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UNITED STATES

PateEnT OFFICE.

CHARLES H. REIMARD, OF BLOOMSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA, ASSIGNOR OF
ONE-HALF TO JUDSON PERRY WELSH, OF BLOOMSBURG, PENNSYL-

VANIA.

GARMENT-CLASP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 718,794, dated January 20, 1903.

-Application filed July 18, 1902,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES H. REIMARD,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Bloomsburg, in the county of Columbia and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in' Garment-
Clasps, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to a garment-clasp;
and the object of the same is to provide a
simple and effective device of this class hav-
ing a positive operation and economical in
the cost of manufacture. '

The invention consists in the construction
and arrangement of the several parts, which
will be more fully hereinafter deseribed and
claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
viewof a clasp embodying the features of the
invention. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section
thereof. Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view of the
same. Fig. 4is a transverse section on the
line 4 4, Fig. 2. ’

Similarnumerals of reference are employed
to indicate corresponding parts in the several
views,

The improved clasp comprises a sheet-
metal strip struck up from a suitable blank
and having aninherent resiliency. The strip
is doubled to form two shanks 1 and 2, the
shank 1 atitsterminal Having a transversely-
extending socket-jaw 3 and the shank 2 an
angular jaw 4 to fit in the jaw 3 and firmly
clamp the portion of the garment engaged
between the said jaws by forcing it within
the socket-jaw 3. Theshanks1 and 2 are con-
nected together by a connecting-bend 5, and
each shank adjacent its side edges has out-
struck ribs 6, extending the full length there-
of fromw the bend 5 to the jaws. Said ribs do
not continue over the bend 5 orthe jaws and
provide the shanks with central longitudinal
recesses 7. A slide 8 engages the shanks 1
and 2 and has outstruck beads 9 completely
sarrounding the ends thereof. This slide is
of rectangular form and closely fits and
moves over the shanks 1 and 2. By making
the slide 8 rectangular in cross-section it will
be prevented from turning or becoming dis-

50 placed on the shanks and will also be more
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effective in adjusting the shanks to bring the
jaws 3 and 4 in close relation proportionately
to the thickness of the portion of garment
held between the said jaws. The rear side
of the slide is struck inwardly at the center,
as at 10, throughout its entire length to pro-
vide opposite grooves 11 to receive the ribs 6
of the rear shank 2 and also to set up a close
frictional engagement between the body of
the rear side of the slide between the said
grooves and the recess 7 of the said rear
shank 2. The front side of the slide has its
opposite portions regularly curved in the ares
of eirecles, as at 12, to move over the ribs 6
of the front shank 1 and to permit the greater
portion of said front side to stand clear and
outward from the recess 7 of the front shank,

-and the end of the front side of the slide far-

thest from the jaw 3 or nearest to the loop 5
has an inwardly-strueck tongue 13, which is
adapted to spring over and lock against any
one of a series of outstruck projections 14,
formed in the center of the recess 7 of the
front jaw and in longitudinal alinement. It
will be seen that when the tongue 13 engages
either one of the projections 14 the slide 8
will have any tendency thereof to move to-
ward the loop 5 and away from the jaws 3 and
4. positively obstructed, and the clamping
pressure of the jaws on a portion of a gar-
ment or other device can thereby be regu-
lated as necessity may require to establish a
firm engagement of the jaws with the article
held thereby.

The ribs 6 give the shanks sufficient rigidity
to maintain them in proper shape and by
their formation permit the use of compara-
tively thin sheet metal in the construction of
the clasp. The beads 9 of the slide 8 also
strengthen and keep said slide in shape and
prevent the latter from being forced out of
shape when pressed over the shanks toward
the jaws., It will be apparent that the ab-
sence of the ribs 6 and beads 9 would render
the clasp impracticable in view of the tend-
ency at all times of the shanks 1 and 2 and
the slide 8 to become bent, and a furtherad-
vantage of the beads 9 is that the fingers of
the operator will have a rounded smooth sur-
face to engage during the operation of the
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slide, and thereby remove all liability of in-
jury to the fingers of the hand.

By forming the inwardly-struck portion 10
in the rear side of the slide the tongue 13 at
one end of the front side of said slide will be
rendered more effective in its locking opera-
tion in view of the fact that the slide will be
held in closer relation at its front side to the
frontshank and atendency toward the tongue
13 by loose movement slipping over or be-
coming disengaged from either of the projec-
tions 14 will be entirely obviated. Moreover,
the use of the rectangular-shaped slide 8 pre-
vents theshanks 1 and 2 from having irregu-
larlateral movementin relation toeach other,
and an accurate registration of the jaw 4 in
relation to the socket-jaw 3 will at all times
ensue. DBy stiffeningthe shanks through the
provision of the ribs 6 and the slide through
the medium of the beads 9 the wearing quali-
ties of the entire clasp will be increased. It
is proposed to plate the several parts of the
clasp or otherwise ornament the same with-
out interfering with the structual features
heretofore enumerated, and, furthermore,
changes in the proportions and general di-
mensions may be resorted to without in the
least affecting the principle of the invention.

Having thus fully described the inventioun,
what is claimed as new is—

1. A garment-clasp comprising a pair of
shanks continuous with a bend at one end
and having jaws at their opposite ends, the
said shanks having outstruck ribs extending
longitudinally thereof adjacent to their side
edges and the one jaw formed with outstruck
projections in longitudinal alinement be-
tween its ribs, and a slide movably engaging
the jaws and having surrounding end beads,
one of the latter at one side of the slide be-
ing struck inwardly to form a tongue to lock
against the said projections.

2. A garment-clasp comprising a pair of
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shanks having terminal jaws, the shanks be-

ing formed with longitudinally - extending

ribs near their side edges and one shank hav-
ing longitudinally-alined projections in a re-
cess between the ribs, and a slide movably
engaging the shanks and having at one side
an inwardly-struck tongue to codperate with
the projections and a depression at the oppo-
site side to closely fit in the space between
the ribs of the other shank.

3. A garment-clasp comprising a pair of
shanks having terminal jaws, both shanks be-
ing formed with outwardly-struck longitudi-
nal ribs adjacent the side edges thereof fo
provide central recesses extending the full
length of the shanks, the one shank having
outwardly-extending projections longitudi-
nally alined in the center of its recess, and a
slide movably mounted on the shanks and
formed with end beads completely surround-
ing the same, the one bead being inwardly
struck to provide a tongue for engagement
with the projections and the opposite side of
the slide inwardly depressed to form grooves
for the reception of the ribs of the shank op-
posite that having the projections and also
to cause the adjacent side of the slide to
closely fit in the recess of the shank opposite
that carrying the projections.

4. A clasp comprising a pair of shanks with
terminal jaws, both shanks having longitudi-
nal ribs adjacent to the side edges thereof,
and oneshank carrying a locking projection
between the ribs, and a slide movably mount-
ed on the shanks and having an inwardly-
extending tongue to coOperate with the pro-
jections of the one shank.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES H. REIMARD.

Witnesses:

‘WM. CHRISMAN,
CHAS. W. RAY.
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