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To all whomy it may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL FISHER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Butler,
in the county of Butler and State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented a new and useful
Tmprovement in Flooring, Table-Tops, &e.,
of which improvement the following is a
specifieation.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvementsin tile orlike blocks, a
series of which are matched together to form
floors, tops for various artieles of furniture,
and other similar purposes.

My invention relates to the formation of
the tile or block, and in constructing a floor
or the like with my improved tile or block
each tile or block laid is of the same con-
struction, the blocks being so constructed as
to interlock with each other, each block be-
ing identical in shape.

My invention therefore has for its object
the dispensing with blocks of differentshapes,
thus enabling me to produce a simpler,

cheaper, and more durable floor or the like,

since the blocks or tile when matched to-
gether are firmly interlocked.

My invention will be hereinafter more spe-
cifically described and then particularly
pointed out in the appended claim, and in
describing the invention in detail reference
will be had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this application, and where-
in like numerals of reference will be em-
ployed to designate like parts throughoutthe
different views of the drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a detail perspective view show-
ing a series of tile or blocks constructed ac-
cordingto my invention interlocked together.
Fig. 2 is a detail perspective view of one of
the tiles or blocks partially broken away.

In laying a floor with my improved tile or
in constructing a top for a piece of furniture
or in any other manner producing a solid
surface the method is best shown in Fig. 1,
wherein it will be observed that I place the
tile or blocks 1 so that their respective ends
match with the respective sides of the tileor
blocks 2. The ftile or blocks, as stated, are

identical in construction and are each formed
with parallel side ribs 4 4 and end ribs 3.
The block or tile is substantially rectangular
in outline, and when laid, as in Fig. 1, the
groove 4’ between the vertical parallel side

(No model.)

ribs 4 receives the ends of the adjacent block
on each side thereof, while ‘the vertical end
ribs 3 engage in the grooves between the side
ribs of the adJaeent “two tiles. Thus in lay-
ing the floor or the like it will be observed
that the blocks are laid alternately side and
endwise, and to produce effectsin tiling each
alternate block may be of different style, as,
in effect,shown in Fig. 1. Each block being
identicalinconstruction,itisextremely cheap,
aund in practice a composition of material or
wood may be employed. Attention is di-
rected specifically to the fact that the blocks
or tile being each identical in construction
no specific matching is required—that is, no
particular side or end of the block is required
for matching with the adjacent bloek, either
side of each block matching perfectly with
either end of an adjacent block.

Desirable effects, it will be observed, are
easily obtainable either by the use of two
different colors or by the employment of a
plurality of colors in the blocks.

Where constructed of wood, the tile are
formed from a long strip of material. This
is run through a mortising or tenoning ma-
chine to cut the grooves therein, as seen in
Fig. 2. Then the blocks or tile are cut off
into the proper sizes. Where made of a
composition,the tile or blocks may be molded
in the desired sizes.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
Iclaim asnew, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is—

In a flooring,: the combination of inter-
locked closely-fitted tiles, each tile provided
with a central portion having two parallel
ribsextending from two opposite faces thereof
at right angles, a recess formed between the
opposite parallel sides of said ribs having
parallel faces, and right-angular waysformed
by the extended portion of said central por-
tion and the ribs, the ribs of one tile and said
angular ways fitted into recessesin an adjoin-
ing tile, all as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I -have hereunto
signed my name in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

SAMUEL FISHER.

In presence of—
Louis MOESER,
C. STENNER.
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