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(54) Radio communications detection apparatus and method

(57)  An apparatus and method is disclosed for de-
tecting traffic violations involving use of mobile tele-
phones and other communications apparatus in a mov-
ing vehicle 20. Directional antennae 14 are aimed at a
vehicle 20 and radio emissions from the vehicle 20 are
analysed to see if their type corresponds to a targeted
type of radio communications activity. If there is corre-
spondence, a camera 24 is triggered to provide an im-
age of the vehicle 20 with appended details of commu-

nications type and time. The image can then be exam-
ined to determine if the vehicle driver was, in fact, the
individual using mobile communications. Dual criteria of
signal strength and communications type are used be-
fore the camera 24 is triggered. The image is commu-
nicable to another place for action, analysis or bureau-
cratic processing. Automatic gain control features en-
sure wide range signal strength handling capacity. A
portable version is also disclosed.
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