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like of freight cars as they are usually han 
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sufficiently for such purpose, or the open 
ings between the lips may be large enough 
to permit the vibrations to be taken care of 
by the wheels 17 and rails 18 in connection 
with the cushioning devices just described. 
The dashpot is preferably provided with 

means to graduate the exit of air from its 
cylinder 21. Any suitable means to accom 

show for the purpose a series of holes 26, 
the spaces between the holes being greater 
toward the effective end of the cylinder and 
the last hole being snailer than the others. 
In other words, as the piston 22 is forced 
toward the closed end of the cylinder the 
air will be forced out through the holes 26 
comparatively freely until it approaches the 
last hole, when finally the trapped air will 
constitute an air cushion, except, however, 
as may be modified by the operation of an 
adjustable air valve 27. The air valve may 
be set to discharge at any desired amount of 
pressure as required by the nature of the 
equipment. 
As suggested in Fig. 3 especially, the plat 

form is designed for the transportation of 
crates of eggs shown in broken lines at 28. 
The platform construction may include 
therefore any desired number of permanent 
side and end rails 29 and 30 respectively, 
which serve to hold the egg crates in posi 
tion. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

understood that a load of freight or break 
able commodities carried by the platform 16 
will be relieved from the shocks or jamming 
effect of the starting and switching or the 
dled. In other words, the platform and its 
load will be given a resilient cushioned end 
wise connection with the ends of the freight 
cars whereby the danger of breakage or loss 
will be reduced to a minimum. 
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Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 45 
Patent:- 

1. In a freight car, the combination with 
the car body, of a platform adapted to re 
ciprocate longitudinally within the car body 
and toward the opposite ends thereof in 50 
alternation, anti-friction means to support 
the platform upon the car floor, a pair of 
rods extending from one end of the car to 
the other end and there secured in position, 
said rods extending through portions of the 
platform, and cushioning means associated 
with said rods and serving to relieve the 
shock between the car and the platform. 

2. In a device of the character set forth, 
the combination of a car body including a 
floor and ends, a platform within the car, 
rails and wheels supporting the platform 
upon said floor and providing for longitu 
dinal reciprocation of the platform between 
the ends of the car, means auxiliary to the 
rails and wheels to control the lateral vibra 
tions of the platform, and cushioning means 
between the ends of the platform and the 
ends of the car, said cushioning means in 
cluding dashpots, each dashpot comprising a 
cylinder, a piston, a piston rod and a socket 
piece for the end of the piston rod, said 
socket piece having vertically arranged par 
allel lips spaced from each other at a dis 
tance slightly greater than the width of the 
end of the piston rod, said dashpot also in 
cluding means to control the exit of air from 
the cylinder, said controlling means includ 
ing an adjustable valve. . . 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

FRANK. G. MILLER. 
Witnesses: 

E. W. CoSTELLO, 
MÁILLIE PESSI FALL. 
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