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This invention relates to new and useful in 
provements in a combined folding table and car 
rying case, the invention having for:its principal 
object the provision of an improved device of 
this character having two complemental sections 
which are thinged together, and "which, when in 
closed position, form a convenient carrying case 
forgarticles-of-food, bathing suits, and other para 
phernalia, and which may readily be opered to 
provide a table for beach use, or any other ide sired purpose. 
In many portable picnic tables of this general 

character, suitable folding leg structures are 
adapted to be swung inwardly to the interior of 
the case, and the two complemental sections 
folded together to form the portable carrying 
case. In all of the devices of the prior art, how 
ever, the Outer Surfaces of the folded case form 
the upper Wall of the table when in open posi 
tion, and accordingly the folding legs, when in 
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20 folded position, are positioned within the interior 
of the case along with the contents which are to 
be carried. In accordance with the present in 
vention, however, the surfaces which form the 
upper Surface of the table when in open position 
form the meeting surfaces when the two comple 
mental sections of the table are closed, and ac 
cordingly such upper surfaces of the table, when 
in open position, are not subjected to wear, or 
exposure to dirt and other contamination, when 
the table is closed and in carrying position. 

Following this novel arrangement, the outer 
surfaces of the case, when in folded position, are 
formed with suitable recesses to receive the fold 
ing legs, and accordingly the leg sections are 
Separated from the interior of the case and from 
the food or other articles carried within the case. 
The picnic or beach table of the present inven 
tion can be readily set up for use, and can, with 
equal facility, be folded to enable it to be carried 
from place to place. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the folding table 

of the present invention when in folded position ready for carrying. 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the table in partly 

unfolded position, the view also showing certain 
details of the interior of the case. 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the table in set-up position. 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the lower surface 

of the table in partly set-up position. 
Fig. 5 is a broken section taken on line 5-5 of Fig. 3. 
Fig. 6 is a broken section taken on line 6-6 of Fig. 3. 
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2. . 
Referring now more particularly to the gdraw 

ing, it will be noted that the folding stable of 
the present invention comprisestWO complemen 
tal. Sections : 0 and df which may, if (desired, be 
of substantially identical construction. Hinge 
elements: t2, along the upper edges of the icon. 
plemental sections, when in open position, join 
the two sections together. The upper Surfaces 
if A of the complementalisections are thus in face 
to-face engagement when the Case:is closed, and 
the Iower; Surfaces if 5 form the: Outer Walls of the 
closed case. Such upper surfaces is are sub 
stantially flat, and accordingly when the case is 
in folded position, form a substantially dust 
proof seal between such upper Surfaces. Thus, 
the lower surfaces 5 of the sections, when the 
case is in closed position, form the Outer Walls 
of the case. 
The several sections may be formed from any 

Suitable material, such as plywood, sheet plastic, 
or other suitable material. Each section is 
formed along one edge thereof with a recess 8 
which receives leg 19, and another recess 20 which 
receives leg 2. The precise cross-sectional con 
tour of legs 9 and 2 is a matter of choice, and 
in the drawing these legs are shown as being 
rectangular in such cross-sectional contour. They 
may, of course, be square, round, or otherwise 
shaped. By forming these legs either rectangu 
lar or square, however, the recesses 8 and 20 
may be similarly shaped, so that when the legs 
are in folded position, they substantially com 
pletely fill the recesses. Pivot members 22 pass 
through openings formed adjacent to the upper 
terminals of the legs, and the legs may be main 
tained in open position by means of the usual 
brace structures 23, each formed of two links 
which are. centrally pivoted at 24, and are piv 
oted at their opposite ends to the leg, as shown 
at 25, and to the table, as shown at 26. The up 
per ends of the legs are preferably rounded, as ShoWn at 27. 
The precise length of legs 9 and 2 is a mat 

ter of choice, and when the case is designed 
primarily for beach use, these legs may be rela 
tively short, although if it is desired to provide 
a table which must be of sufficient height to 
permit the users to sit in chairs, these legs may 
be lengthened appropriately. It is preferred, 
however, to form legs 2 of a length slightly less 
than the width of each section f O and , and 
accordingly if a relatively long leg is desired, it 
is preferred to form an extensible leg structure of any suitable type. 
Referring now more particularly to Figs. 2 and 

3, it will be noted that portion 27 on the upper 
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wall of the sections forms the upper wall of the invention may be made without departing from 
housing for legs 9, and that portions 28 form the principles thereof. 
the housings for legs 2. This leaves the balance What I claim is: 
of the structure for the reception of articles 
within each compartment 29. It will be appar 
ent that the internal walls separate the legs when 
in folded position from such compartments 29. 
By forming leg 9 of the length shown, there 
may be further provided a smaller compartment 
3 which may be used for the reception of smaller 
articles like tableWare, which compartment is 
normally closed by means of a hinged closure 
plate 32. Compartment 29 in each section may 
be closed by means of closuremember 35 which 
may be formed with a flange 36 received within 

: a slot 37. Suitable locking members 40 may 
serve to retain the two sections in face-to-face 
engagement for carrying, and a handle 4 be 

i provided On one or both of the sections. 
in open position, the upper surfaces of the sec 
tions are maintained in a horizontal position by 
means of latch 42. 
While one form or embodiment of the inven 
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A combined carrying case and table compris 
ing two complemental, rectangular sections of 
the same general size and shape, the length of 
each section being substantially two times its 
Width, hinge means along the adjacent upper 
marginal edges of the sections to permit the sec 
tions to be folded upwardly, causing their upper 
surfaces to meet in face-to-face engagement for 
carrying, means for maintaining the case in open 
and in closed relation, a carrying handle asso 
ciated with the case, the lower wall of each sec 
tion having two elongated recesses therein of 
lesser length than the Width of such section, and 
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tion has been shown and described herein for . . 
illustrative purposes, and the construction and 
arrangement incidental to a specific application 
thereof have been disclosed and discussed in de 
tail, it is to be understood that the invention is 
limited neither to the mere details or relative arrangement of parts, nor to its specific embodi 
Tment shown herein, but that extensive deviations 
from the illustrated form or embodiment of the 
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a hinged leg of slightly lesser length than the 
length of the recess, mounted within each recess, 
one of such recesses extending from an outer 
corner portion laterally of the section, and the 
other of such recesses extending from the other 
Outer corner portion longitudinally of the Sec 
tion, the upper wall of the section being provided 
With a narrow compartment extending from ad 
jacent the inner end of the latter recess substan 
tially the balance of the longitudinal edge of the 
section, the remaining area of the section pro 
viding a Second compartment, and slidable clo 
Sure members. On the upper Wall of each section 
for closing such compartments. 

JOHN MILKOFF. 


