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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GLORGE W. LEVIN, a
citizen of the United Smtes, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, bave invented a vew and useful Improve-
ment in Combination Canceling and Dating
Stamps, of which the followmn is a speclﬁca
tion.

Myin \'entxon relates toimprovements in can.
celing and dating devices for use upon. postal
and other stamps, and hasfor its objects, first,
to provide a canceling mechanism which W111
irretrievably 1nut11ate, deface, and cancel
stamps upon which it may be nsed without in-

15 juring the envelope or other surface to which
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the stamp may be affixed or the ordinary mail-
able inclosure; second, to provide a mutilat-
ing canceling deviee, operatmg in conjunction
with a datmg device attached thereto, as here-
inafter shown and described. I attain these
objects by the mechanism illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

TFigure 1is a side view, showing all of its
parts in vertical section on the plane x 2, ex-
cept the dater b. Tig. 2 is a bottom view of
the eanceler C and dater b. Tig. 3 is a view
of the canceler-head C, showmg the radial

. slots ¢ @, in which the mutllatmo mechanism
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plays. Tig.4 showsthe plate ¢ Wlth its radial
slots ¢ for bolding the mutilating-feet to their
bearings. Tigs. 5 and 6 areside and end views
of the mutllatmﬂr feet, showing their mutilat-
ing-teeth n.

Similarlettersindicatesimilar partsthrough-
ouf the several views.

To the frame A, carrying the da‘er b and

canceler C, is ﬁxed the standard T,over which

the handle ¢, carrying plunger- arm k, works.

The mutilating feen Jy prov lded with cut-
ting-téeth n, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, 5, 6, and
hd\‘ll](" recess m for vertical and latel al bear

ings, move reciprocally in the radial slots a a

of the caunceler-head C and slots ¢ ¢-of the
guide-plate . ‘The feet fare beveled at f7, as
show n, and are also provided with the slot p’
for the spring 1, which works around the outer
end of the feet and in the groove p, being pro-
vided for the purpose of bringing the feet f

(No model.)

back to their normal position after their out-
ward stroke in performing their mutilating
function.

The plate ¢, which is held to the head C, is
a guide for and secures the feet f in the radial
slots ¢ ¢, and operates as a central bearing for
the working-face of the canceling device.

Tbe ring d, holding the guide-plate ¢ in po-
sition, is particularly intended as a bearing for
regulating the depth to which the teeth # shall

- penetrate the stamp in mutilating the same.

The spring j, working around the standard
T and within the handle g, recovers the plun-
ger k from its downward stroke and contact

with the beveled end f* of the feet f.

The pin &, working through the handle g and
slot ¢ in standard T, regulates the length of
stroke of the plunger %, the extreme point of
which is beveled, as shown,

The teeth » of the feet f are preferably cut,
as shown in Figs. 1, 5, and 6, for the purpose
hereinafter set forth.
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The manner of operation of my de‘ ice is-as -

follows: It being first applied to the inking-
pad, the recesses between the teeth n receive
and are filled with the ink. A downward
stroke of the handle g causes the teeth » to
penetrate the postal stamp to as greata depth
as the bearing-face of thering d wﬂl allow and
the beveled end of the plungel k to come in
contact with the beveled ends j* of the feet f,
driving them (the feet) outwardly in their ra-
dial _bezumgs @ q for a distanceless than the
distance longitudinally at which the teeth are
cut individually. Through this plowing or
wutilating process by the teeth » the ink car-
ried in the recesses between the teeth is de-
posited in the surfaces so matilated and read-
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ily permeates the broken fiber of the paper of .

which the stamp is composed. On releasing
the pressure upon the handle g the point of
the plunger & recovers from its antagonism
with the beveled ends f’ of the feet f, and the
feet, by means of the spring I, working in the
slot or'groove p', return to thew normml posi-
tion,

In gaging the maximum distaice at which
the teeth n shall move when describing their
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cutting or mutilating function, my object is to
avoid cutting entirely from the body of the
postal stamp so munch of its surface as shall
have been plowed up, such portion or portions
adhering to the body of the stamp and not
clogging up the teeth n, as would be the case
were such particles detached.

I have adopted the shape of tooth as shown,
considering that such shape will facilitate the
matter of clearing themselves of any possible
detached particles of paper in recovering.

The operation of the dating device is similar
to that of all dating-stamps of the same char-
acter.

It is obvious that the use of my mutilating
device without ink upon postal stamps is suffi-
cient to so thoroughly mutilate and ecancel the
same that any attempt at a second use would
meet with instant detection; but to insure a
more perfect cancellation I prefer to employ
ink as an adjunet, which, when permeating the

broken fiber of the paper, will be very difficult,

if not impossible, to remove by the use of
chemical agents.

‘What I claim as my invention, and desire to 23
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, in a mutilating cancel-
ing-stamp, of the head C, provided with radial
slots a, plate ¢, provided with slots ¢, ring 4,
feet f, provided with teeth =, spring I, and 30
plunger &, substantially as described.

2. The combination,in a mutilating cancel-
ing and dating stamp, of the canceler-head O,
mutilating-feet f, provided with teeth =, and
moving reciprocally in suitable radial bear- 33
ings,ring d, plate e, plunger &, handle ¢,stand-
ard T, spring j, and spring I, in conjunction
with the dater b, substantially as described.

GEORGE W. LEVIN.

Witnesses:

Louts DANZIGER,
E. DANZIGER.
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