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|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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With respect to unity:

Document 1 (JP 10-337513 A (Minolta Co., Ltd.), 22 December 1998
(22.12.1998), paragraphs [0012], [0028] to [0032], [0037]; drawings)
discloses an invention relating to a reverse-coating type roll coater
for coating the surface of a single-plate substrate, such as a
liquid-crystal glass substrateora flexible substrate comprisingplastic
or a film, with a predetermined coating liquid, the roll coater being
provided with a plurality of transport rollers 30 for transporting a
substrate W continuously in a horizontal direction, and a back-up roll
32 supporting the substrate W from below under an applicator roll 16,
wherein, before the start of a coating process for the substrate W, a
coating liquid processing unit 7 including the applicator roll 16 is
raised to a stand-by position, and, when the front end of the substrate
Wapproaches theupper endof theback-uproll 32 and reaches apredetermined
coating start position, the coating liquid supply unit 7 is lowered so
as to move the lower end of the applicator roll 16 to an operating position
where the surface of the substrate W is pressed with a predetermined
force. Thus, claims 1and3lacknoveltyinviewof Document 1 andtherefore
do not have a special technical feature.

Document 2 (JP 10-337513 A (Minolta Co., Ltd.), 22 December 1998
(22.12.1998), paragraphs [0012], [0028] to [0032], [0037]; drawings)
discloses an invention of a reverse roll coater which is a coater for
forming a coating on the surface of sheet base material for a copying
sheet and the like, wherein a back-up roller 12 is provided with an
adjustment means comprising a solenoid 26 for adjusting the gap from
an applicator roller 14, wherein, when the transport of a sheet base
material B by a transport means 11 is detected by a sensor 25, a control
means causes the solenoid 26 to operate at exactly the timing of the
front end of the sheet base material B transported over the back-up roller
12 so as to cause the back-up roller 12 to contact under pressure with
the applicator roller 14 so that the sheet base material B can be coated,
and, upon detection by the sensor 25 of the passage of the rear end of
the sheet base material B, the control means causes the applicator roller
14 and the back-up roller 12 to be separated from each other when the
rear end of the sheet basematerial B reaches the gap between the applicator
roller 14 and the back-up roller 12. Thus, claims 1 and 3 lack novelty
inviewof Document 1 and therefore do not have a special technical feature.

Accordingly, claims are classified into four inventions each of which
has a special technical feature indicated below.

Note:

(Invention 1) claims 1-3, 5-7, 18-20, 22 and 29-30

The special technical feature is "a coating device with at least one
of a back-up roll and a coating roll having a biasing means biasing in
a direction such that the gap between the back-up roll and the coating
roll is decreased".

Claims 1 and 3 having no special technical feature are classified
into Invention 1.

Among the invention of claim 5, the part of claim 5 referring to any
one of claims 1-3 is classified into Invention 1.

It is substantially possible to carry out a search on the inventions
of claims 6-7 without additional prior-art search or judgment by carrying
out a search on the part of claim 5 referring to any one of claims 1-3,
and therefore, said inventions are classified into Invention 1.

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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The inventions of claims 18-20, 22 and 29-30 are classified into
Inventionl, since it isefficient to carryout a search onthese inventions
together with the inventions of claims 1-3 and 5-7.

(Invention 2) claims 4 and 21

Claim 4 is not an invention of the same category including all of
the matters identifying the invention of claim 1, and since the special
technical feature of claim 4 is "a coating device in which, when a sheet
in a transport path is defined as a reference sheet, a sheet positioned
upstream of the reference sheet in the transport path as an upstream
sheet, and the state of the reference sheet and the upstream sheetpartially
overlapping each other as a partially overlapping state, the coating
roll coats the reference sheet and the upstream sheet in the partially
overlapping state with coating agent", there are no identical or
corresponding special technical features between Invention 1 and
Invention 2.

The invention of claim 21 is classified into Invention 2, since it
is efficient to carry out a search on said invention together with the
invention of claim 4.

(Invention 3) claims 8-10

Claim 8 is not an invention of the same category including all of
the matters identifying the invention of claims 1 and 4, and since the
special technical featureofclaim8 is "anoverlap-feedingdevice provided
with: a sheet delivery device that delivers the sheet toward a sheet
transport path; a sheet locker capable of being freely moved between
a sheet locking execution position enabling the locking of the sheet
delivered fromthe sheetdeliverydeviceandasheet lockingcancel position
atwhichthe lockingof the sheet is cancelled; anda lockermovingmechanism
for moving the sheet locker between the sheet locking execution position
and the sheet locking cancel position, wherein when the sheet in the
transport path is defined as a reference sheet, the sheet positioned
upstream of the reference sheet in the transport path as an upstream
sheet, and the state of the reference sheet and the upstream sheetpartially
overlapping each other as apartiallyoverlapping state, the locker moving
mechanism performs switching between the execution and cancellation of
the locking so that the partially overlapping state is created, the sheet
locker executing the locking at a position apart from an opening formed
in the sheet", there are no identical or corresponding special technical
features between Inventions 1 to 3.

(Invention 4) claims 11-17 and 23-28

Claim 11 is not an invention of the same category including all of
the matters identifying the invention of claims 1, 4, and 8, and since
the special technical feature is "laminate manufacturing equipment
providedwith: alaminatingdevice foraffixingabandof filmtoaplurality
of sheets soas toconnect thepluralityof sheets that arepartlyoverlapped
in a partially overlapping state; and a separating device for cutting
the film with the plurality of sheets in the partially overlapping state
affixed thereto and separating the plurality of sheets into separate
members with the film affixed thereto, wherein the laminating device
and the separating device are disposed in that order from upstream to
downstream in the sheet transport path, the sheets having a sheet opening
formed therein, the opening being closed by the film", there are no
identical or corresponding special technical features between Invention
1 to Invention 4.

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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While the invention set forth in claim 12 refers to any one of claims
8 to 11, since the invention of claims 8 to 10 is an invention relating
to "an overlap-feeding device", and since the invention set forth in
claim 11 is an invention relating to "laminate manufacturing equipment",
claim 12 is considered to refer to claim 11 and is therefore classified
into Invention 4.

The inventions of claims 23-28 are classified into Invention 4, since
it is efficient to carry out a search on these inventions together with
the inventions of claims 11-17.
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