a movement of the face. Further, in the technique,
features of the face are extracted from the image, in order
to compare the face with a face registered in a database.
This is to see whether or not the face matches the face
registered in the database, in order to recognize a specific
individual (for example, see Patent Document 3). More-
over, there is a technique where face information of a
human figure is acquired from an image, and the face
information thus acquired is tracked by use of a plurality
of cameras, when the human figure is or is not registered
in a database (for example, see Patent Document 4).
There is also another technique where (i) automatic
tracking is carried out by tracing a subject (tracking ob-
ject) that is designated by pointing on a screen, and (ii)
a video camera is controlled so that the subject comes
in a center of a monitor screen (for example, see Patent
Document 5).
[0003] "Tracking" in the present specification indicates
an action to keep an image of a subject (tracking object)
inside a photographic image (so that the subject is con-
tinuously captured in the image).
[0004] Patent Document 6 describes a method accord-
ing to which camera information corresponding to the
position at which a target to be searched for in the cap-
tured image is identified, another camera specified by
the identified camera information receives a notification
that the target has been detected, and when a notification
is received from another camera, the posture of the own
camera is controlled so that the area associated with the
camera information specifying another camera can be
observed.
[0005] Non-Patent Literature 1 relates to a real-time
cooperative multi-target tracking system consisting of a
group of Active Vision Agents (AVAs), which is a logical
model of a network-connected computer with an active
camera. The AVAs cooperatively track their target ob-

jects by dynamically exchanging object information with
each other.

[Patent Document 1]
Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No.
40514/2004 (Tokukai 2004-40514) (published on
February 5, 2004)
[Patent Document 2]
Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No.
20205/2005 (Tokukai 2005-20205) (published on
January 20, 2005)
[Patent Document 3]
Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No.
163600/2000 (Tokukai 2000-163600) (published on
June 16, 2000)
[Patent Document 4]
Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No.
324720/2003 (Tokukai 2003-324720) (published on
November 14, 2003)
[Patent Document 5]
Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication, No.
339056/1994 (Tokukaihei 6-339056) (published on
December 6, 1994)
[Patent Document 6]
Patent Application US 2005/280711 A1
[Non-Patent Literature 1]
Ukita et al. : "Real-time cooperative multi-target
tracking by communicating active vision agents", In-
formation Fusion, 2003. Proceedings of the Sixth In-
ternational Conference of July 8-11, 2003, Piscata-
way, NJ, USA, IEEE, vol. 1, 8 July 2003
(2003-07-08), pages 439-446.

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION

[0006] In a case where there are a plurality of human
figures which are subject to tracking, the conventional
techniques do not have means to automatically switch a
tracking object when a human figure having a higher
tracking priority than the human figure that is currently
tracked comes into an image (frame in). Therefore, when
the human figure having the higher tracking priority
comes into the image while another human figure is
tracked, a user, for example an observer, requires to car-
ry out a switching operation of the tracking object, by
designating the human figure which is to be tracked by,
for example, pointing the human figure on a screen on
which the photographic image is displayed. As such,
when there is an order of priority in tracking the tracking
objects, the user has to go to the trouble of switching the
tracking object. Moreover, it is unknown when an object
having a higher priority in the tracking order comes into
the photographic image. Therefore, the user has to con-
stantly watch the screen on which the photographic im-
age is displayed.
[0007] The present invention is attained in view of the
above problem, and its object is to realize a tracking de-
vice, a tracking method, a tracking device control pro-
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gram, and a computer-readable recording medium, each
of which can autonomously track a tracking object, not
having to cause trouble to a user even in a condition
where a figure prioritized in tracking order is included in
an image.
[0008] In order to attain the object, a tracking device
according to the present invention tracks a tracking object
by controlling a photographing section so as to continu-
ously include the tracking object in a photographic image
taken by the photographing section, the tracking device
comprising:

feature information detection means for detecting
feature information from the photographic image,
wherein the feature information is face information
which specifies features of the face of a person;

tracking object matching means for (i) comparing the
feature information thus detected with a tracking ob-
ject information database in which feature informa-
tion of a plurality of persons is registered so that the
feature information corresponds to a priority indicat-
ing tracking order of the feature information, and (ii)
determining whether or not the feature information
thus detected is information of a tracking object;

priority acquisition means for acquiring the priority
of the feature information thus detected from the
tracking object information, in the case where it is
determined that the feature information thus detect-
ed is the information of a tracking object; and

control means for controlling the photographing sec-
tion, based on the priority thus acquired, so as to
continuously include, in the photographic image from
which the feature information is detected, feature in-
formation that has a highest priority in the photo-
graphic image;

wherein the tracking object matching means (i) finds
a similarity between the feature information detected
by the feature information detection means and the
feature information included in the tracking object
information database, (ii) determines, in a case
where the similarity thus found is greater than a pre-
determined authentication threshold value, that the
feature information thus detected is information of a
tracking object and (iii) finds authentication reliability
indicative of how large the similarity thus found is as
compared with the predetermined authentication
threshold value; and in a case where the photograph-
ic image includes a plurality of feature information
having an identical priority, the control means con-
trols the photographing section so that one of the
plurality of feature information, which has a greater
authentication reliability, is continuously included in
the photographic image.

[0009] In order to attain the object, a tracking method
according to the present invention is a method which
tracks a tracking object by controlling a photographing
section so as to continuously include the tracking object
in a photographic image taken by the photographing sec-
tion, the tracking method comprising the steps of:

detecting feature information from the photographic
image, wherein the feature information is face infor-
mation which specifies features of the face of a per-
son;

comparing the feature information thus detected with
a tracking object information database in which fea-
ture information of a plurality of persons is registered
so that the feature information corresponds to a pri-
ority indicating tracking order of a feature informa-
tion;

determining whether or not the feature information
thus detected is information of a tracking object;

acquiring the priority of the feature information thus
detected from the tracking object information, in the
case where it is determined that the feature informa-
tion thus detected is the information of a tracking
object; and

controlling the photographing section, based on the
priority thus acquired, so as to continuously include,
in the photographic image from which the feature
information is detected, feature information that has
a highest priority in the photographic image;

wherein the method further comprises:

finding a similarity between the detected feature
information and the feature information included
in the tracking object information database;

determining, in a case where the similarity thus
found is greater than a predetermined authenti-
cation threshold value, that the feature informa-
tion thus detected is information of a tracking
object; and

finding authentication reliability indicative of how
large the similarity thus found is as compared
with the predetermined authentication threshold
value; wherein, in the step of controlling the pho-
tographic section, in a case where the photo-
graphic image includes a plurality of feature in-
formation having an identical priority, the photo-
graphing section is controlled so that one of the
plurality of feature information, which has a
greater authentication reliability, is continuously
included in the photographic image.
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[0010] According to the arrangement and the method,
when feature information included in a photographic im-
age is detected, and the feature information thus detect-
ed is information of a tracking object, a priority indicative
of a tracking order of the feature information thus detect-
ed is acquired. Acquisition of the priority is carried out for
feature information which has been determined as infor-
mation of the tracking object. As a result, photographing
can be carried out by controlling the photographing sec-
tion so that the tracking device continuously includes, in
the photographic image from which the feature informa-
tion is detected, the feature information having a highest
priority, based on the priority thus acquired, even in the
case where a plurality of feature information are included
in the photographic image. This allows continuous track-
ing of the feature information having the highest priority.
Here, the priorities are expressed by numerals for exam-
ple, and may be handled as a smaller numeral expression
in priority of the feature information denoting a higher
priority. For example, if there are priorities that are ex-
pressed by numerals 1, 2 and 3, the priorities of these
decrease in the order of 1, 2, and 3, i.e., 1 > 2 > 3. Of
course, how the feature information is prioritized is not
limited to this. Note that "tracking" denotes an action to
keep an image of a subject (tracking object) inside a pho-
tographic image (so as to continuously capture the sub-
ject within the image).
[0011] Of course, if there is only one feature informa-
tion that is prioritized in the tracking object information,
that prioritized feature information is continuously
tracked. Priority is also acquired in a case where there
is just one feature information registered in the tracking
object information. In such case, the one feature infor-
mation is considered to have the highest priority, even if
the feature information is actually not prioritized. If just a
part of a plurality of the feature information is prioritized
whereas the rest of the feature information are not prior-
itized, priority may be acquired on the basis that the rest
of the feature information is considered to equally have
a lowest priority.
[0012] Controlling of the photographing section is pref-
erably carried out, for example, by controlling operations
of a camera which is a photographing device, more spe-
cifically, controlling operations such as (i) panning/tilting
and zooming that are carried out by moving a position of
a camera horizontally, vertically, or forward and back, (ii)
changing of exposure, or (iii) switching of cameras in the
case where there are a plurality of imaging cameras. The
position of the camera may be moved, for example, by
placing the photographing camera on a stand positioned
on a rail. Of course, the photographing section may be
controlled in any way as long as the feature information
having the highest priority is continuously included in the
photographic image.
[0013] The operations of the camera are preferably
controlled so as to be carried out when there is a change
to the feature information having the highest priority in
the photographic image, more specifically, when there is

a change to the feature information having the highest
priority in at least one of a position (the position change
may be to one part of the feature information), size, tilt,
and orientation of the feature information. Of course, the
camera may be controlled so that the camera is operated
based on other changes than the above.
[0014] Furthermore, according to the arrangement and
the method, the photographing section is controlled so
as to continuously include, in the photographic image
from which the feature information is detected, feature
information that has a highest priority in the photographic
image. Therefore, even if the feature information having
the highest priority is no longer tracked since the feature
information having the highest priority has moved outside
of a range in which the photographing section can track
an image for example, it is possible to track the feature
information having the highest priority in the photographic
image at that time (feature information having a higher
priority second to the feature information which is no long-
er tracked).
[0015] As the above, according to the arrangement and
the method, the photographing section is controlled so
that the tracking device continuously tracks the feature
information having the highest priority, even if there is a
plurality of tracking objects and a tracking order is given
to the tracking objects. Therefore, the tracking device is
capable of tracking the feature information having the
highest priority in the photographic image, without requir-
ing an operation from the user. Therefore, it is unneces-
sary for the user to specify the tracking object. As a result,
the operations taken by the user are reduced. As such,
the arrangement and the method allow autonomous
tracking of the feature information, not having to cause
trouble to the user, even if a figure that is prioritized in
tracking order is included in the image.
[0016] In addition to the above arrangement, with the
tracking device according to the present invention, the
feature information is face information which specifies
features of a face of a figure.
[0017] Face information excels in distinguishing a sub-
ject in order to specify an individual. According to the
arrangement, the feature information is face information,
so that authentication is easily carried out at the time of
matching. The face information allows easy identification
of an individual. Therefore, for example, tracking of play-
ers in sports relay broadcasting such as baseball and
soccer is possible in an order of popularity, by prioritizing
face information of the players.
[0018] Of course, the feature information is not neces-
sarily the face information of a face of a human figure,
as long as subjects are distinguishable between each
other. For example, the feature information is information
of an external appearance of a car. In such a case, it is
possible to track cars in an order of popularity in relay
broadcasting of an automobile race by prioritizing the
cars, for example. If the feature information is for example
information of a face of a horse, it is possible to track a
horse in relay broadcasting of horse racing in order of
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popularity, by prioritizing the horses. Note that the above
are simply exemplifications.
[0019] The tracking device according to the present
invention is arranged such that the tracking object match-
ing means (i) finds a similarity between the feature infor-
mation detected by the feature information detection
means and the feature information included in the track-
ing object information, (ii) determines, in a case where
the similarity thus found is greater than a predetermined
authentication threshold value, that the feature informa-
tion thus detected is information of a tracking object, and
(iii) finds authentication reliability indicative of how large
the similarity thus found is as compared with the prede-
termined authentication threshold value; and in a case
where the photographic image includes a plurality of fea-
ture information having an identical priority, the control
means controls the photographing section so that one of
the plurality of feature information, which has a greater
authentication reliability, is continuously included in the
photographic image.
[0020] According to the arrangement, a similarity is
found between the feature information thus detected and
feature information included in the tracking object infor-
mation. If the similarity thus found is greater than a pre-
determined authentication threshold value, it is deter-
mined that the feature information thus detected is infor-
mation of a tracking object. Furthermore, authentication
reliability is found. This allows continuously including, in
the photographic image, the feature information that has
a greater authentication reliability in the case where a
plurality of feature information that have an identical pri-
ority is included in the photographic image.
[0021] Therefore, even if a plurality of feature informa-
tion that have the identical priority is included in the pho-
tographic image, it is possible to determine an object and
track the feature information of the object to be always
included in the photographic image. Determination of the
object which is to be continuously included in the photo-
graphic image is dependent on the authentication relia-
bility. Therefore, it is possible to further reliably track the
tracking object.
[0022] In addition to the above arrangement, the track-
ing device according to an embodiment of the present
invention is arranged such that the control means con-
trols the photographing section so that at least one of a
size and a position of the feature information that has the
highest priority is always fixed in the photographic image.
[0023] According to the arrangement, at least one of a
size and a position of the feature information having the
highest priority is always fixed in the photographic image.
The feature information that is in a stable size in the pho-
tographic image makes it easier to find the feature infor-
mation having the highest priority, in the photographic
image. A stable position of the feature information allows
finding the feature information having the highest priority
just by looking at a fixed position, for example, a center
of a monitor on which the photographic image is dis-
played. As such, it is possible to easily carry out surveil-

lance of the feature information having the highest priority
by having at least one of the size and the position of the
feature information having the highest priority fixed in the
photographic image.
[0024] The tracking device may be realized by a com-
puter. In such a case, a computer-readable recording
medium which records a tracking device control program,
which program causes the computer to operate as each
of the aforementioned means so as to realize the tracking
device, is also within the scope of the present invention.
[0025] As described above, the tracking device in ac-
cordance with the present invention includes the features
defined in claim 1.
[0026] According to the arrangement, when feature in-
formation that is included in a photographic image is de-
tected, and the feature information thus detected is in-
formation of a tracking object, a priority, which indicates
a tracking order of the feature information thus detected,
is acquired. Acquisition of the priority is carried out for
feature information which has been determined as the
tracking object. Therefore, it is possible to carry out pho-
tographing by controlling the photographing section so
that the tracking device continuously includes, in the pho-
tographic image from which the feature information is
detected, the feature information having a highest prior-
ity, based on the priority thus acquired, even if a plurality
of feature information are included in the photographic
image. This allows continuous tracking of the feature in-
formation having the highest priority. Of course, if there
is only one feature information that is prioritized in the
tracking object information, that prioritized feature infor-
mation is continuously tracked.
[0027] Furthermore, according to the arrangement, the
photographing section is controlled so as to continuously
include, in the photographic image from which the feature
information is detected, feature information that has a
highest priority in the photographic image. Therefore,
even if, for example, the feature information having the
highest priority is no longer tracked since the feature in-
formation has moved outside of the range in which the
photographing section can track an image, it is possible
to track the feature information having a highest priority
in the photographic image at that time (feature informa-
tion having a higher priority second to the feature infor-
mation which is no longer tracked).
[0028] As the above, according to the arrangement,
the photographing section is controlled so that the track-
ing device continuously tracks the feature information
having the highest priority, even if there is a plurality of
tracking objects and a tracking order is provided to the
tracking objects. Therefore, the tracking device is capa-
ble of tracking feature information having the highest pri-
ority in the photographic image, without requiring an op-
eration from the user. Therefore, it is unnecessary for the
user to specify the tracking object. As a result, the oper-
ations by the user are reduced. As such, the arrangement
allows autonomous tracking, not having to cause trouble
to the user, even if a figure that is prioritized in tracking

7 8 



EP 1 998 567 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

order is included in an image.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0029]

Fig. 1 illustrates an embodiment of the present in-
vention, and is a block diagram illustrating an essen-
tial arrangement of a tracking device.
Fig. 2 is an explanatory view illustrating one example
of a face information database, in a form of a graph.
Fig. 3(a) is an image view illustrating a switching of
a tracking object.
Fig. 3(b) is an image view illustrating a switching of
a tracking object.
Fig. 3(c) is an image view illustrating a switching of
a tracking object.
Fig. 4(a) is an image view illustrating a switching of
camera.
Fig. 4(b) is an image view illustrating a switching of
camera.
Fig. 4(c) is an image view illustrating a switching of
camera.
Fig. 5 is a flow chart illustrating a flow of a tracking
process in a tracking device of the present embodi-
ment.
Fig. 6 is a flow chart illustrating a flow of a camera
switching process.
Fig. 7(a) is an image view illustrating an example
where a tracking device of the present embodiment
is used in relay broadcasting of horse racing.
Fig. 7(b) is an image view illustrating an image cap-
tured by a camera shown in Fig. 7(a).
Fig. 8(a) is an image view illustrating an example in
which a tracking device of the present embodiment
is used in relay broadcasting of a baseball game.
Fig. 8(b) is an image view illustrating an image cap-
tured by a camera shown in Fig. 8(a).
Fig. 8(c) is an image view illustrating an image cap-
tured by another camera shown in Fig. 8(a).
Fig. 8(d) is an image view illustrating an image cap-
tured by still another camera shown in Fig. 8(a).

REFERENCE NUMERALS

[0030]

1 Tracking device
2 Control section
3 Photographing section
4 Storage section
5 Input accepting section
6 Display section
21 Face detection section (feature information detec-

tion means)
22 Face matching section (tracking object matching

means)
23 Priority acquisition section (priority acquisition

means)
24 Movement calculation section
25 Photographing control section (control means)
26 Position recognition section (position recognition

means)
33 Photographing device
41 Face information database (tracking object infor-

mation)

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0031] One embodiment of the present invention is de-
scribed below with reference to Figs. 1 through 8. The
following description explains a tracking device of the
present embodiment, which in order to track a specific
object, recognizes feature information included in a pho-
tographic image as face information of a figure (human
or thing), and matches the face information. However,
the feature information may be any kind of information,
as long as a subject that is included in the photographic
image is distinguishable.

[Arrangement of tracking device]

[0032] A tracking device 1 of the present embodiment
includes a control section 2, a photographing section 3,
a storage section 4, an input section 5, and a display
section 6.
[0033] The control section 2 has a microcomputer built
therein. Based on a computer program, the control sec-
tion 2 operates by receiving an input operation or the like
from the input section 5. The control section 2 controls
operations of various arrangements in the tracking device
1 as a whole. The control section 2 functions as a face
detection section 21, a face matching section 22, a pri-
ority acquisition section 23, a movement calculation sec-
tion 24, a photographing control section 25, and a position
recognition section 26.
[0034] The face detection section 21 detects face in-
formation (face) that is included in a photographic image
taken by the photographing section 3.
[0035] The face matching section 22 compares the
face information detected by the face detection means
with a face information database (DB) 41. In the face
information DB 41, face information of a plurality of per-
sons is registered, which face information corresponds
to a priority indicating tracking order of the face informa-
tion. Subsequently, the face thus detected is determined
whether or not the face is a tracking object. Here, face
information denotes a face image. In this case, a con-
ventionally known method such as an eigenface method,
an LFA (Local Feature Analysis) method, a graph match-
ing method, a neural network method, a constrained mu-
tual subspace method, a perturbation space method, or
a frequency analysis method is to be used for determining
sameness between the face images by comparing the
face images.
[0036] For example, the sameness of the face images
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is determined as follows. Feature amount in a face image
is found by use of Gabor-wavelet transform or the like.
Subsequently, similarity between the feature amount in
the face image and the feature amount registered on the
database is found. Thus, the sameness is determined. If
the similarity exceeds a threshold value set in advance,
the two faces are determined as the same face. As such,
the sameness of the face images can be determined by
comparing the face images. Note that a determination
method is not limited to this.
[0037] The face matching section 22 finds the similarity
between the face information and face information in-
cluded in the face information DB 41. If the similarity thus
found is greater than a predetermined authentication
threshold value, the face detection section 21 determines
that the face information thus detected is a tracking ob-
ject. Furthermore, the face matching section 22 finds au-
thentication reliability, based on how greater the similarity
thus found is from the predetermined authentication
threshold value.
[0038] The priority acquisition section 23 acquires a
priority of the face information thus detected from the
face information DB 41.
[0039] The movement calculation section 24 meas-
ures a movement of the face information that has a high-
est priority of the face information thus detected, and cal-
culates an amount of the movement of the face informa-
tion having the highest priority. Calculation of the amount
of the movement by the movement calculation section
24 may be carried out by, for example, well-known meth-
ods such as Patent Document 5.
[0040] The photographing control section 25 controls
the photographing section 3 so that the face information
having the highest priority is continuously included in the
photographic image from which the face information is
detected. Controlling of the photographing section 3 is
carried out by following the movement of the face infor-
mation having the highest priority, based on the amount
of movement calculated by the movement calculation
section 24. The controlling of the photographing section
3 is preferably carried out, for example, by controlling
operations of a camera which is a photographing device
33, more specifically, (i) controlling operations such as
panning/tilting and zooming, that are carried out by mov-
ing a position of a camera horizontally, vertically, or for-
ward and back, (ii) changing in exposure, or (iii) switching
of cameras in the case where there are a plurality of pho-
tographing cameras. The position of the camera may be
moved, for example, by placing the photographing cam-
era on a stand positioned on a rail. Of course, the pho-
tographing section 3 may be controlled in any way as
long as the face information having the highest priority
is continuously included in the photographic image.
[0041] It is preferable for the photographing section 3
to be controlled so that the operation of the camera is
carried out when there is a change to the face information
having the highest priority in the photographic image,
more specifically, when there is a change to the face

information having the highest priority, to at least one of
a position (the change may be to one part contained in
the face information, for example, a position of an eye),
size, tilt, and a facing direction of the face information.
Of course, the photographing section 3 may be controlled
so that the camera is operated based on other changes
than the above.
[0042] The photographing control section 25 may con-
trol the photographing section 3 so that at least one of
the size and the position of the face having the highest
priority is fixed in the photographic image. Of course, the
face having the highest priority may be tracked just so
as to keep the face inside the photographic image. How-
ever, the face at a stable size in the photographic image
makes it easier to find the face having the highest priority
in the photographic image. A stable position of the face
allows finding the face information having the highest pri-
ority just by looking at a fixed position, for example, a
center of a display screen on which the photographic
image is displayed. Of course, the position is not limited
to the center. As such, it is possible to easily carry out
surveillance of a face having the highest priority by having
at least one of the size and the position of the face having
the highest priority fixed in the photographic image.
[0043] The position recognition section 26 continuous-
ly recognizes the face information (face) in the photo-
graphic image which face information (face) is detected
by the face detection section 21, by continuously updat-
ing a coordinate (position of the face) of an image indi-
cating face coordinate information. The face coordinate
information is stored in a face position storage area
(memory) in the tracking device (not illustrated). The face
coordinate information is information indicating a position
of the face information (face) thus detected by the face
detection section 21. When (i) the face detection section
21 detects same face information, in a photographic im-
age which is subsequently obtained, as the feature infor-
mation which has been detected by the face detection
section 21, and (ii) the position recognition section 26
recognizes the position of the face information in the pho-
tographic image, the face matching section 22 does not
access the face information DB 41. That is to say, posi-
tions of face information other than the current tracking
object which has the face information having the highest
priority is also recognized (traced). This allows reduction
of a number of times of which matching is carried out by
the face matching section 22. As a result, it is possible
to reduce burden on the tracking device 1.
[0044] The photographing section 3 includes the pho-
tographing device 33 which has a plurality of cameras,
a camera driving device 31, and a camera switching de-
vice 32. The photographing section 3 photographs an
image of the tracking object based on the control by the
photographing control section 25. The camera driving
device 31 drives the cameras in the photographing de-
vice 33. The camera switching device 32 switches the
camera which is to be driven. Each of the cameras in the
photographing device 33 can carry out panning/tilting,
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zooming, and changing of exposure.
[0045] The present embodiment is illustrated having a
plurality of cameras, however the number of cameras
may be one. In such case, the camera switching device
32 is not necessarily provided. The tracking device 1 may
be arranged so that there are a plurality of tracking de-
vices 1 which control one or more cameras. In this case,
the tracking devices may track the face having the highest
priority by use of a communications section provided to
each of the tracking devices.
[0046] The storage section 4 is made of a non-volatile
storage device such as a hard disk. The storage section
4 stores the face information DB 41. In the face informa-
tion DB 41, face information of a plurality of persons is
registered corresponding to a priority indicating a tracking
order of the face information.
[0047] For example, with reference to Fig. 2, face in-
formation of a person A and face information of a person
B that have a priority of 1 and 2, respectively, is registered
in the face information DB 41. A smaller numeral expres-
sion of the priority indicates a higher priority. Fig. 2 has
just two persons registered as tracking objects, however
more face information may be registered. Moreover, not
just registering one face information for a tracking object
but registration of a plurality of face information (for ex-
ample, the face information which faces front, right, left,
up, and down) for a tracking object allows accurate
matching by the face matching section 22. Information
related to the tracing object such as a name and feature
points of the tracking object (for example, in the case
where the tracking object is a baseball player, a fielding
position or the like) may be registered in the face infor-
mation DB 41. Having such information registered in the
face information DB 41 allows users to refer to the infor-
mation when setting and changing the priority. Therefore,
this information becomes help for the user.
[0048] Of course, if there is just one face information
that is prioritized in the face information DB 41, the face
information thus prioritized is continuously tracked. The
priority is also acquired in the case where there is just
one face information registered in the face information
DB 41. In such case, the one face information is consid-
ered to have the highest priority, even if the face infor-
mation is not prioritized. If just a part of a plurality of the
face information is prioritized whereas the rest are not
prioritized, the priority may be acquired on the basis that
the rest of the face information is considered to equally
have the lowest priority.
[0049] The storage section 4 may be stored with a con-
trol program which controls operations of various ar-
rangements in the tracking device 1, an OS (operating
system) program, or other various programs.
[0050] The input section 5 is an interface of the tracking
device 1 for accepting operations from a user. The input
section 5 is provided so as to enable the user to operate
the tracking device 1. For example, the input section 5
is provided so that the user can input settings and chang-
es to the priority in the face information DB 41. Therefore,

the user can set and change the priority of the face in-
formation registered in the face information DB 41 in ad-
vance, via the input section 5. If the priority is not set in
advance, the tracking device 1 may be arranged such
that a priority is set in the case the tracking device 1
detects face information that is not prioritized. If the track-
ing device detects face information that is not registered
in the tracking object information, the face information
may be registered in the tracking object information to-
gether with a priority. For example, in sports relay broad-
casting, it is possible to track a player in an order by
popularity by prioritizing the players for example. This
priority can be changed as necessary. In a case where
a reserve player joins the game or the like, a new priority
may be registered in order to carry out tracking. These
are simply exemplifications. In the case where the track-
ing device 1 detects the face information not registered
in the tracking object information, the face information is
to be registered in the tracking object so as to allow the
user to set the priority.
[0051] The input section 5 is provided so that, for ex-
ample, operation keys/buttons and the like are used in
order for the user to operate the input section 5. The user
gives, via the input section 5, various instructions to the
tracking device 1, for example start and stop of the track-
ing operation, rewriting of the face information DB 41,
and setting and changing the priority in the face informa-
tion DB 41. The input section 5 may be combined with
the display screen of the display section 6. That is, for
example, the input section 5 and the display screen of
the display section 6 may be provided as an integrated
touch panel. In such a case, items of which the user can
input are displayed on the display screen so that the user
can give instructions to the tracking device 1 by touching
the display area of the desired item. Operation means of
a stick-shape may be provided as the input section 5, in
order to touch the display area.
[0052] The display section 6 includes a display screen
(photographic screen), and outputs (displays) a photo-
graphic image photographed by the photographing de-
vice. A plurality of display sections 6 may be provided.
For example, a same number of display sections 6 as
the number of cameras may be provided. The display
screen of the display section 6 may be partitioned so that
images from a plurality of cameras are displayed on the
display section 6.
[0053] Moreover, for example, an audio output section
(not illustrated) may be provided, which audio output sec-
tion outputs audio accompanying the photographic im-
age photographed by the imaging device 33.
[0054] The face matching section 22 and the face in-
formation DB 41 may be provided as an external appa-
ratus. In such a case, matching process is carried out by
carrying out communications between the tracking de-
vice 1 and the external apparatus.
[0055] The tracking device of the present invention
does not necessarily include the photographing section
3 or the face information DB 41; the control section 2 may
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be considered as the tracking device according to the
present invention.
[0056] The following description explains a state where
tracking is carried out by use of the tracking device 1 that
has the above arrangement, with reference to Figs. 3(a)
through 3(c). Assume that, as illustrated in Fig. 2, face
information of a person A and a person B are registered
in the face information DB 41 prioritized as 1 and 2, re-
spectively. A smaller numerical priority indicates a higher
priority.
[0057] First, as illustrated in Fig. 3(a), assume that (a
face of) a human figure A is being tracked in a photo-
graphic image 50. Here, a human figure C is not regis-
tered in the face information DB 41. Therefore, the human
figure C is not a tracking object. Accordingly, a face po-
sition of the human figure C is recognized by the position
recognition section 26 as a tracing object, however track-
ing is not carried out.
[0058] Next, as illustrated in Fig. 3(b), assume that the
human figure B comes into the photographic image 50
(frame in, black arrow in figure), which human figure B
has a higher priority in tracking order than the human
figure A. In this case, the tracking object is switched from
the face of the human figure A to the face of the human
figure B (white arrow in figure). Meanwhile, the face of
the human figure C is not the tracking object, so just the
face position is recognized. The human figure B becomes
the tracking object, and while the face of the human figure
B stays in the photographic image 50, just the position
of the face of the human figure A is recognized as a track-
ing object that has a lower priority (tracing object).
[0059] Thereafter, as illustrated in Fig. 3(c), the face
of the human figure B, as the tracking object, is made to
stay in a certain range 51 of the photographic screen
which displays the photographic image 50. Moreover,
the position of the face of the human figure A is contin-
uously checked (recognized) while the face of the human
figure A is included in the screen, as the face that has
the lower priority (tracing object). In such a condition, if
the face of the human figure B disappears from the pho-
tographic image 50 due to some kind of cause, the face
of the human figure A again becomes the tracking object.
Meanwhile, the face of the human figure C has moved
outside of the image (frame out). This ends the recogni-
tion (trace) of the face position of the human figure C.
[0060] The above explanation of the tracking state is
made by use of one camera that carries out the tracking.
However, the number of cameras may be one camera
or several cameras.
[0061] The following description explains switching of
cameras in the photographing section 3, with reference
to Figs. 4(a) through 4(c). Here, assume that switching
is carried out from a camera C1 to a camera C2. Each
of Figs. 4(a) through 4(c) illustrate, from left to right, an
image I2 photographed by the camera C2, an image I1
photographed by the camera C1, and a positional rela-
tionship between imaging ranges of the cameras C1 and
C2 and a subject. In addition, the dotted areas in the

images I1 and I2 illustrated in Figs. 4(a) through 4(c) are
areas where the angle of view of cameras C1 and C2
overlap.
[0062] As illustrated in Fig. 4(a), when a face of a hu-
man figure P, which human figure P is a tracking object,
is in an angle of view of the camera C1, the camera C1
tracks the face of the human figure P.
[0063] In Fig. 4(b), it is assumed that the human figure
P, which is the tracking object, is to come off from the
angle of view of the camera C1, based on a calculation
by the movement calculation section 24. When the hu-
man figure P, which is the tracking object, comes into the
angle of view of the camera C2, a screen changes its
displayed image from the image I1 which is an image
photographed by the camera C1 to the image I2 which
is an image photographed by the camera C2. The pho-
tographing control section 25 controls the camera switch-
ing device 32, so as to control the switching of the cam-
eras.
[0064] Subsequently, as illustrated in Fig. 4(c), when
the human figure P, which is the tracking object, is in the
angle of view of the camera C2, the camera C2 tracks
the face of the human figure P.
[0065] As the above, in the tracking device 1, the pho-
tographing section 3 is controlled so that the face having
the highest priority is continuously included in the photo-
graphic image, even if there is a plurality of tracking ob-
jects and a tracking order is given to the tracking objects.
Therefore, the tracking device 1 can track a face having
the highest priority, without requiring an operation from
the user. Therefore, it is unnecessary for the user to spec-
ify the tracking object. As a result, the operations taken
by the user are reduced. As such, use of the tracking
device 1 allows autonomous tracking of the tracking ob-
ject, not having to trouble the user, even if a human figure
that is prioritized in tracking order is included in the image.

[Tracking process by the tracking device]

[0066] The following description explains a flow of
tracking processes in the tracking device 1, with refer-
ence to the flow chart shown in Fig. 5. Assume that, prior
to the processes explained below, prioritized face infor-
mation is registered in the face information DB 41.
[0067] First, the face detection section 21 detects face
information (hereinafter abbreviated to as "face") in a
photographic image so as to determine whether or not a
face is in the photographic image (step 1, hereinafter
abbreviated to as like S1). Detection of the face may wait
until a subject comes into the photographic image. The
camera may rotate so as to include the subject in the
photographic image otherwise, and subsequently start
the detection when the subject comes into the photo-
graphic image.
[0068] When a face is detected (YES in S1), the face
detection section determines whether the face thus de-
tected is one which its position is recognized in the image
(whether the face is in a previous frame) (S2).

15 16 



EP 1 998 567 B1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0069] An explanation dealing with the case where the
face thus detected in S1 is a face in which its position is
not recognized in the image (NO in S2) is explained first,
and the case where the face thus detected in S1 is a face
in which its position is recognized (YES in S2) is ex-
plained thereafter.
[0070] If the face thus detected in S1 is a face of which
its position is not recognized in the image (NO in S2), the
face matching section 22 checks the face information DB
41 so as to determine whether or not the face detected
in S1 is registered in the face information DB 41 (S3).
The determination is carried out as follows. A similarity
between the face thus determined and the face informa-
tion included in the face information DB 41 is found. If
the similarity thus found is greater than a predetermined
authentication threshold value, it is determined that the
face thus determined is information of a tracking object.
Furthermore, authentication reliability is found from how
greater the similarity is than the authentication threshold
value.
[0071] When the face thus detected in S1 is registered
(YES in S3), the priority acquisition section 23 acquires
a priority of the face thus detected in S1 (S4). Once the
priority is acquired, it is determined whether or not the
face currently tracked (face having the highest priority)
is included in the image (S5). If the face currently tracked
is included in the image (YES in S5), the priority of the
face thus detected in S1 and the face currently tracked
are compared (S6). In the case where the priority of the
face thus detected in S1 and the priority of the face cur-
rently tracked are the same, it is determined whether or
not the authentication reliability thus found at a time when
determination is made in S3 is higher than the authenti-
cation reliability of the face currently tracked (S7). The
authentication reliability of the face currently tracked is
stored in a memory or the like not illustrated.
[0072] As a result of comparing the authentication re-
liabilities of the two faces, in the case where the authen-
tication reliability of the face thus detected in S1 is high
(YES in S7), the face that is the information of the current
tracking object is taken off the tracking object. The face
that is the information of the current tracking object is
then registered as information of a tracking object having
a low priority in the memory or the like not illustrated (S8).
Also in the case where, in S6, the face thus detected in
S1 has a higher priority than the face that is currently
tracked, the process proceeds to S8, where the face that
is the information of the current tracking object is taken
off the tracking object, and is registered as the information
of the tracking object having the low priority in the memory
or the like not illustrated.
[0073] In S6, if the face thus detected in S1 is lower in
priority than the face that is currently tracked, the face
thus detected in S1 is registered as the information of
the tracking object having the low priority in the memory
or the like not illustrated (S10). Subsequently, the proc-
ess proceeds to S18. In S7 also, if the face thus detected
in S1 has the lower authentication reliability than the face

that is currently tracked (NO in S7), the face thus detected
in S1 is registered as the information of the tracking object
having the low priority in the memory or the like not illus-
trated (S10). The process thus proceeds to S18.
[0074] If the face thus detected in S3 is not registered
(NO in S3), the face thus detected in S1 is registered as
information of a tracing object in the memory or the like
not illustrated (S9). The process thus proceeds to S18.
[0075] If the face currently tracked is not included in
the image (NO in S5), a face objected for process (here,
the face thus detected in S1) is registered as the infor-
mation of the tracking object in the memory or the like
not illustrated (S11). The process thus proceeds to S18.
Similarly, after the face which is the information of the
current tracking object is registered as the information of
the tracking object having the low priority in the memory
or the like not illustrated (S8), the process proceeds to
S11, in order to register the face objected for process
(here, the face thus detected in S1) as the information of
the tracking object in the memory or the like not illustrat-
ed, and proceeds to S18.
[0076] If the face thus detected in S1 is a face of which
its position is recognized in the image (YES in S2), it is
determined whether or not the face is the face that is
currently tracked (S 12). If the face is the face that is
currently tracked (YES in S12), it is determined whether
or not the face thus detected (the face that is currently
tracked) is positioned around a center of the image (S13).
If the face thus detected is not positioned around the
center of the image (NO in S13), the photographing con-
trol section 25 controls the photographing section 3 so
that the face thus detected comes around the center of
the image (S14). If the face thus detected is positioned
around the center of the image (YES in S13), or, after
the imaging control section 25 controls the photographing
section 3 so that the face thus detected comes around
the center of the image (S14), the process proceeds to
S18.
[0077] In S12, if the face thus detected in S1 is not the
face that is currently tracked (NO in S12), it is determined
whether or not the face thus detected in S1 is a face
having the low priority (information of a tracking object
not having a high priority) (S15). If the face is of the low
priority (YES in S 15), it is determined whether or not the
face that is currently tracked is in the image (S16). If (i)
the face is not a face having the low priority (NO in S 15)
or (ii) the face currently tracked is in the image (YES in
S16), the process proceeds to S18. Note that, if the face
is one which is not of the low priority in S15, the face is
a tracing object.
[0078] If the face that is currently tracked is not in the
image in S16 (NO in S16), the face thus detected in S1
is registered as the information of the tracking object in
the memory or the like not illustrated (S11). The process
thus proceeds to S18.
[0079] Finally, face position information is updated by
rewriting a coordinate (position of face) in an image which
indicates face coordinate information that is stored in a
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face position storage area (memory) of the tracking de-
vice, to a detected coordinate (position where the face
information was detected by the face detection section
21 in S1) (S18). Note that if a face is not detected in an
image in S1 (NO in S1), information of the tracking object
and the tracing object, each of which is registered in the
memory or the like, is deleted from the tracking device
(S17), and the process ends. Tracking process in the
tracking device 1 is carried out by repetitively carrying
out the above processes, as illustrated in Fig. 5.
[0080] The following description explains a camera
switching process in a case where the photographing
section 3 has a plurality of cameras, with reference to a
flow chart illustrated in Fig. 6. The following description
is made assuming that a camera C1 is switched to a
camera C2.
[0081] As illustrated in Fig. 6, it is determined whether
or not a face having a highest priority is included in a
switching area (dotted area in Figs. 4(a) through 4(c)) of
the camera C1 (S51). If there are no faces in the area
(NO in S51), the process ends. If there is a face in the
area (YES in S51), it is determined whether or not a po-
sition of the face having the highest priority is outside of
the switching area in a previous frame of the camera C1
(S52). If the position is not outside the switching area
(NO in S52), the process ends. If the position is outside
the switching area (YES in S52), it is determined whether
or not a position of the face having the highest priority is
outside the switching area of the camera C2 (S53). If
there is no such face positioned outside the area (NO in
S53), the process ends. If there is the face positioned
outside the area (YES in S53), it is determined whether
or not the position of the face having the highest priority
in the previous frame of the camera C2 is in the switching
area or not (S54). If the position of the face is not in the
switching area (NO in S54), the process ends. If the po-
sition of the face is in the switching area (YES in S54),
cameras are switched from the camera C1 to the camera
C2 (S55).
[0082] The switching of the camera is carried out as
above. This switching of cameras between two or more
cameras is carried out as similar to this. The switching
is controlled so that when a camera which tracks a face
that has a highest priority no longer can track the face
that has the highest priority, another camera which is
capable of tracking the face having the highest priority
tracks the face.

[Example 1]

[0083] The following description explains the tracking
device 1 of the present embodiment, assuming that the
tracking device 1 is used in relay broadcasting of horse
racing for example, with reference to Figs. 7(a) and 7(b).
In the following description, the photographing device 33
has one camera.
[0084] Assume that faces of the horses are registered
in the face information DB 41 as face information in ad-

vance, and a horse H2 is prioritized as 1, and a horse
H5 is prioritized as 2, in an order of popularity. A camera
C1 is placed on a rail 1 as illustrated in Fig. 7(a), so as
to move in a progressing direction of the horses. In this
case, the camera C1 is first controlled so that the horse
H5 at the front comes in a center of a photographic image
I1. The camera C1 continues to track the horse H5, as
illustrated in Fig. 7(b). However, when the horse H2
comes into the photographic image I1, the camera C1 is
controlled so that the horse H2 comes in the center of
the screen in a subsequent frame.
[0085] As such, by setting the priority of tracking in the
order of popularity, it is possible to arrange the most pop-
ular horse that is recognizable in the photographic image
to be in the center of the screen.
[0086] Instead of the faces of the horses, faces of jock-
eys that ride the horses may be used. In such a case,
the faces of the jockeys are to be registered in the face
information DB 41. The priority may be set in the order
of popularity of the jockeys, or the order of popularity of
the horses on which the jockeys ride.

[Example 2]

[0087] The following description explains the tracking
device 1 of the present embodiment, assuming that the
tracking device 1 is used in relay broadcasting of a base-
ball game as illustrated in Fig. 8(a) for example, with ref-
erence to Figs. 8(a) through 8(d). In the following descrip-
tion, the photographing device 33 has three cameras.
[0088] Assume that faces of players are registered in
the face information DB 41 as face information, and a
respective priority is set as runner > batter > fielder.
[0089] As illustrated in Figs. 8(b) through 8(d), the cam-
era C1 tracks a runner A, the camera C2 tracks a fielder
B, and the camera C3 tracks a fielder C. The cameras
C1 through C3 are controlled so that the respective play-
ers are positioned in the center of the screens I1 through
I3. The runner A, the fielder B, and the fielder C are
tracked by the camera C1, the camera C2, and the cam-
era C3, respectively. When the runner A comes into the
angle of view of the camera C2 in base running, the cam-
era C2 brings the runner A to the center of the screen I2.
That is to say, the camera C2 switches the tracking object
to the runner A. When the runner A runs out from the
angle of view, then the tracking object returns to the field-
er B. When the runner A comes into the angle of view of
the camera C3 in base running, the camera C3 also
switches the tracking object to the runner A so that the
runner A comes in the center of the screen I3. Once the
runner A is out of the screen, the tracking object of the
camera C3 returns its tracking object to the fielder C.
[0090] As such, it is possible to carry out tracking based
on priorities.
[0091] Other than the above, in the tracking device 1
of the present embodiment, the priority may be set as:
forward > mid fielder > defender > goal keeper, or home
players > away players, for example, in the case where

19 20 



EP 1 998 567 B1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the device is used in relay broadcasting of a soccer game.
In a case for example where a suspicious person is
tracked for security, tracking may be carried out by setting
a priority in an order of: a suspect on a wanted list > a
person that has a criminal history > other persons. More-
over, for bicycle racing, speedboat racing, car racing, mo-
torbike racing, a marathon, a long-distance relay road
race, athletics and the like, tracking may be carried out
by setting a priority as: most popular > secondly popular
> ···. If it is sports relay broadcasting of an amateur base-
ball, the tracking may be carried out by prioritizing the
players in an order of drafting. Note that these are simply
exemplifications. How the tracking orders are set is not
limited, and the tracking objects are also not limited.
[0092] The invention being thus described, it will be
obvious that the same way may be varied in many ways.
Such variations are not to be regarded as a departure
from the spirit and scope of the invention, and all such
modifications as would be obvious to one skilled in the
art are intended to be included within the scope of the
following claims.
[0093] Finally, the blocks of the tracking device 1, par-
ticularly the control section 2, may be realized by way of
hardware or software as executed by a CPU as follows:
[0094] The tracking device 1 includes a CPU (central
processing unit) and memory devices (memory media).
The CPU (central processing unit) executes instructions
in control programs realizing the functions. The memory
devices include a ROM (read only memory) which con-
tains programs, a RAM (random access memory) to
which the programs are loaded, and a memory containing
the programs and various data. The object of the present
invention can also be achieved by mounting to the track-
ing device 1 a computer-readable recording medium con-
taining control program code (executable program, inter-
mediate code program, or source program) for the track-
ing device 1, which is software realizing the aforemen-
tioned functions, in order for the computer (or CPU, MPU)
to retrieve and execute the program code contained in
the recording medium.
[0095] The recording medium may be, for example, a
tape, such as a magnetic tape or a cassette tape; a mag-
netic disk, such as a floppy (Registered Trademark) disk
or a hard disk, or an optical disk, such as CD-
ROM/MO/MD/DVD/CD-R; a card, such as an IC card
(memory card) or an optical card; or a semiconductor
memory, such as a mask ROM/EPROM/EEPROM/flash
ROM.
[0096] The tracking device 1 may be arranged to be
connectable to a communications network so that the
program code may be delivered over the communica-
tions network. The communications network is not limited
in any particular manner, and may be, for example, the
Internet, an intranet, extranet, LAN, ISDN, VAN, CATV
communications network, virtual dedicated network (vir-
tual private network), telephone line network, mobile
communications network, or satellite communications
network. The transfer medium which makes up the com-

munications network is not limited in any particular man-
ner, and may be, for example, wired line, such as IEEE
1394, USB, electric power line, cable TV line, telephone
line, or ADSL line; or wireless, such as infrared radiation
(IrDA, remote control), Bluetooth, 802.11 wireless, HDR,
mobile telephone network, satellite line, or terrestrial dig-
ital network. The present invention encompasses a car-
rier wave or data signal transmission in which the pro-
gram code is embodied electronically.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0097] The invention is applicable to systems which
track a plurality of subjects, and is applicable for various
purposes, for example, a security system, or for example,
teleconferences, televised lectures, and sports broad-
casting.

Claims

1. A tracking device (1) which tracks a tracking object
by controlling a photographing section (3) so as to
continuously include the tracking object in a photo-
graphic image taken by the photographing section,
the tracking device (1) comprising:

feature information detection means (21) for de-
tecting feature information from the photograph-
ic image wherein the feature information is face
information which specifies features of the face
of a person ;
tracking object matching means (22) for (i) com-
paring the feature information thus detected with
a tracking object information database, (41) in
which feature information of a plurality of per-
sons is registered so that the feature information
corresponds to a priority indicating tracking or-
der of the feature information, and (ii) determin-
ing whether or not the feature information thus
detected is information of a tracking object;
priority acquisition means (23) for acquiring the
priority of the feature information thus detected
from the tracking object information, in the case
where it is determined that the feature informa-
tion thus detected is the information of a tracking
object; and
control means (25) for controlling the photo-
graphing section (3), based on the priority thus
acquired, so as to continuously include, in the
photographic image from which the feature in-
formation is detected, feature information that
has a highest priority in the photographic image;
wherein the tracking object matching means
(22) (i) finds a similarity between the feature in-
formation detected by the feature information
detection means (21) and the feature informa-
tion included in the tracking object information
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database, (ii) determines, in a case where the
similarity thus found is greater than a predeter-
mined authentication threshold value, that the
feature information thus detected is information
of a tracking object and (iii) finds authentication
reliability indicative of how large the similarity
thus found is as compared with the predeter-
mined authentication threshold value; and
in a case where the photographic image in-
cludes a plurality of feature information having
an identical priority, the control means (25) con-
trols the photographing section (3) so that one
of the plurality of feature information, which has
a greater authentication reliability, is continu-
ously included in the photographic image.

2. The tracking device (1) as set forth in claim 1, where-
in:

the control means (25) controls the photograph-
ing section (3) so that at least one of a size and
a position of the feature information that has the
highest priority is always fixed in the photograph-
ic image.

3. A tracking method for tracking a tracking object by
controlling a photographing section (3) so as to con-
tinuously include the tracking object in a photograph-
ic image taken by the photographing section, the
tracking method comprising the steps of:

detecting feature information from the photo-
graphic image wherein the feature information
is face information which specifies features of
the face of a person ;
comparing the feature information thus detected
with a tracking object information database (41)
in which feature information of a plurality of per-
sons is registered so that the feature information
corresponds to a priority indicating tracking or-
der of the feature information;
determining whether or not the feature informa-
tion thus detected is information of a tracking
object;
acquiring the priority of the feature information
thus detected from the tracking object informa-
tion, in the case where it is determined that the
feature information thus detected is the informa-
tion of a tracking object; and
controlling the photographing section (3), based
on the priority thus acquired, so as to continu-
ously include, in the photographic image from
which the feature information is detected, fea-
ture information that has a highest priority in the
photographic image;
wherein the method further comprises:

finding a similarity between the detected

feature information and the feature informa-
tion included in the tracking object informa-
tion database;
determining, in a case where the similarity
thus found is greater than a predetermined
authentication threshold value, that the fea-
ture information thus detected is information
of a tracking object; and
finding authentication reliability indicative of
how large the similarity thus found is as
compared with the predetermined authen-
tication threshold value;
wherein, in the step of controlling the pho-
tographic section (3), in a case where the
photographic image includes a plurality of
feature information having an identical pri-
ority, the photographing section (3) is con-
trolled so that one of the plurality of feature
information, which has a greater authenti-
cation reliability, is continuously included in
the photographic image.

4. A tracking device control program product for oper-
ating a tracking device (1) as set forth in claim 1 or
claim 2, the control program causing a computer to
function as each of the means in the tracking device
(1).

5. A computer-readable recording medium wherein a
tracking device control program product as set forth
in claim 4 is recorded.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfolgungsvorrichtung (1), welche ein Verfolgungs-
objekt durch Steuern einer Fotografiereinrichtung (3)
so verfolgt, dass das Verfolgungsobjekt in einem von
der Fotografiereinrichtung (3) aufgenommenen fo-
tografischen Bild fortwährend enthalten ist, wobei
die Verfolgungsvorrichtung (1) aufweist:

eine Merkmalsinformationserfassungseinrich-
tung (21) zum Erfassen von einer Merkmalsin-
formation aus dem fotografischem Bild, wobei
die Merkmalsinformation eine Gesichtsinforma-
tion ist, die Merkmale des Gesichts einer Person
festlegt;
eine Verfolgungsobjektvergleichseinrichtung
(22) zum (i) Vergleichen der so erfassten Merk-
malsinformation mit einer Verfolgungsobjektin-
formationsdatenbank (41), in der Merkmalsin-
formationen einer Vielzahl von Personen derart
gespeichert sind, dass die Merkmalsinformation
einer Priorität, die eine Verfolgungsrangfolge
der Merkmalsinformation angibt, entspricht, und
(ii) Bestimmen, ob die so erfasste Merkmalsin-
formation eine Information eines Verfolgungs-
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objekts ist oder nicht;
eine Prioritätserlangungseinrichtung (23) zum
Erlangen der Priorität der so erfassten Merkmal-
sinformation aus der Verfolgungsobjektinforma-
tion für den Fall, dass bestimmt wird, dass die
so erfasste Merkmalsinformation die Informati-
on eines Verfolgungsobjektes ist; und
eine Steuereinrichtung (25) zum Steuern der
Fotografiereinrichtung (3) auf der Grundlage der
so erlangten Priorität, so dass in dem fotografi-
schen Bild, aus welchem die Merkmalsinforma-
tion erfasst wird, die Merkmalsinformation, die
eine größte Priorität in dem fotografischem Bild
hat, fortwährend enthalten ist;
wobei die Verfolgungsobjektvergleichseinrich-
tung (22) (i) eine Ähnlichkeit zwischen der Merk-
malsinformation, die durch die Merkmalsinfor-
mationserfassungseinrichtung (21) erfasst wird,
und der Merkmalsinformation, die in der
Verfolgungsobjektinformationsdatenbank ent-
halten ist, feststellt, (ii) in einem Fall, in dem die
so aufgefundene Ähnlichkeit größer als ein vor-
bestimmter Authentifikationsschwellenwert ist,
bestimmt, dass die so erfasste Merkmalsinfor-
mation eine Information eines Verfolgungsob-
jekts ist, und (iii) eine Authentifikationszuverläs-
sigkeit feststellt, die angibt, wie groß die so ge-
fundene Ähnlichkeit in Bezug auf den vorbe-
stimmten Authentifikationsschwellenwert ist;
und
wobei die Steuereinrichtung (25) in einem Fall,
in dem das fotografische Bild eine Vielzahl von
Merkmalsinformationen mit einer identischen
Priorität enthält, die Fotografiereinrichtung (3)
steuert, so dass eine Merkmalsinformation aus
der Vielzahl von Merkmalsinformationen, die die
größte Authentifikationszuverlässigkeit hat, fort-
während in dem fotografischen Bild enthalten
ist.

2. Verfolgungsvorrichtung (1) nach Anspruch 1, wobei:

die Steuereinrichtung (25) die Fotografierein-
richtung (3) so steuert, dass mindestens ein Ele-
ment aus einer Größe und einer Position der
Merkmalsinformation, die die größte Priorität
hat, immer unverändert in dem fotografischem
Bild ist.

3. Verfolgungsverfahren zum Verfolgen eines Verfol-
gungsobjekts durch Steuern einer Fotografierein-
richtung (3), so dass das Verfolgungsobjekt in einem
fotografischem Bild, das von der Fotografiereinrich-
tung (3) aufgenommen wird, fortwährend enthalten
ist, wobei das Verfolgungsverfahren folgende Schrit-
te aufweist:

Erfassen von einer Merkmalsinformation aus

dem fotografischen Bild, wobei die Merkmalsin-
formation eine Gesichtsinformation ist, die
Merkmale des Gesichts einer Person festlegt;
Vergleichen der so erkannten Merkmalsinfor-
mation mit einer Verfolgungsobjektinformati-
onsdatenbank (41), in welcher Merkmalsinfor-
mationen einer Vielzahl von Personen so ge-
speichert sind, dass die Merkmalsinformation
einer Priorität, welche die Verfolgungsrangfolge
der Merkmalsinformation angibt, entspricht,
Bestimmen, ob die so erkannte Merkmalsinfor-
mation eine Information eines Verfolgungsob-
jekts ist oder nicht;
Erlangen der Priorität der so erfassten Merkmal-
sinformation aus der Verfolgungsobjektinforma-
tion für den Fall, bei dem bestimmt wird, dass
die so erkannte Merkmalsinformation die Infor-
mation eines Verfolgungsobjektes ist; und
Steuern der Fotografiereinrichtung (3) auf
Grundlage der so erlangten Priorität, so dass in
dem fotografischem Bild, aus welchem die
Merkmalsinformation erfasst wird, eine Merk-
malsinformation, die eine höchste Priorität in
dem fotografischem Bild hat, fortwährend ent-
halten ist;
wobei das Verfahren weiterhin aufweist:

Feststellen einer Ähnlichkeit zwischen der
erfassten Merkmalsinformation und der
Merkmalsinformation, die in der
Verfolgungsobjektinformationsdatenbank
enthalten ist;
Bestimmen, dass, in einem Fall, in dem die
so festgestellte Ähnlichkeit größer als ein
vorbestimmter Authentifikationsschwellen-
wert ist, die so erfasste Merkmalsinformati-
on eine Information eines Verfolgungsob-
jekts ist; und
Feststellen einer Authentifikationszuverläs-
sigkeit, die angibt, wie groß die so festge-
stellte Ähnlichkeit in Bezug auf den vorbe-
stimmten Authentifikationsschwellenwert
ist;
wobei die Fotografiereinrichtung (3) in dem
Steuerschritt der Fotografiereinrichtung (3)
in einem Fall, in dem das fotografische Bild
eine Vielzahl von Merkmalsinformationen
mit einer identischen Priorität enthält, so ge-
steuert wird, dass eine Merkmalsinformati-
on aus der Vielzahl von Merkmalsinforma-
tionen, die die größte Authentifikationszu-
verlässigkeit hat, fortwährend in dem foto-
grafischem Bild enthalten ist.

4. Verfolgungsvorrichtungssteuerprogramm zum Be-
treiben einer Verfolgungsvorrichtung (1) gemäß An-
spruch 1 oder 2, wobei das Steuerprogramm bewirkt,
dass ein Computer als die jeweiligen Einrichtungen
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in der Verfolgungsvorrichtung (1) fungiert.

5. Computerlesbares Aufzeichnungsmedium, in dem
ein Verfolgungsvorrichtungssteuerprogramm ge-
mäß Anspruch 4 gespeichert ist.

Revendications

1. Dispositif de suivi (1) qui suit un objet de suivi par la
commande d’une section de photographie (3) de ma-
nière à inclure continuellement l’objet de suivi dans
une image photographique prise par la section de
photographie, le dispositif de suivi (1) comprenant :

un moyen de détection d’informations de carac-
téristiques (21) pour effectuer la détection d’in-
formations de caractéristiques à partir de l’ima-
ge photographique, dans lequel les informations
de caractéristiques sont des informations de vi-
sage qui spécifient des caractéristiques du vi-
sage d’une personne ;
un moyen de correspondance d’objet de suivi
(22) pour effectuer (i) la comparaison des infor-
mations de caractéristiques ainsi détectées à
une base de données d’informations d’objet de
suivi (41) dans laquelle des informations de ca-
ractéristiques d’une pluralité de personnes sont
enregistrées de sorte que les informations de
caractéristiques correspondent à un ordre de
suivi indiquant une priorité des informations de
caractéristiques, et (ii) la détermination si les in-
formations de caractéristiques ainsi détectées
sont ou non des informations d’un objet de suivi ;
un moyen d’acquisition de priorité (23) pour ef-
fectuer l’acquisition de la priorité des informa-
tions de caractéristiques ainsi détectées à partir
des informations d’objet de suivi, dans le cas où
il est déterminé que les informations de carac-
téristiques ainsi détectées sont les informations
d’un objet de suivi ; et
un moyen de commande (25) pour effectuer la
commande de la section de photographie (3),
sur la base de la priorité ainsi acquise, de ma-
nière à inclure continuellement, dans l’image
photographique à partir de laquelle les informa-
tions de caractéristiques sont détectées, l’infor-
mation de caractéristique ayant la plus grande
priorité dans l’image photographique ;
dans lequel le moyen de correspondance d’ob-
jet de suivi (22) effectue (i) la constatation d’une
similarité entre les informations de caractéristi-
ques détectées par le moyen de détection d’in-
formations de caractéristiques (21) et les infor-
mations de caractéristiques incluses dans la ba-
se de données d’informations d’objet de suivi,
(ii) la détermination, dans un cas où la similarité
ainsi constatée est supérieure à une valeur de

seuil d’authentification prédéterminée, que les
informations de caractéristiques ainsi détectées
sont des informations d’un objet de suivi et (iii)
la constatation d’une fiabilité d’authentification
indiquant la grandeur de la similarité ainsi cons-
tatée par comparaison à la valeur de seuil
d’authentification prédéterminée ; et dans un
cas où l’image photographique comprend une
pluralité d’informations de caractéristiques
ayant une priorité identique, le moyen de com-
mande (25) commande la section de photogra-
phie (3) de sorte que l’une de la pluralité d’infor-
mations de caractéristiques, ayant la plus gran-
de fiabilité d’authentification, soit continuelle-
ment incluse dans l’image photographique.

2. Dispositif de suivi (1) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel :

le moyen de commande (25) commande la sec-
tion de photographie (3) de sorte qu’au moins
l’une d’une taille et d’une position de l’informa-
tion de caractéristique ayant la plus grande prio-
rité soit toujours fixe dans l’image photographi-
que.

3. Procédé de suivi pour suivre un objet de suivi par la
commande d’une section de photographie (3) de ma-
nière à inclure continuellement l’objet de suivi dans
une image photographique prise par la section de
photographie, le procédé de suivi comprenant les
étapes de :

détection d’informations de caractéristiques à
partir de l’image photographique, dans lequel
les informations de caractéristiques sont des in-
formations de visage qui spécifient des carac-
téristiques du visage d’une personne ;
comparaison des informations de caractéristi-
ques ainsi détectées à une base de données
d’informations d’objet de suivi (41) dans laquelle
des informations de caractéristiques d’une plu-
ralité de personnes sont enregistrées de sorte
que les informations de caractéristiques corres-
pondent à un ordre de suivi indiquant une priorité
des informations de caractéristiques ;
détermination si les informations de caractéris-
tiques ainsi détectées sont ou non des informa-
tions d’un objet de suivi ;
acquisition de la priorité des informations de ca-
ractéristiques ainsi détectées à partir des infor-
mations d’objet de suivi, dans le cas où il est
déterminé que les informations de caractéristi-
ques ainsi détectées sont les informations d’un
objet de suivi ; et
commande de la section de photographie (3),
sur la base de la priorité ainsi acquise, de ma-
nière à inclure continuellement, dans l’image
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photographique à partir de laquelle les informa-
tions de caractéristiques sont détectées, l’infor-
mation de caractéristique ayant la plus grande
priorité dans l’image photographique ;
dans lequel le procédé comprend en outre :

une constatation d’une similarité entre les
informations de caractéristiques détectées
et les informations de caractéristiques in-
cluses dans la base de données d’informa-
tions d’objet de suivi ;
une détermination, dans un cas où la simi-
larité ainsi constatée est supérieure à une
valeur de seuil d’authentification prédéter-
minée, que les informations de caractéris-
tiques ainsi détectées sont des informations
d’un objet de suivi ; et
une constatation d’une fiabilité d’authentifi-
cation indiquant la grandeur de la similarité
ainsi constatée par comparaison à la valeur
de seuil d’authentification prédéterminée ;
dans lequel, à l’étape de la commande de
la section de photographie (3), dans un cas
où l’image photographique comprend une
pluralité d’informations de caractéristiques
ayant une priorité identique, la section de
photographie (3) est commandée de sorte
que l’une de la pluralité d’informations de
caractéristiques, ayant la plus grande fiabi-
lité d’authentification, soit continuellement
incluse dans l’image photographique.

4. Produit de programme de commande de dispositif
de suivi pour faire fonctionner un dispositif de suivi
(1) selon la revendication 1 ou la revendication 2, le
programme de commande amenant un ordinateur à
fonctionner en tant que chacun des moyens dans le
dispositif de suivi (1).

5. Support d’enregistrement lisible par ordinateur dans
lequel un produit de programme de commande de
dispositif de suivi selon la revendication 4 est enre-
gistré.
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