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UNITED STATES 

1946,137 

PATENT OFFICE 
1946,137 

COMBINED BEACE BENCH, LOCKER, AND 
SUNSEADE 

Cast A. Frost, Chicago, Ill., assignor of one-half 
to Frailkin P. Smith, Chicago, EII. 

Agogication February 3, 1933. Seria. No. 654,989 
8 Claims. 

This invention relates to a combined beach 
bench, locker and Sunshade and its principal ob 
ject is to provide an article of furniture for use 
at beaches and in which is comprised a bench 
that provides a locker, the cover of which serves 
as the seat of the bench and the bottom and sides 
of which are extended upward behind and above 
the Seat in gracefully curved lines simulating a 
Sea. Shell to provide a, Sunshade for persons using 
the Seat. The invention further consists in an 
articie of furniture as above described, which 
is readily collapsible for Storage or transporta 
tion and which can be quickly extended into con 
dition for use by unskilled persons. The inven 
tion further consists in the Several novel features 
Of Construction, arrangement and combination of 
parts hereinafter fully set forth and claimed. 
The invention is clearly illustrated in the draw 

ingS accompanying this Specification in Which. 
Fig. 1 is a perspective View of a combined beach 

bench, locker and sunshade embodying a simple 
form of the present invention and showing the 
covering material partly broken away to illus 
trate parts that Other Wise Would be hidden from 
View; 

Fig. 2 is a detail vertical cross section taken 
on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the device showing 
the right hand portion thereof extended for use 
and the left hand portion Stripped of the cover 
ing material and collapsed for the purpose of 
Storage or transportation; 

Fig. 4 is a fragmental front elevation of cer 
tain frame inenbers of the base; 

Fig. 5 is a side elevation of the device partly 
broken Out: 

Fig. 6 is a plan of the Supporting plate for the 
ribs of the Sunshade; 

Fig. 7 is a detail Section taken on the line 7-7 
of Fig. 6; 

Fig. 8 is an enlarged fragmental end elevation 
partly broken out of certain frame members of 
the base; 

Fig. 9 is a fragmental front elevation of cer 
tain frame members of the base showing a slight 
modification thereof; 

Fig. 10 is a fragmental front elevation of an 
other modified form of frame; 

Fig. 11 is an end elevation thereof; 
Fig. 12 is a fragmental plan thereof; 
Fig. 13 is a detail front elevation of the locking 

means employed in this modified form, and 
Fig. 14 is a fragmentai plan of a modified form 

of the base plate for the ribs. 
Referring to Said drawings and first to Figs. 

(Ch. 55-1) 

1 to 8 inclusive, which illustrate a simple embodi 
inent of the invention, the reference characters 
10, 11 designate front and rear horizontal frame 
bar'S which extend lengthwise of the structure 
and are connected by an upright centrally lo- 60 
cated cross frame member 12, the lower ends of 
which are welded or otherwise rigidly secured to 
the frane bars 10, 11. 

Pivotally connected to the ends of the frame 
bars 10, 11 as by rivets 10x or the like are end 65 
frame members 13. The front and rear frame 
bai'S 10, 11 and end frame members 13 provide 
a rectangular base Which when extended is adapt 
ed to rest upon the Sand and to support the de 
vice in its extended position. The pivotal con- 70 
nections between the end frame members 13 and 
the fraine bars 10, 11, enable the end frame 
members to be Swung up to collapse the device. 
To the front corners of the end frame members 
13 are pivotally connected links or bars 15 and 75. 
to the upper ends of said links 15 are pivotally 
connected upright frame bars 16 which connect 
With diagonai brace bars 17 that extend to the 
frame bal's 10 and are pivotally connected there 
to. Horizontal and diagonal brace bars 24, 25 80. 
connect with the oblique bars 17 and provide 
triangular shaped braces therefor. Desirably the 
lower ends of the oblique bars 17 and diagonal 
bars 25 of each set are Welded to the horizontal 
bar 24 and the upper ends of the oblique bar and 85 
diagonal bar are welded together to form the 
triangular shaped brace. The horizontal bars 24 
turn in the front and real frame bars 10, 11. 
Oblique brace bars 18 pivotally connect the joint 
between the bars 15 and 16 with the frame bar 90 
0. The upright frame bai's 16 provide Supports 

for the seat as Will be hereinafter explained. 
The oblique bars 17 are extended beyond the 

upright frame bars 16, and said extensions 17a. 
comprise the end ribs of the sunshade 19, the 95 
interimediate ribs 20 of which extend from a base 
plate 21, in upwardly and rearwardly inclined 
directions, spreading and curving forward as 
they progress in an upward direction, finally con 
Verging slightly at their extreme forward ends 00 
and terminating in a plane somewhat in front 
of the seat. Canvas or like material a connects 
the ribs and forms the Sunshade, which as shown 
takes the form of a sea, shell. The base plate 21 
is rigidly secured to the frame bar 10. 
Welded or otherwise rigidly secured to the up 

right cross frame 12, are short horizontal bars 
23 to which the seat is pivotally connected. The 
seat is preferably composed of tWO companion 
sections disposed approximately in the same hori- 110 
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2 1,946,187 
ZOntal plane as the croSS bar of the cross frame 
2. 
Each seat section comprises a frame composed 

of a horizontal transversely extending rod 26 
which turns in apertures formed in the short 
bars 23, a rod 27 Secured to and extending at right 
angles to the rod 26 and forming the front edge 
of the seat section and a cuived rod 28 secured 
to and connecting the rods. 26, 27 and a seat 29 
formed Of canvas, metal or the like is fastened 
upon the rods, 26, 27, 28 and provides the Seat 
proper. Each rod 27 is provided at its free end 
With an ear 30 having a hole that is adapted to 
register with a hole in the upper end of the up 
right frame bar 16 to receive a bolt or a loop 
of a padlock 31 for Securing the seat to the up 
right frame bar 16, whereby to hold the struc 
ture in extended position and also to lock the 
Seat in place. The curved rods. 28 conform to 
the curved shape of the Sunshade 19 and bear 
against the Sane When the Seat Sections are 
lowered. 

It will be understood that the canvas or other 
covering a, for the sunshade extends underneath 
the seat practically to the front of the base and 
forms the bottom, sides, and ends of a compart 
ment Which conveniently may conpirise a locker 
for receiving Wearing apparel and other articles 
which it is desirable to store. The front of the 
locker may be formed by extending the canvas d, 
upWard from the bars it along the front of the 
base and fastening the horizontal upper edges of 
the canvas to Wire or chainlike connections 32 
that extend between the short bars 23, and the 
oblique bars 17. The entire front of the base 
frame may of course be COVered. With CanWaS or 
the like to add to the attractiveness of the de 
WCe. 

Desirably anchors 33 in the form of pins or 
rods pivotally connected to the end frane men 
bers 13 and to the rear frame bar 11 are provided 
for anchoring the structure in place in the Salind. 
To increase the tension upon the ribs 20 of the 
sunshade, their lower ends may extend through 
posts 34 having Swiveled connections with the 
plate 21 and provided with set Screws 35 in 
pinging upon the ribs 20. The ribs 20 are ad 
justed in the posts 34 to properly distend the 
Sunshade and then locked in place With the Set 
ScreWS 35. 
- To collapse, the structure, the bolts or locks 
31 are detached from the bars 27, 16, Waereupon 
the seat portions may be SWuling upward. The 
oblique bars 17 are then Swung toward each other, 
thereby swinging up the end frame members 13 
into the position seen at the left in Fig. 3 and 
at the same time collapsing the Sunshade upon 
itself. In this collapsed condition the structure 
may be readily carried about or ninay be stored 
away when not in use. 
In the modified form Seein in Fig. 9, the bar Or 

link 152 is made rigid with the remainder of the 
end frame 13, and the upright frane inember 
16a is pivotally connected to the upper end of 
the bar 153. The oblique bar 17, is pivotally con 
nected to the front frame bar 10, and to the up 
right frame bar 168 as in the preferred form. 
In the modified fornia Shown in FigS. 10 to 13 

inclusive, each end frame 13b is formed with 
ornamental upstanding COriher pieces 15, 15°, and 
the upstanding fraine member 1.6b is pivoted at 
its lower end to the corner piece 15b. A diagonal 
brace 16c extends from the Upper end of the 
upright frame member 16 to the rear corner 
piece 150 and is pivotally connected thereto. A 

bracket 16d is pivotally connected to the upper 
end of the upright frame member 16 and the 
diagonal brace rod 1.7b is Weded or otherwise 
rigidly connected to the bracket 16d. The end 
frage is pivotally connected to the front and 
rear frame bars of the middle frame, and the 
brace rod 17b is pivotally connected to the front 
frame bar as in the preferred form. Each seat 
Section 27b is pivotally connected to the upper 
ends of the upright frame bars 125 and its free 
end rests upon the bracket 16, the latter being 
formed with an angle shaped part 16e to receive 
the seat section. For locking the seat section to 
the bracket 16a, a latch 27 is pivoted on the seat 
and enters a hole in the part i6e of the bracket 
and has a hole near its end in which a pin or 
lock may engage. 
When SWung up into folded position the pivotal 

connection between the corner piece 15 and the 
frame bar 16b inoves past a line between the 
pivotal connection of the end frare 13b with the 
inain frane, and the pivotal connection of the 
frame bar 16b with the bracket i6d thereby lock 
ing the parts in folded position. 
In the aodified form of base plate shown in 

Fig. 4, it is made of two companion sections 218, 
having upstanding failges 21 to which the ribs 
20 may be attached as for instance by providing 
loops on the lowes' ends of the ribs which extend 
through holes in the flanges. 
removably secured to the frane bar 10 by bolts 
210 or otherwise as desired. Registering holes. 21d 
in the base plate Sections and fraine bar provides 
means whereby One inay, by inserting a rod 
through the two holes, force the base plate Sec 
tion into place on the frame bar. 
While the article above described has been 

designated as a combined beach bench, locker 
and Sunshade, for use at beaches, it is, of course, 
to be understood that its use is not limited to 

The base plate is 

80 

85 

C O 

9 s 

beaches, but that it may be used at Swimming 
pools, hotels, gardeins and in fact at any place 
where such an article is desirable. The exact 
shape and size is not material and is capable of 
considerable Variation. 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patet: 

1. A unitary beach structure in which is com 
prised a foldable bench frame, having a seat 
thereon, bowed ribs pivotally connected to Said : 
bench frame below the seat and extending back 
wards and upwards behind the Seat and thence 
over the same, a covering connecting the ribs and 
forming therewith a collapsible Sunshade, and 
connections between the bench frame and Sun 
shade for holding the atter in distended posi 
tion. 

2. A unitary beach structure comprising a base 
frame composed of a middle Section, having an 
upright cross frame Secured thereto, and up 
Wardly foldable end Sections pivotally connected 
to the middle Section, upwardly foldable seat Sec 
tions pivotally nounted on the cross frame, 
diverging ribs SWinga by Secured to the front part, 
of the middle Section of the base frame and ex 
tending backward and upward behind the seat 
Sections and thence over the Sane, a covering 
Secured to and connecting Said ribs and forning 
thereWith a Sunshade, and upright end frame bars 
rising from the end Sections, the endnost SWing 
able ribs being detachabiy connected to said up 
right end frame bars, whereby the Sunshade is 
held iii distended condition, the Sinshade, Seat 
Sections and end Sections being capable of being 
folded together. 
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3. A unitary beach bench, locker and Sunshade 

COInprising a base frame composed of a middle 
Section having an upright cross frame secured 
thereto, and upwardly foldable end sections 
pivotally connected to the middle section, up 
Wardly foldable Seat Sections pivotally mounted 
On the croSS fraine, bowed ribs Swingably Secured 
to the front part of the middle Section of the 
base frame and extending back underneatin the 
Seat Sections, thence upward and over the Sane, 
a COVering Secured to and connecting Sad ribs 
to provide a, botton Wall for the locker, and a Sun 
shade above the seat Section, a front wall for said 
locker and means distending the Sunshade, 
pivotally connected to the base frame, said means 
and thereWith the ribs and covering being ca 
pable of being folded together. 

4. A unitary beach Structure in which is coin 
prised a foldable base frame, having a middle 
frame member and end frame members pivotally 
COnnected thereto, and an upright CrOSS frame 
Secured to the middle frame inenber, SWingable 
Upright frame bars pivotally connected at the 
ends of the end frame members, Swingable oblique 
frame bars pivotally connected to the middle 
frame member and pivotally connected with the 
upright franine bars, Seat frames, pivotally mount 
ed upon Said CrOSS frame and connectible With 
Said upright frane bars, ribs Sounted on Said 
base frame and extending backwards from Said 
base frane and then upwards and forwards above 
the Seat frames, and covering material connecting 
Said ribs With Said oblique fraine bars to provide 
a Sun Shade. 

5. A unitary beach Structure in which is con 
prised a rectangular base frame, an upright cross 
frame rising therefron, upright frame bars at the 
front corners of the base frame, oblique frame 
bars connecting said base frame with the upright 
frame bars, said oblique frame bars being ex 
tended to provide end ribs of a Sunshade, other 
ribs mounted on Said base frame, covering Ina 
terial connecting all of Said ribs to for in a Sun 
Shade, and Seat Sections SWingably lounted on 
Said cross frame, and having locking connections 
with Said upright frame members. 

6. A unitary beach Structure in Which is conn 
bined a jointed base frane, an upright CrOSS 
frame, upright end frame bars Swingably con 
nected to Said base frame, obligue frane bar'S 
connecting Said base frane With Said. Upright end 
frame bars, ribs mounted on Said base fraine, 
covering material connecting Said ribs, flexible 
connections between Said upright CrOSS frame, and 
the oblique frame bars, covering laterial COn 
necting said flexible connections and oblique 
frame bars, and Seat Sections SWingably mounted 
On Said upright croSS fraine and having locking 
connections With Said upright end fraine barS. 

7. A unitary beach Structure, in Which is coin 
prised a jointed base fraine, having a middle Sec 
tion and end frarine members pivotally connected 
thereto, and an upright cross frame Secured to 
the middle Section, upright end frame bars ex 
tending up from the front corners of the end 
frame members, oblique farne bars connecting 
the middle Section of the base frane With Said 
upright end frame bars, horizontal and diagonal 
brace bars rigidly connected to Said oblique frane 
bars, and seat Sections pivotally connected to Said 
cross frame and having locking connections with 
said upright end frame barS. 

8. A unitary beach structure in which is corn 
prised a jointed rectangular base fraine, an up 
right cross frame Secured to and rising from said 

3 
base frame, upright end frame bars jointed to 
Said base frame at the front corners thereof, ob 
lique frame members Swingably connecting the 
upright end frame bars with the base frame, ribs 
mounted on Said base frame near the front thereof 
and diverging rearwardly. and Up Wardy and 
theince for Wardly, covering inlateral COInnecting 
Said ribs to provide a Sunshade, covering mate 
ria, along the front of the base fraine and ex 
tending between the oblique frame bars, and Seat 
Sections SWingably nounted upon said CrOSS frarine 
and having locking connections With Said up 
right end frame members. 

9. A unitary beach structure in which is con 
prised longitudiia frame bars, an upright CrOSS 
frame connecting said frane bars, end frame 
mernbers jointed to said frame bars, and provid 
ing theireWith a rectangular base frane, jointed 
upright end frame bars pivotally connected to said 
end frare members at the front corners thereof, 
triangular shaped braces pivotally connecting said 
longitudinal frane bar's With the jointed upright 
end frare bars, and Seat Sections SWingably con 
nected With said croSS frame and having locking 
connections. With Said upright end frane bars. 

10. In a unitary beach structure, a base frane, 
a Supporting plate Supported thereby, a plurality 
of bowed ribs forning the framework of a Sun 
Shade, and postS mounted On Said Supporting 
plate, in which Said ribs are adjustably Sup- 105 
ported. 

. A Unitary bench structure in which is con 
prised a jointed base frame comprising pivoted 
together middle and end frane innenbers, a croSS 
frame Secured to and rising from the middle 110 
frame members, an upright frame bar jointed to 
an end frame member at the front corner there 
of, a bracket at the top of said upiright frame bar, 
an oblique fraine bar jointed to the middle base 
frame member and connected to said bracket and 15 
a Seat Section pivotally connected to the cross 
fraine and adapted to rest upon said bracket. 

12. A unitary bench structure in which is com 
prised a jointed base frame comprising pivoted 
together middle and end frame members, a cross 
frame Secured to and rising from said middle 
frame members, an upright frame bar jointed to 
an end frame member at the front corner thereof, 
a, bracket jointed to the upright frame bar at the 
top thereof, an oblique frame bar jointed to one of 
the middle frame members, and rigidly connected 
With the bracket, and a Seat Section pivotally con 
nected to the cross frane and adapted to rest 
upon Said bracket. 

13. A unitary bench structure in which is com-130 
prised a jointed base frame comprising pivoted 
together middle and end frame members, a cross 
frane Secured to and rising from the middle frame 
neinbei'S, an upright frane bar jointed to an end 
frame member at the front corner thereof, a 35 
bracket at the top of Said upright frame bar, an 
Oblique frame bar jointed to the middle frame 
Inernber aind connected to said bracket and a seat 
Section pivotally connected to the cross frame and 
adapted to rest upon Said bracket, said seat Sec- 40 
tion having a latch arranged for locking connec 
tions With the bracket. 

i4. A unitary bench Structure in which is com 
prised a jointed rectangular base frame com 
prising pivoted together middle and end frame 
Inenbers, an upright croSS frame connecting the 
middle frame members, seat Supporting upright 
frame bars jointed to the end frame members 
at the front corners thereof, seats pivotally 
mounted. On the CrOSS frame With their free ends i50 
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4. 
arranged to be connected to and Supported by 
the upright frame bars, and diagonal brace bars 
extending from the tops of the upright frame 
bars to the rear corners of the end frane men 
bers and jointed thereto. 

15. A unitary beach structure in which is COin 
prised a jointed base frame comprising pivoted 
together middle and end frame members, an 
upright cross frame secured to and rising from 
the middle frame member, upright end frame 
bars, one jointed to each end frame member 
at the front corner thereof, oblique brace bars, 
pivotally connected to the middle frame member, 
One extending to the upper end of each upright 
end frame bar and being connected thereto, and 
Seat Sections pivotally mounted on Said CrOSS 
frame, Said upright end frame bars forming Sup 
ports for the free ends of the seats. 

6. A unitary beach structure in Which is con 
prised middle base frame members having an 
upright cross frame secured thereto, end frame 
members pivotally connected to Said middle 
frame members and forming thereWith a rec 
tangular foldable base frame, upright end frane 
bars pivotally connected to the end frame men 
bers, oblique brace bars pivotally connected to 
the middle frame members and to the upper 
ends of the upright end frame bars, said end 
frame members and thereWith the upright end 
frame bars and oblique brace rods capable of 
being folded up toward the cross frame, and 
Seats pivotally mounted on the cross frame and 
adapted to rest upon Said upright end frame bars. 

17. A unitary beach structure in which is com 

1,946,187 
prised middle base frame members having an 
upright cross frame secured thereto, end frame 
members pivotally connected to said middle 
frame members and forming thereWith a rec 
tangular foldable base frame, upright end frame 
bars jointed to the end frame members, oblique 
brace rods pivotally connected to the middle 
fraine members and to the upper ends of the 
upright end frame bars, Said end frame members 
and therewith the upright end frane bars and 
oblique brace rods capable of being folded up 
toward the cross frame Seat Sections, and means 
whereby to lock the seat sections to said upright 
end fraine bars. 

18. A unitary beach structure comprising a 
foldable rectangular base frame, having an up 
right cross frane Secured thereto midway be 
tween its ends, seat sections disposed on oppo 
Site sides of the upright cross frame and pivot 
ally mounted thereon, said seat Sections having 
Straight front edges and curved rear edges that 
meet the front edges, upright end frame bars 
Connected to the ends of the base frame and 
forning Supports for the Seat Sections, bowed 
ribS Secured to the front member of the base 
frame and extending upward behind the curved 
rear edge of the Seat, SWingable oblique bars 
pivotally Secured to the base frame and extend 
ing obliquely past the upper ends of the upright 
end bars to provide other ribs and fabric cover 
ing Secured to and connecting said ribs and 
forming a Sunshade, and Said Swingable oblique 
bar'S Serving to distend Said Sunshade. 
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