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This invention relates to combs, and has 
more particular reference to a cleaning 
means therefor, which cleaning means serves 
as a handle for the comb and also as a hous 
ing therefor when not in use. 
One of the principal objects of the inven 

tion is the provision of an improved comb 
having means for housing the comb When 
not in use and for cleaning the comb teeth, 
and also having means for Srotecting the 
comb teeth against damage when the comb 
is in closed position. 
A further and important object is to pro 

vide means wherein the comb may be held in 
an open position with respect to the cleaning 
device and housing when it is desired to use 
the same. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view as the nature of the invention will be 
better understood, the same comprises the 
novel form, combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter more fully described and 
shown in the accompanying drawings and 
claimed. 

In the drawings, wherein like reference 
characters designate corresponding parts 
throughout the several views:- 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my lim 
proved comb, the comb per se disclosed as 
being in open position with respect to the 
combined housing and cleaning construction. 

Fig. 2 is a detail vertical sectional view 
taken substantially upon the line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a lower edge elevation of the 
housing and cleaning device, and 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary perspective of one 
corner of said combined housing and clean 
ing device. 
Now having particular reference to the 

drawing, 5 designates the comh per se, which 
is of conventional pocket type construction 
and 6 the housing and cleaning device of 
said comb.: 
The combined housing and cleaning de 

vice is formed from a single sheet of suitable 
metal or any other suitable material that is 
bent over upon itself to provide spaced walls 
7 and 8, between which the comb proper des 
ignated 5 is adapted to be positioned. At the 
lower edge of one of the walls, as shown in 
the drawing, the wall designated 7, there is 
formed inwardly extending lines or fingers 
9 in spaced relation and of a number equiva 
lent to the number of teeth in the comb 5 
and in staggered relation with respect to 

said teeth in order that the same may engage . 
between the teeth as clearly shown in Figs. 
1 and 2, whereby when the comb is moved 
ul Wardly within the housing, any matter 
collecting between said teeth will be effi 
ciently forced downwardly from therebe 
tween and consequently properly clean the 
comb. 
At the opposite ends of the combined hous 

ing and the cleaning device the spaced walls 
thereof are formed with registering arcuate shaped slots 10 loosely extending through 
which are cross pins 11 that are headed as 
at 12 at their opposite ends, said pins adapt 
ed to be readily moved within said slots. 
The lower ends of the slots extend substan 
tially parallel with the upper and lower 
edges of the comb case in order that when 
the comb 5 is positioned with respect to the 
case as shown in Fig. 1, said cross pins will 
rest upon the upper edge thereof and pre 
vent accidental movement of the comb up 
Wardly within the case while the same is 
being used, it being understood, of course, 
that the case or housing serves as a handle 
for the comb. 
When it is desired to dispose the comb 
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within the housing or case, the pins are . 
manually slid upwardly within the slots 
after which the comb may be positioned sub 
stantially entirely within the case-in order 
that it may be conveniently arranged within 
the pocket of the user. 
From the foregoing description, when con 

sidered in conjunction with the accompany 
ing drawings, it will at once be apparent 
that I have provided a highly novel and 
simple, and useful form of comb that is well 
adapted for anticipating all of the objects 
and purposes hereinbefore set forth. 
Minor changes may be made without de 

parting from the spirit and scope of the ap 
pended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is:- 

1. A device of the class described compris 
ing a case formed from a single blank of 
sheet metal material and bent over upon 
itself to provide spaced walls, a pocket comb 
adapted to be disposed between said walls 
of the case, said spaced walls being provided 
with registering arcuate shaped slots at the 
opposite ends of the case, the lower ends of the slots being disposed substantially paral 
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lel to the horizontal edges of the case, and 
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transversely extending pins loosely operable 
in each pair of registering arcuate shaped 
slots, said pins being adapted to engage the 
upper edge or back of the comb when dis 
posed in the lowermost ends of the arcuate 
shaped slots for holding the casing in its 
raised position whereby the case forms a 
handle for the comb, said case being adapt 
ed to be moved downwardly to conceal the 
comb when the transversely extending pins 
are manually moved upwardly in the respec 
tive slots. 

2. A device of the class described compris 
ing a case formed from a single blank of 
sheet metal material which is folded back 
upon itself to provide spaced walls, a plu 
rality of teeth formed on the lower edge of 
one of the walls and being disposed later 
ally between the teeth of the comb in order 
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that the same will be cleaned when the case 0. 
is moved downwardly over the comb, the 
spaced walls of the case having registering 
arcuate shaped slotsformed at the opposite end portions thereof, the lower portions of 
said slots being disposed substantially par 
allel with the horizontal edges of the case, 
and a transversely extending pin loosely ar 
ranged within each pair of arcuate shaped 
slots, said pins being adapted to rest on the 
upper edge or back of the comb when dis 
posed in the lowermost ends of the arcuate 
shaped slots for preventing the downward 
sliding movement of the case Qver the comb, 
said comb being adapted to be disposed 
within the case when said pins are manually 
moved upwardly in the slots. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

HYMEN A. SOOTIN. 
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