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(57) Abstract: This image processing device has a configur-
ation for performing image processing on an extraction im-
age (P7), which is an image obtained by extracting a linear
structure embedded in an original image (P0). That is, the
image processing device is provided with a line-connecting
processor (19) for generating a defragmented image (P8) by
connecting linear structures embedded in the extraction im-
age (P7) in disjointed manner due to noise and the like. The
line-connecting processor (19) interpolates pixels in the ex-
traction image (P7) in the direction of extension of the linear
structures while acquiring the direction in which the linear
structures are embedded in the extraction image (P7) on the
basis of a direction image (P5), thereby extending the linear
structures in the extension direction. The linear structures
embedded in a disjointed manner in the extraction image
(P7) are linked together in a natural manner in accordance
with this operation, making it possible to provide a more
highly visible image.
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