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My invention relates to golf clubs, and has
for its object the providing of novel means
whereby the golf club may be taken apart
for convenience in carrying the same, and
whereby a single handle may be arranged to
serve for a number of heads, and whereby
handles of different lengths may be pro-
vided for a given head shaft.

It is the object of my invention to provide
the club with a joint mid-length of the club,
which when connected will secure the two
sections firmly together. without destroying
the resiliency of the head end of the club.

A further cbject of my invention is te
provide “a - tubular shaft for a club with
fixed collars and plugs to form the connec-
tion between sections of the shaft.

One of the important features of a golf
club is that there be sufficient whipping ac-
tion at the head. In my improved club I
form the joint in such manner as to allow a
whipping action at the head of the club, but
cause the vibration to be absorbed at the
joint to prevent the vibration being con-
veyed to the handle, and thereby insuring
greater accuracy in wielding the club.

The invention will be further readily un-
derstood from. the following description and
claims, and from the drawings, in which
latter:

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of my improved
club of standard length.

Fig. 2 is a similar view of the same show-
ing a short handle section; and

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section taken on
the line 2—2 of Tig. 1, partly broken away,
showing the joint.

I have shown my invention applied to a
club having a tubular steel shaft 21 provided
with a head 22 and a handle 23. The shaft
is divided at 24, forming an upper handle
section 25 and a lower head section 26. The
handle section 25 is provided with a plug 27
which is rigidly secured therein, as by braz-
ing. The plug 27 has an extension 28 pro-
vided with a threaded portion 29 at the body
of the plug and a tapered outer end 30.

The head section of the shaft 26 has a
plug 31 fixed in its upper end as by being
brazed therein. This plug has a bore the
outer portion of which is threaded as at 32
and the inner portion of which is tapered,
as at 83. The threaded portions 29 and 32
and the tapered portions 30 and 33, are re-
spectively complemental to each other.

The extension 28 is received in the bore,

the threads 29, 82 drawing the tapered shank
30 with a wedging fit into the tapered bove
33, firmly securing the two sections to-
gether. This joint being of substantially
great length and of slight taper and other-
wise of novel construction, permits a slight
creeping between the complemental walls of
the tapered shank and tapered bore, the
creeping being in opposite directions at op-
posite sideés of said shank, for absorbing
the whipping action of the head to prevent
detrimental vibration at the handle at the
impact between the head and the golf ball,
but insuring sufficient rigidity between the
sections of the tubular shaft of the club to
insure accuracy and fistance in the driving
of the ball. _
To make the joint more secure I fix, as
by brazing, a collar 34 to the tubular section
25, and a collar 85 to the tubular section 26.
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A sleeve 36 having an inwardly extending -

flange 387, forming a shoulder, is received
over the collar 85 and has threaded c¢onnec-
tion 38 with the collar 34, for further draw-
ing the two sections together. A knurled
nut 39 is provided with an inwardly extend-
ing flange 40, forming a shoulder, which co-
acts with the outer end of the collar 84, and
has threaded connection 41 with the sleeve
36 and aids in drawing the collars toward
one another, and locks the threaded parts
together. The sleeve 86 is also knurled to
permit easy turning of the same.

The tubular sections 25, 26, are preferably
slightly spaced apart endwise by an annular
space 42, when said sections are connected,
which aids in absorbing the whipping of
the head section of the club. This space is
located between the shoulders 43, 44, sur-
rounding the extension 28, at the respective
proximate ends of the handle section and
head section,

The sections, of the club are easily sepa-
rated for knock-down relation of the club,
and are easily reconnected for use. A single
handle section may serve a number of head
sections, and handle sections of different
lengths may be connected with a single head
section. Thus a shorter handle section, ex-
emplified at 45, may be connected with a
head ' gection, which is admirable, for in-
stance, when putting.

The sections of my improved club may be
readily disconnected for being conveniently
received in a usual suit case or Gladstone
bag, or for other convenient packing, mak-
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ing the carrying of a usual golf bag unneces-
sary when traveling,

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is:

1. A golf club comprising a handle sec-
tion and a head section, means at the prox-
imate ends of said sections securing said sec-
tions together comprising a threaded and
tapered shank extending from one of said
sections and received in a threaded and ta-
pered bore in the other of said - sections
forming a wedge connection between said sec-
tions, a space between said two sections about
said shank, and a sleeve received over the
adjacent ends of said sections for closing

- said space between said sections and locking
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the sections together.

2. A golf club comprising a handle sec-
tion and a head section, one of gaid sections
provided with a threaded and tapered bore,
the other section provided with a threaded
and tapered shank; said sections provided
with shoulders about said shank, the walls
of said sharnk and bore forming a wedge
connection with a spaced apart relation be-
tween said shoulders, collars on said sections
at their adjacent ends, a sleeve received over
one collar and threaded to the other collar

30 for closing said space and locking said sec-

tions together, and a nut received about the
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threaded end of said sleeve for locking said
sleeve to said collars.

3. A golf club comprising a tubular han-
dle section and a tubular head sectiom, con-
necting means between the tubes of said
sections comprising a plug fixed in one of
said tubes and having a shank extending
therefrom which has a threaded portion ad-
jacent to the body of said plug and an end
tapered portion, the other of said tubes pro-
vided with a plug fized therein and having
an outer threaded bore and an inner tapered
bore complemental to said threaded portion
and said tapered portion of said first named
plug for forming a threaded and tapered
wedge connection between said tubes, col-
lars fixed to said respective tubes, a sleeve
received over said collars and provided with
ai inwardly extending flange at one of its
ends coacting with one of said collars and
having threaded connection at the other of
its ends with the other of said collars, and
a nut provided with an inwardly extending
shoulder coacting with said other coilar and
having threaded connection with the thread-
ed end of said sleeve, for drawing said col-
lars toward one another and locking said
sleeve in place.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto

signed my name,
CHARLES RIGBY.
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