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8 Claims.

This invention relates to improvements in life
preservers.
An object of my invention is to provide an im-
proved life preserver which is adapted to sup-
5 port the wearer in a position with his head well
above the surface of the water. .
Another object of my invention is to provide
an improved life preserver having the buoyant
material therein so disposed as to automatically
10 cause the wearer’s body to assume a rearwardly
inclined position in which the head is supported
well above the surface of the water.

A further object of my invention is to provide
an improved life preserver having a chin. rest
which prevents the wearer’s head from dropping
forwardly even though consciousness might be
lost from exposure or through other causes.

A still further object of my invention is to pro-
vide an improved life preserver adapted to fit
20 persons of different sizes, having the buoyant ma-

terial therein so arrangsd as to automatically
cause g person wearing the same to assume a
position with his face disposed in an upward di-
rection and well above the surface of the water.
o5 ther cbjects more or less apparent will pre-
sent themselves or will be specifically pointed out
in the description to follow.
In the accompanying drawing:
Fig. 1 is a plan view of a life preserver con-
=5 structed in accordance with my invention;
Fig. 2 is a side view showing my invention se-
cured upon a wearer;
Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on the line 3—3
of Fig. 1; and
35  Fig. 4 shows a portion of one of the spring con-
tained securing straps, the outer covering there-
of being partly broken away and in section.
In construeting my improved life preserver I
preferaply cut two layers of canvas or other suit-
49 -able fabric inte the desired shape and size and
place suitable quantities of kapok or other buoy-
.ant. material between the layers before. sewing
their edges together. The device is comprised
of three main buoyant compartments 1, 2 and 3,
45 the compartment 1 being disposed at the lower
end, the middle compartment 2 being connected
to compariment 1 by a flexible strip 4, and the
compartment 3 being disposed at the opposite
or upper end. An inverted U-shaped opening 5
50 is formed between the compartments 2 and 3, the
said opening having a rounded top end 5° which
extends into the compartment 3. The compart-
ments 2 and 3 are joined together by narrowed
kapok filled shoulder portions:6, which, by reason
55 of their comparative narrowness, are somewhat
flexible. Extending upwardly from the upper end
of the compartment 2 and disposed between the
shoulder portions 6 is a protruding member or
chin rest 7 which is adapted to extend under
60 the chin of a wearer and thereby prevent his
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head from dropping downwardly. In order to
automatically position the body of the wearer
with his face upward and lifted well out of the
water, I have distributed the buoyant material
in the various compartments in such a manner
that compartments 2 and 3 are sufficiently buoy-
ant to effect the desired results.  The compart-
ment 2 is normally located on the breast of the
wearer with the upwardly protruding member 7
positioned under the chin. The compartment 2
serves to automatically position the body of the
wearer 30 the face is turned upward. The com-
partment 3 is so disposed with-reference to the
middle compartment that it lies beneath the back
of the wearer’s head and forms a rest and sup-
port therefor. The compartment 3 may be pro-
vided with a crease 8 within which. the wearer’s
head normally rests, while the compartment 2
may be provided with a similar crease 8 which
permits the side edges of the said compartment
to be drawn closer to the breast,

The means employed for securing the device
-upon a wearer consists of two straps 9 fastened
at ends thereof to opposite side edges of com-
partment 3. The -straps extend downwardly
through rings 10 secured to opposite side edges
of the compartment 2, ai points beneath the
shoulder portions 6. The straps are each prefer-
ably provided therein with one or more coiled
springs or other suitable resilient means 11 which
enable the device to be secured upon bodies of
different sizes. Suitable fastening means 12 pro-
vided on the free ends of the straps permit the
securing of the said ends together,

A person desiring to use the device first places
his head through the inverted U-shaped open-
ing 6, thereby causing the compartment 2 to be~
come. positioned on his breast and the compart-
ment 3 back of his head. The straps 9 are
crossed at the back of the wearer’s body and
then brought forward over the flexible strip 4
to a point in the front where they are fastened
together., In fastening the straps together a
downward pressure is exerted upon the sides of
compartment- 3, thereby causing the rounded
lower edge thereof to firmly contact with the
lower part of the wearer’s neck. The tension of
the springs 11 in the straps not only causes the
compartment 3 to be maintained in a secure
position against the lower part of the head of
the wearer, but: also maintains the compart-
ment 2 firmly against the wearer’s breast. When
the device has been placed in operative position
upon a person it-is almost:impossible to effect its
‘detachment except by. unfastening the ends of
the straps. The proper functioning of the com-
partments 2 and 3 in automatically causing a
person’s body to assume a rearwardly inclined
position in the water, is materially assisted by
the lower compartment 1 which turns upwardly
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upon the strip 4, thereby contributing consider-
ably in turning the person upon his back or into
the required position. It is to be observed that
the buoyant compartment 2, the buoyant com-
partment 3, the buoyant shoulder portions 6 and
the chin rest 7 are formed integrally with one
another, and that they cooperate with one an-

other to support a wearer’s body in such a posi--

tion that his head is maintained above the sur-
face of the water with his face upwardly dis-
posed. The buoyant shoulder portions 6 and the
upper compartment 3, which forms the head
rest, cooperate with one another to normally
meaintain the chin rest 7 in such a position that
the wearer’s head cannot drop forwardly.

Although I have shown and described a life
preserver construction constituting the preferred
embodiment cf my invention, still, it is recog-
nized that the principles thereof may also be
embodied in other forms or shapes having con-
siderable merit. For this and other apparent
reasons, I desire my invention included broadly
within the spirit of the appended claims rather
than limited to the exact construction herein
shown and described.

Having described my invention what I claim
is:

1. A life preserver comprising an upper bhuoy-
ant compartment normally positioned beneath
the head of the wearer and a lower buoyant com-
partment normally located against the wearer’s
breast, the said compartments being joined to-
gether by semi-flexible and buoyant shoulder
members, the said comparments and shoulder
members being formed integrally with one an-
other and so disposed with respect to one an-
other that an opening is formed for the inser-
tion of the head of the wzsarer, a protuberance ex-
tending into the said opening from the upper
edge of the lower compartment, upon which pro-
tuberance the wearer’s chin normally rests, and
means for securing the device upon a wearer.

2. A life preserver comprising an upper buoy-
ant compartment normally positioned beneath
the wearer’s head and a lower buoyant com-
partment normally positioned against the wear-
er’s breast, the said compartments being joined
together by semi-flexible buoyant shoulder mem-
bers, and the said compartments and shoulder
members being disposed in such a manner that
an opening is formed for the insertion of the
head of the wearer, a chin rest extending up-
wardly into the said opening from the top edge
of the lower compartment, and means for secur-
ing the device upon a person which includes a
plurality of flexible straps extending downwardly
from opposite side edges of the upper compart-
ment through a plurality of rings secured to
opposite side edges of the lower compartment.

3. A life preserver comprising an upper buoy-
ant compartment and a lower buoyant compart-
ment joined together by buoyant shoulder mem-
bers, the lower buoyant compartment being nor-
mally positioned against the breast of the wearer
and the upper buoyant compartment being nor-
mally positioned beneath the head of the wearer,
the said compartments and shoulder members be-
ing integrally joined together in such a manner
that an opening is provided for the insertion of the
head of a wearer, a chin rest formed integrally
with the lower compartment and extending into
the said opening, and means for securing the
device upon a person.

.manner that an opening is
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4. A life prsserver comprising an upper buoy-
ant compartment and a lower buoyant compart-
ment joined together by buoyant shoulder mem-
bers, the said compartments and shoulder mem-
bers being integrally joined together in such a
formed for the in-
sertion of the head of the wearer, and means
for securing the device upon a wearer which
includes a plurality of fiexible straps extending
downwardly from opposite side edges of the upper
compartment and through lcons located at oppo-
site side edges of the lower compartment, the
said straps being adapted toc bhe crossed at the
back of the wearer’s body and to be fastened
together at their free ends at the front oi the
device.

5. In a life preserver, a bhucyant one piece
float comprising breast, shouldar and head sup-
porting porticns formed integrally with one an-
other and sc dispozed with razpect to one an-
other than an opening is formed for the inser-
tion of the head of the wearer, the said breast
portion being provided with a proiuberance ex-
tending into the said opening.

6. In o life preserver, a bucyant one piece
float formed and shaped so as to provide a head
supporting portion, a breast poriion normally
positioned against the breasi of the wearer, a
plurality of spaced shoulder nertions joining the
head supporting and breast portions, and a chin
rest portion projecting from the breast portion
at points betwesn the shoulder portions.

7. A life preserver comprising an upper buoy-

disposed in zn upwardly inclined position behind
the head of the wearer and a Ilower buoyant
compartment normally positioned against the
wearer’s hreast, the said compartments being
joined together by semi-flexible shoulder mem-
bers normally a continuation of and alignad with
said upwardly inclined headrest, the szid com-
partments and shoulder members being disposed
in such a2 manner that an opening is formed for
the insertion of the head of the wearer, and
means for securing the device in position on the
wearer which includes 2 plurality of straps ex-
tending downwardly from opposite side edges of
the upper compartment over the shoulders of
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the wearer and through a plurality of loops se-

cured to opposite side edgss of the lower com-
partment.
8. In a life prezerver, a unitary buoyant float

‘comprising a buoyant breast portion normally

positioned against the breast of a wearer, o buoy-
ant head suovporting portion normally disposed
in an upwardly inclinad position behind the head
of the wearer and semi-flexible buoyant shoulder
portions normally positioned upon the shoulders
of the wearer and being a continvation of and
in alignment with said bucyant head support-
ing portion, the said shoulder portions being
formed integrally with the said breast and head
supporting portions, and meons for securing the
device in position on ths wearer which includes
a plurality of straps extending downwardly from
opposite side edges of the upper corapartment
over the shoulders of the wearer and through a
plurality of loops secured to opposite side edges
of the lower compartment.

JAMES ROBERTSON.
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