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This invention relates to improvements in life 
preservers. 
An object of my invention is to provide an im 

proved iife preserver which is adapted to sup 
port the Wearer in a position with his head well 
abCVe the Surface of the Water. 
Another object of my invention is to provide 

an improved life preserver having the buoyant 
material therein so disposed as to automatically 
CauSe the Wearer's body to assume a rearwardly 
inclined position in which the head is supported 
Well above the surface of the water. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

an improved life preserver having a chin rest 
Which prevents the wearer's head from dropping 
forwardly even though consciousness might be 
lost from exposure or through other causes. 
A Still further object of my invention is to pro 

vide an improved life preserver adapted to fit 
persons of different sizes, having the buoyant ma 
terial therein SO arranged as to automatically 
CauSe a perSon Wearing the same to assume a 
position with his face disposed in an upward di 
rection and well above the surface of the water. 

ther cbjectS more or less apparent will pre 
Sent themselves or Will be specifically pointed out 
in the description to follow, 
In the accompanying drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a plan view of a life preserver con 

Structed in accordance with my invention; 
Fig. 2 is a side view showing my invention se 

Curred upon a wearer; 
Fig. 3 is a Sectional view taken on the line 3-3 

of Fig. 1; and 
Fig. 4. ShoWS a portion of one of the spring con 

tained Securing Straps, the outer covering there 
of being partly broken away and in Section. 

in constructing my improved life preserver I 
preferably cut two layers of canvas or other suit 
abie faloric into the desired shape and size and 
place Suitable quantities of kapok or other buoy 
.aint material between the layers before sewing 
their edges together. The device is comprised 
of three nain buoyant compartments 1, 2 and 3, 
the compartment 1 being disposed at the lower 
end, tile middle compartment 2 being connected 
to comparinent 1 by a flexible strip 4, and the 
COngartnet 3 being disposed at the opposite 
Or upper end. An inverted U-shaped opening 5 
is formed between the compartments 2 and 3, the 
:aid {p2ning having a rounded top end 5' which 
extends into the compartment 3. The compart 
inents 2 and 3 are joined together by narrowed 
kapok filed shoulder portions. 6, which, by reason 
Of their comparative narrowness, are somewhat 
flexible. Extending upwardly from the upper end 
of the compartment 2 and disposed between the 
shoulder portions 6 is a protruding member or 
chin rest 7 which is adapted to extend under 
the chin of a wearer and thereby prevent his 

(C. 9-1) 

lead from dropping downwardly. In order to 
automatically position the body of the wearer 
With his face upward and lifted Well Out of the 
water, I have distributed the buoyant material 
in the various compartments in Such a manner 
that compartments 2 and 3 are Sufficiently buoy 
ant to effect the desired results. The compart 
ment 2 is normally located on the breast of the 
Wearer with the upwardly protruding member 7 
positioned under the chin, The compartment 2 
Serves to autonnatically position the body of the 
Wearer So the face is turned upWard. The com 
partment 3 is So disposed with reference to the 
middle compartment that it lies beneath the back 
of the Wearer's head and forms a rest and Sup 
port therefor. The compartment 3 may be pro 
vided with a crease 8. Within Which the Wearer's 
head normally rests, while the compartment 2 
may be provided With a similar crease 8 which 
permits the side edges of the said compartment 
to be drawn closer to the breast, 
The means employed for securing the device 

- upon a wearer consists of two straps 9 fastened 
at ends thereof to opposite side edges of com 
partment 3. The straps extend downwardly 
through rings 10 Secured to opposite side edges 
of the compartment 2, at points beneath the 
shoulder portions 6. The straps are each prefer 
ably provided therein with one or more coiled 
Springs or other Suitable resilient means 11 which 
enable the device to be secured upon bodies of 
different sizes. Suitable fastening means 2 pro 
vided on the free ends of the straps permit the 
securing of the said ends together. 
A person desiring to use the device first places 

his head through the inverted U-shaped open 
ing 6, thereby causing the compartment 2 to be 
come positioned on his breast and the compart 
ment 3 back of his head. The straps 9 are 
crossed at the back of the wearer's body and 
then brought forward over the flexible strip 4 
to a point in the front where they are fastened 
together. In fastening the straps together a 
downward pressure is exerted upon the sides of 
compartment. 3, thereby causing the rounded 
lower edge. thereof, to firmly contact with the 
lower part of the wearer's neck. The tension of 
the Springs 11 in the straps not Only causes the 
compartment 3 to be maintained in a secure 
position against the lower part of the head of 
the wearer, but also maintains the compart 
ment 2 firmly against the wearer's breast. When 
the device has been placed in operative position 
upon a person it is almost impossible to effect its 
detachment except by unfastening the ends of 
the straps. The proper functioning of the con 
partments 2 and 3 in automatically causing a 
perSon's body to assume a rearwardly inclined 
pOSition in the Water, is materially assisted by 
the lower compartment 1 which turns upwardly 

65 

70 

5 

80 

85 

90 

00 

105 

O 

5 

  



2 1,938,610 
upon the strip 4, thereby contributing consider 
ably in turning the person upon his back or into 
the required position. It is to be observed that 
the buoyant compartment 2, the buoyant COm 

5 partment 3, the buoyant shoulder portions 6 and 
the chin rest 7 are formed integrally. With One 
another, and that they cooperate with One an 
other to support a Wearer's body in Such a poSir 
tion that his head is maintained above the Sur 

0 face of the Water with his face upwardly dis 
posed. The buoyant shoulder portions 6 and the 
upper compartment 3, which forms the head 
rest, cooperate with one another to normally 
maintain the chin rest 7 in such a position that 

5 the wearer's head cannot drop forwardly. 
Although I have shown and described a life 

preserver construction constituting the preferred 
embodiment of my invention, still, it is recog 
nized that the principles thereof may also be 

20 embodied in other forms or shapes having con 
siderable merit. For this and other apparent 
reasons, I desire my invention included broadly 
within the spirit of the appended claims rather 
than limited to the exact construction herein 

25 shown and described. 
Having described my invention what I claim 

S. 
1. A life preserver comprising an upper buoy 

ant compartment normally positioned beneath 
30 the head of the wearer and a lower buoyant COm 

partment normally located against the Weare's 
breast, the said compartments being joined to 
gether by semi-flexible and buoyant shoulder 
members, the said comparments and shoulder 

35 members being formed integrally with one an 
other and So disposed with respect to One an 
other that an opening is formed for the inser 
tion of the head of the wearer, a protuberance ex 
tending into the said opening from the upper 

40 edge of the lower compartment, upon which pro 
tuberance the wearer's chin normally rests, and 
means for securing the device upon a Wearer. 

2. A life preserver comprising an upper buoy 
ant compartment normally positioned beneath. 

; the wearer's head and a lower buoyant COIn 
partment normally positioned against the Wear 
er's breast, the said compartments being joined 
together by semi-flexible buoyant shoulder mem 
bers, and the said compartments and shoulder 

50 members being disposed in such a manner that 
an opening is formed for the insertion of the 
head of the Wearer, a chin rest extending up 
wardly into the said opening from the top edge 
of the lower compartment, and means for Secur 
ing the device upon a person which includes a 
plurality of flexible straps extending down Wardly 
from opposite side edges of the upper compart 
ment through a plurality of rings Secured to 
opposite side edges of the lower compartment. 

3G 3. A life preserver comprising an upper buoy 
ant compartment and a lower buoyant compart 
Inent joined together by buoyant shoulder men 
bers, the lower buoyant compartment being Ol 
mally positioned against the breast of the wearer 

C and the upper buoyant compartment being nor 
mally positioned beneath the head of the wearer, 
the said compartments and shoulder members be 
ing integrally joined together in Such a manner 
that an opening is provided for the insertion of the 
head of a wearer, a chin rest formed integrally 
with the lower compartment and extending into 
the said opening, and means for Securing the 
device upon a person, 
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4. A life preserver comprising an upper buoy 
ant compartment and a lower buoyant COmpart 
inent joined together by gloyalin, shoulder frien 
bers, the Said conpaitinents aid Sinoulder Alem 
bers being integrally joined together in Such a 
manner that an opening is formed for the in 
Sertion of the head of the Weare', and means 
for Securing the device upon a Wearer Which 
includes a plurality of fiexible StrapS eXtending 
downwardly from opposite Side edgeS. Of the upper 
compartment and through icopS located at Oppo 
site side edges of the lower compartment, the 
said straps being adapted to be crossed at the 
back of the Wearer's body and to be fastened 
together at their free ends at tie front of the 
device. 

5. In a life preserver, a buOS3. One piece 
float comprising breast, shouldei and head Sup 
porting politicis foiled integrally With OIle all 
other aid so disposed with respect, to Gina an 
other than an opaning is fo; insed for the in Ser 
tion of the head of the Weare', the said breaSt. 
portion being provided with a pictuherance ex 
tending into the Said Opening. 

6. In a life preserver, a buoyant one piece 
float formed and shaped. So as to provide a head 
Supporting polition, a breast, portion normally 
positioned against the brea. St. Of the Wearer, 3. 
plurality of Spaced shoulder' pCitions joining the 
head Supporting and breast portions, and a chin 
rest portion projecting from the breast portion 
at points between the shoulder Orions. 

7. A life preserver comprising an uppel buoy 
ant, compartilent Ingrinally ic ing a headrest 
disposed in an upwardly inclined position behind 
the head of the Wearer and a, OWeir buoyant 
compartment normally positioned against the 
wearer's breast, the said conpartinents being 
joined together by Semi-illexible shoulder men 
bers normally a continuation of and alignad With 
said upwardly inciined headrest, the Said Con 
partments and shoulde; inenbers being disposed 
in Such a manner that an Opening is fol'Iled for 
the insection of the head of the Wearer, and 
means for Securing the device in position. On the 
Wearer which includes a, plurality of StrapS eX 
tending downwardly from opposite Side edges of 
the upper compartment over the shoulde's of 
the wearer and through a plurality of loops Se 
cured to opposite side edges of the lower coin 
partment. 

8. In a life preserver, a unitary bul Oyaint float 
comprising a buoyant breast poition normally 
positioned against the breast of a wearei, a buoy 
ant head supporting portion noi'inally disposed 
in an upwardly inclined position behind the head 
of the wearer and semi-flexible bi3O3ant shouider 
portions normally positioned upon the shoulders 
of the wearer and being a continuation of and 
in alignment, with Said buoyant head Support 
ing portion, the said shoulder portions being 
formed integrally with the Said breast and head 
Supporting portions, and means for Securing the 
device in position on the wearer which includes 
a plurality of straps extending downwardly from 
opposite side edges of the upper corn partment 
over the shoulders of the Wearer and through a 
plurality of loops secured to Opposite Side edges 
of the lower compartinent. 
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