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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

SENECA G. LEWIS, OF GREENSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO
GEORGE W. DAUM, OF JEANNETTE, PENNSYLVANIA.
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70 all whom ¢t may concern.:

Be it known that I, Sexeca G. Lewis, re-
siding at Greensburg, in the county of West-
moreland and Staté of Pennsylvania, a citi-
zen of the United States, have invented or
discovered certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Supports.for Timepieces, of which
improvements the following is a specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to improvements in
supports for timepieces. It finds practical
application in the mounting of a watch on
the body of an automobile.

In the accompanying drawings which
form part of this specification Figure 1 is a
view in front elevation of a watch support
for an automobile which embodies my in-
vention; Fig. 2 is a view in vertical section
of the same article, the plane of section being
indicated by the line II—II, Fig. 1. Fig.

- 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2, illustrating a
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modification in structure.

The support of my invention consists of a
block of rubber 1 of which one face, a—5, is
shaped to engage the supporting surface—
which ordinarily will be the flat vertical face
of the dash-board of an automobile—and
the other face, ¢—d, is shaped to form a
pocket to receive and retain a watch, leav-
ing the dial exposed to view. The shape of
this pocket is sufficiently indicated in Figs. 1
and 2 of the drawings. A flange surrounds

the watch and overlaps its edge; a hole 2

through this flange is provided for the pass-
ing through of the stem of the watch. The
proportions and material are such that the

. pocket may be stretched to permit the inser-
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tion and removal of the watch ; but when the
watch is in place it will be securely held.
The hole 2 in the flange allows the introduc-
tion through it of the winding stem of the
watch; and when by the stretching of the
material the winding knob has passed
through the hole 2, the edges of the hole will
close around and make firm and dust-proof
engagement about the stem and beneath the
winding knob. The winding knob will re-
main accessible for winding.

The faces e—>b and ¢—d of block 1 are so
disposed one to the other that when the sup-
port is in place and a watch carried in the
support the face of the watch will be turned

toward the occupant of a seat in the auto-

mobile. Ordinarily, as I have said, the sup-

- the automobile.
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port will be applied to the substantially ver-
tical inner face of the dash-board of the au-
tomobile, ‘and ordinarily the face c—d with
its watch pocket will be opposite the face
a—b and inclined ' to the face a5, as is
indicated in Fig. 2.

- The rubber block 1 is secured in place
against a suitable. surface on the body of
Embedded within the sub-

stance of block 1 is an inlay of rigid ma-

‘terial. -This may conveniently take the form

of a metal plate 8. Preferably, this inlay is
arranged wholly within the body of rubber.
Through it the structure is secured to the
body of the automobile, by bolts, screws, or
the like. In Fig. 2 T have shown bolts se-
curing the support to the automobile body.
The holes for the passage of the bolts are
formed through plate 3 and through the ad-
jacent portions of the body of rubber. The
holes for applying the bolts are preferably
enlarged as at 4 that the heads may be coun-
tersunk, and in the arrangement shown these
holes open through the pocket formed for
receiving the watch.

~When the support has been applied, as
indicated in Fig. 2, it is to be observed that
there is a cushioning layer of rubber inter-
posed between the inlay 3 and the automo-
bile body to which the support is attached;

it is further to be observed that the watch’

when applied and carried in its pocket rests
entirely within a body of rubber, bearing
neither upon the inlay 8 nor upon the heads
of the retaining screws; it is further to be
observed that the elasticity of the entire
block of rubber is made available to cushion
the contained watch against shock and jar;
and finally it is to be observed of the struc-
ture as shown that when the watch is in place
in its pocket the means of supporting- the
structure are entirely concealed, so that the

whole presents a simple and neat appear-

ance. v :
The variation in structure illustrated in
Fig. 8 concerns the inlay of rigid material.
This takes the form of a frame of sheet
steel composed of three webs—a medial web
5, and opposite end webs 6. This frame
rests in a suitable recess formed in the body
of the support. When the support is ap-
plied and secured in place a lip. 7 of rubber
is clamped between the edges of the frame
and the face against which the support is
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applied. The securing (as shown in this
instance it is by screws) is through the
medial web 5. As in the other form the
securing means are counter sunk in holes
extending from the back of the watch
pocket. .

Comparing Figs. 1 and 2, it will be ob-
served that with the opposite faces a—b

“and e—d of block 1 disposed at an angle one

to another such as is indicated—and this
will be the usual angle—the stem of the
wateh will conveniensly protrude through
the lower edge of the support, and, actord-
ingly, the dial of the watch will conven-
iently be inverted from the position usual in
open faced watches. Of course, the stem
will protrude where most convenlent.
Manifestly the structure without the at-
taching screws or the like—and therefore
without the necessary presence of the inlay
3 and the screw holes—may be made a con-
venient and ornamental support for a desk
watch. In such use the edge which as shown
m the drawings is the lower edge will be-

come the higher edge, the stem of the watch -

will -protrude at the top, and the dial will
be normal, not inverted. ’

The convenience of having a watch per-
manently mounted on an automobile body
where it is under the eye of the driver has
heretofore been greatly diminished because
of the fact that the jolts and jars of service
tend to injure the watch and make it un-
reliable and useless as a timekeeper. It is
to the overcoming of this difficulty that my
invention is primarily addressed. Further-
more, since rubber is a nonconductor of
electricity, the watch in its pocket is effec-
tively insulated against electrical or mag-
netic disturbance.

As distinguished from other articles serv-
ing the same general ends, my support made
of elastic material is a one-piece article.
Other supports require for insertion of the
watch the separation and putting together
again of a plurality of interconnecting parts;
my support, because of its material and
shape, requires no such taking apart and
putting together. Thus it is serviceable and
may be used with greatest ease, and, fur-
thermore, it presents a simple and attrac-
tive appearance.

It will be observed that, when the watch
is applied, the inturned flange which forms
the Tim of the watch pocket is stretched and
the hole' 2 formed through the flange is en-
larged to permit the introduction of the
watch; and then, when the watch is in place
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and the rubber contracts around it, it is
held firmly in a substantially dust-proof
pocket.

Manifestly the invention is applicable in

any case Where a timepiece in its mounting -
is liable to injury by jolts and jars impart-.

ed from the body in which it is mounted.

I claim as my invention: ‘

1. A support for a timepiece consisting
of a body of elastic material, a pocket in one
face of said body, and an inlay of rigid
material arranged wholly within said body.

2. A support for a timepiece consisting of
a body of elastic material, said body pro-
vided on one face with an annular flange
formed also of elastic material and of one
substance with said body and forming with
said body a watch-pocket, and an inlay of
rigid material within said body, such sup-
port being provided with a securing hole
extending through the elastic material and
through the inlay within it.

3. A support for a timepiece consisting of
a body of elastic material, a pocket in one
face of said body and of one substance with
said body, and an inlay of rigid material
within said body, said structure being pro-

vided with a securing hole extending from.

said pocket through said body. of elastic
material and through said inlay’ of rigid
material within it.

4, A support for a timepiece consisting
of a body of elastic materigl provided on
one face with an annular flange formed also
of elastic material and of one substance with
said body and forming with said body a
pocket for a timepiece, said flange being
provided with a watch stem engaging ori-
fice normally engaging (when the watch is
in place) the stem of the watch beneath the
winding knob.

5. A support
a body of elastic material provided on one
face with a pocket, and expansible-and con-
tractible to permit the insertion, secure re-
tention, and removal of a timepiece, said
pocket being closed over the back of an in-
troduced timepiece and having two open-
ings; the one exposing the face and the
other exposing the winding means of an
introduced timepiece.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 19th day of August, A. D.,

19186.
SENECA G. LEWIS.
‘Witnesses: o
Arice A, Triry,
Bayarp H. CErisTY."

Copies. of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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