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No. 729,839,

UNITED STATES

Patented June 2, 1903.

PaTENnT OFFICE.

EDWARD T. BURROWES, OF PORTLAND, MAINE.

GAME-COUNTER.
SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 729,839, dated June 2, 1903,
Application filed January 6,1903, . Serial No, 137,986, (No model.y

To all whom it ey coneeri:
Beitknownthat I, EDWARD T. BURROWES,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Portland, in the county of Cumberland and
State of Maine, have invented certain new

. and useful Improvements in Game-Counters,

of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had therein to the accompany-
ing drawings.

This invention relates to improvements in
game -counters, and more particularly to a
counter attachment for game tables, boards,
or the like, and has for its object the pro-
vision of novel means for seéuring the at-
tachment in place and, further, the provision

_ of instrumentalities for preventing accidental
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movement of the counting devices.

Novel details in the construetion and ar-
rangement of the several parts, to be herein-
after more particularly set forth, will be read-
ily understood upon an inspeetion of the ac-
companying drawings, forming part hereof,
and wherein a preferable embodiment of the
invention is shown for the purpose of illus-
tration.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a top plan view
of the rail of a game-table or the like, show-
ing one form of counter attachment applied
thereto. Fig.2is a transverse sectional view
on the line z « of Fig. 1. Tig. 8 is a similar
sectional view on the line v 4 of Fig. 1, and
Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sectional view.

Referring now more particularly to the
drawings, wherein like reference characters
designate corresponding parts in the several
views, 1 is a portion of the top rail of a game-
table or the like, having a longitudinally-dis-
posed grooved portion 2, preferably in its up-
per surface, said grooved portion being of a
width sufficient to admit the tip of the fore-
finger, and preferably having a curved bot-
tom 2°. ‘

3 designates securing-plugs fitting in the
ends of the groove 2 and having a diameter
slightly greater than the width of said groove,
80 as 1o be held therein by frictional contact
when the same are driven in place.

4iga wireorrod fitting in apertures 3*in the
lower portion of the plugs 3, and 5 represents

. centrally-apertured beads or counters held in

the groove by the rod 4, the upper edges of

the beads occupying a plane below the upper
surface of the rail, while the lower edges
thereof contact with the surface of the rail
surrounding the groove, so as to create a fric-
tional engagement therebetween whereby the
beads may be effectively retained in any ad-
justed position along the rod 4. The periph-
ery of each bead is substantially flat, being
curved at the edges of the bead only, thus
facilitating asliding engagement thereof with
the base of the grooved portion 2 of the rail,
the rod 4 being so mounted that the lower
surface thereof constantly engages the beads
to forcibly preserve the frictional engage-
ment between the edges of the beads and the
base of said grooved portion. '
The advantages of my improvements are
apparent. The groove 2 being of a width
sufficient to admit the tip of the forefinger,
the beads 5 may be moved to any desired
position along the bar, and the beads 5 being

positioned below the upper surface of the

rail and in frictional contact with the bottom
of the grooved portion 2 any accidental move-
ment of the same is prevented.

When it is desired to remove the attach-
ment for any reason, it is simply necessary
to forcibly withdraw the.plugs 3 from their
seats. ’

It is to be understood that I do not limit
my invention to an attachment for game
boards, tables, &e., as it can obviously be
made a separate article, in which case the rail
1 will constitute a suitable base for the same.

Many minor changes in the details of con-
struction and arrangement of the parts may
be made without in the least departing from
the spirit of my invention. :

Having thus deseribed my invention; what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— :

1. A game-counter of the character de-
seribed comprising a support, frictionally-re-
tarded counters thereon, and means for ad-
justing the frictional contact of said coun-
ters including adjustable plugs, and a rod
connected to said plugs and engaging each
counter. ,

2. A game-counter of the character de-
seribed comprising a support, shiftable coun-
ters thereon and means for securing said coun-
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“ters in place, including adjustable plugs, and

arod connected tosaid plugsadaptedtobead-
justed therewith and engaging each counter.,

3. A game -counter of the character de-
seribed, comprising a support, plugs inserted
into said support and held therein by frie-
tional engagement therewith, arod supported
by said plugs and arranged therebetween, the
ends of said rod projecting into said plugs
and slidable counters on said rod; substan-
tially as described.

4. A game-counter of the character de-
seribed comprisingasupporthavingagrooved
portion, plugs inserted into said grooved por-
tion and held therein by frictional engage-
ment therewith, a rod supported by said
plugs and arranged therebetween, and slid-
able counters on said rod arranged in said
grooved portion; substantially as deseribed.

5. In a game-counter of the character de-
seribed, a grooved support, a series of frie-
tionally - retarded counters arranged in the
groove, and means for regulating the fric-
tional contact of said counters, including ad-
justable plugs, and arod secured to said plugs
and engaging each counter.

6. In a counter of the character deseribed,
a grooved support, a series of counters ar-
ranged in the groove, and means for securing
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the counters in place, including adjustable

plugs, and a rod secured to said plugs and
engaging each of said counters.

7. A game-counter comprising a suitable
support having a grooved portion, slidable
counters fitting in the grooved portion, a rod
passing through apertures in the counters
and plugs for securing the rod in place and
operatively agsociated therewith to retain
the counters in frictional contact with the
grooved portion of the support; as and for
the purposes specified.

8. In a game-counter the combination of a
suitable support having a grooved portion,
oppositely-arranged plugs inserted into said
grooved portion and held therein by frie-
tional contact therewith, a rod fitting in aper-
tures in the lower portion of the plugs, and
counters slidably mounted on the rod and
frietionaily engaging the grooved portion of
the support; substantially as and for the pur-
poses specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

EDWARD T. BURROWES.
Witnesses:

ArRTHUR R. MACLEOD,
FraNK L. RICKER.
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