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(57) ABSTRACT 

The present invention increases output throughput and 
enhances user-friendliness by Subjecting image data to mag 
nification processing by an optimal image processing means, 
with an optimal magnification ratio, in accordance with a 
service provided to a user. When a service provided to the user 
is selected and a magnification ratio is set, a CPU of a MFP 
determines the distribution of respective magnification ratios 
of a first image data processor and a second image data 
processor. For instance, when the selected service is a 'ser 
vice relating to the output of image data the distribution of 
respective magnification ratios is determined so that magni 
fication processing with the set magnification ratio is carried 
out in the first image data processor. When the selected ser 
Vice is “a plurality of services relating to the output of image 
data”, and the set magnification ratios are all identical for 
each service, the distribution of respective magnification 
ratios is determined so that magnification processing with the 
respective magnification ratios is carried out in the first image 
data processor. When the set magnification ratios are different 
for each service, the distribution of respective magnification 
ratios is determined so that magnification processing with the 
respective magnification ratios is carried out in the second 

G06F 5/00 (2006.01) image data processor. 
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IMAGE PROCESSINGAPPARATUS, 
MAGNIFICATION RATO DISTRIBUTION 
DETERMINATION METHOD, PROGRAM, 

AND RECORDING MEDUM 

PRIORITY STATEMENT 

0001. This application claims benefit of priority under 35 
U.S.C. S 119 from Japanese Patent Application No. 2006 
315906 filed on Nov. 22, 2006, in the Japanese Patent Office, 
the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference in 
its entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 1. Field of the Invention 
0003. The present invention relates to an image processing 
apparatus Such as an image forming apparatus (digital multi 
function machine, digital copier, fax machine, printer or the 
like), an image reading device (Scanner or the like), or a 
personal computer (hereinafter, PC for short), to a magnifi 
cation ratio distribution determination method in the image 
processing apparatus, to a program executed in a computer 
(CPU) controlling the image processing apparatus, and to a 
computer-readable recording medium in which the program 
is recorded. 
0004 2. Description of the Related Art 
0005. In recent years there have been proposed image 
processing apparatuses, for instance as disclosed in Japanese 
Unexamined Patent Application Laid-open No. 2005 
269379, in which magnification ratio (resolution) can be set, 
through operation of an operative unit by a user, during trans 
mission of image data stored in a memory device to an exter 
nal device such as a PC or the like. 
0006. There have also been proposed image processing 
apparatuses, for instance as disclosed in Japanese Unexam 
ined Patent Application Laid-open No. 2006-67018, in 
which, with a view to preventing miscopy and/or enhancing 
user-friendliness, a size to be printed is preset in accordance 
with the size of a document, so that a document image is 
printed Scaled to a printing size that is set based on the size of 
the document actually read, and in which, through a simple 
operation of document insertion by the user, the read image 
data is aggregated and printed with a magnification ratio 
according to the printing size after magnification and accord 
ing to the size of the read-document. 
0007 Although the apparatus in Japanese Unexamined 
Patent Application Laid-open No. 2005-269379 comprises 
magnification processing means that can use magnification 
processing of image data stored in a memory device, magni 
fication ratio is not optimally determined therein taking into 
account output (printing or transmission) throughput (pro 
cessing speed) and reusability, for each service provided to a 
user, during storage of image data in the memory device. 
0008 Also, although the apparatus in Japanese Unexam 
ined Patent Application Laid-open No. 2006-67018 succeeds 
in enhancing user-friendliness by resorting to Some magnifi 
cation processing schemes, magnification ratio is not opti 
mally determined therein taking into account output through 
put and reusability, for each service provided to a user, during 
storage of image data in the memory device. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0009. In light of the above problems, it is an object of the 
present invention to increase output throughput and enhance 
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user-friendliness by Subjecting image data to magnification 
processing by optimal image processing means, with an opti 
mal magnification ratio, in accordance with a service pro 
vided to the user. 

0010. In accordance with an aspect of the present inven 
tion, an image processing apparatus comprises a first image 
processing device for carrying out image processing on image 
data from an image reading device for reading an image of a 
document; an image storage device for storing image data 
from the image reading device or the first image processing 
device; a second image processing device for carrying out 
image processing on image data from the image storage 
device; an image output device for outputting image data 
from the first image processing device, the image storage 
device or the second image processing device; a magnifica 
tion processing device provided in the first image processing 
device and the second image processing device, for Subject 
ing respective image data to magnification processing; a ser 
Vice selection device for selecting a service provided to a 
user, a magnification ratio setting device for setting a magni 
fication ratio for image data; and a magnification ratio distri 
bution determining device for, when a service is selected by 
the service selection means and a magnification ratio is set by 
the magnification ratio setting device, determining a distribu 
tion of respective magnification ratios of the first image pro 
cessing device and the second image processing device in 
accordance with the selected service. 

0011. In accordance with another aspect of the present 
invention, in a magnification ratio distribution determination 
method in an image processing apparatus having a first image 
processing device for carrying out image processing on image 
data from an image reading device for reading an image of a 
document, an image storage device for storing image data 
from the image reading device or the first image processing 
device, a second image processing device for carrying out 
image processing on image data from the image storage 
device, and an image output device for outputting image data 
from the first image processing device, the image storage 
device or the second image processing device, when a service 
provided to a user is selected and a magnification ratio is set, 
a distribution of respective magnification ratios of the first 
image processing device and the second image processing 
device is determined in accordance with the selected service. 

0012. In accordance with another aspect of the present 
invention, a program for controlling an image processing 
apparatus having a first image processing device for carrying 
out image processing on image data from an image reading 
device for reading an image of a document, an image storage 
device for storing image data from the image reading device 
or the first image processing device, a second image process 
ing device for carrying out image processing on image data 
from the image storage device, and an image output device for 
outputting image data from the first image processing device, 
the image storage device or the second image processing 
device, the program comprises a service selection function 
for selecting a service provided to a user; a magnification ratio 
setting function for setting a magnification ratio for image 
data; and a magnification ratio distribution determining func 
tion for, when a service is selected by the service selection 
function and a magnification ratio is set by the magnification 
ratio setting function, determining a distribution of respective 
magnification ratios of the first image processing device and 
the second image processing device in accordance with the 
selected service. 
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0013. In accordance with another aspect of the present 
invention, a computer-readable recording medium is pro 
vided for storing a program. In an image processing apparatus 
having a first image processing device for carrying out image 
processing on image data from an image reading device for 
reading an image of a document, an image storage device for 
storing image data from the image reading device or the first 
image processing device, a second image processing device 
for carrying out image processing on image data from the said 
image storage device, and an image output device for output 
ting image data from the first image processing device, the 
image storage device or the second image processing device, 
the program causes a computer for controlling the image 
processing apparatus to execute a service selection function 
for selecting a service provided to a user; a magnification ratio 
setting function for setting a magnification ratio for image 
data; and a magnification ratio distribution determining func 
tion for, when a service is selected by the service selection 
function and a magnification ratio is set by the magnification 
ratio setting function, determining a distribution of respective 
magnification ratios of the first image processing device and 
the second image processing device in accordance with the 
selected service. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0014. The above and other objects, features and advan 
tages of the present invention will become more apparent 
from the following detailed description taken with the accom 
panying drawings in which: 
0015 FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a hardware 
configuration example of an image forming apparatus of the 
present invention; 
0016 FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a schematic 
constitution example of a first image data processor of the 
image forming apparatus; 
0017 FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a schematic 
constitution example of a second image data processor of the 
image forming apparatus; and 
0018 FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of an operation in the image 
forming apparatus according to the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

0019. The present invention is explained in detail next 
with reference to accompanying drawings. The present inven 
tion will be illustrated based on an example using herein, as 
the image processing apparatus, an image forming apparatus, 
in particular, a digital multifunction device (hereinafter 
“MFP) having a plurality of functions and which combines 
a copier, a scanner, a printer, a fax machine and the like. 
0020. A hardware configuration example of the relevant 
portion of the MFP of the present invention will be explained 
in detail first with reference to FIG.1. 
0021. The MFP 100 comprises, for instance, an image 
reading device (Scanner) 1, a first image data processor 2, a 
bus controller 3, a second image data processor 4, an HDD 
(hard disk device) 5, a CPU 6, a memory 7, a plotter interface 
device 8 (hereinafter “interface” is shortened to “I/F'), a 
plotter device 9, an operative display device 10, a line I/F 
device 11, an external I/F device 12, an SB 13, and a ROM 14. 
0022. The image reading device 1, which is image reading 
means, comprises an A/D converter, a line sensor comprising 
a CCD photoelectric conversion element, and a driving circuit 
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of the foregoing, by means of which the image reading device 
1 reads an image of a document and outputs image data. For 
instance, the image reading device 1 generates and outputs 
RGB 8-bit image data on the basis of density information of 
a document image obtained by Scanning a set document. In 
“RGB. R denotes red, G denotes green, and B denotes blue. 
In the below-described “CMYK', C denotes cyan, Mdenotes 
magenta, Y denotes yellow and K denotes black. 
0023 The image reading device 1 may be of a type in 
which a document is scanned by moving a carrier having 
mounted thereon a light source and/or a mirror, or of a type in 
which the document is scanned while being transported. In 
the former case, the direction along which the carrier is 
moved is called the sub-scanning direction, while in the latter 
case the Sub-Scanning direction refers to the transport direc 
tion of the document. The longitudinal direction of a line 
sensor perpendicular to the Sub-Scanning direction is called 
the main scanning direction. 
0024. In the present embodiment, the image reading 
device 1 can modify the magnification ratio of the read image 
in the Sub-Scanning direction by modifying the scanning 
speed in the Sub-Scanning direction. Hereinafter, image mag 
nification through changes in the magnification ratio in the 
Sub-Scanning direction will be called Sub-Scanning mechani 
cal magnification. 
0025. The first image data processor 2, which is first image 
processing means, comprises, for instance as illustrated in 
FIG. 2, a magnification processing unit 21, which is magni 
fication processing means, for carrying out magnification 
processing (resolution conversion) of image data from the 
image reading device 1; and other processing units 22, 23. By 
means of these processing units the MFP 100 (hereinafter 
“machine') can perform appropriate processing on the image 
data from the image reading device 1, in accordance with the 
type of a below-described service (function) that is provided 
to a user. The other processing units 22, 23 perform on the 
image data from the image reading device 1 image processing 
other than magnification processing, for instance y-process 
ing, filtering and color conversion. 
0026. The bus controller 3, which is a data bus controller 
for exchanging various data Such as image data required in the 
MFP 100, as well as control commands and the like, has a 
bridge function between plural kinds of bus standards. In the 
present embodiment, the bus controller 3 is made into an 
ASIC (application specific integrated circuit), and is con 
nected via a PCI-express bus to the first image data processor 
2, the second image data processor 4 and the CPU 6, and via 
an ATA bus to the HDD 5. 

0027. The second image data processor 4, which is second 
image processing means, comprises, for instance as illus 
trated in FIG. 3, a magnification processing unit 31, which is 
magnification processing means, for carrying out magnifica 
tion processing of image data; and other processing units 32. 
33, by means of these processing units, further appropriate 
processing is carried out on image data from the memory 7 
(image data appropriately processed by the first image data 
processor 2) to allow realizing a service instructed by a user 
operation (operation of the operative display device 10 or the 
PC 16). The other processing units 32, 33 perform, on the 
image data appropriately processed by the first image data 
processor 2, image processing other than magnification pro 
cessing, for instance filtering, color conversion (RGB to 
CMYK), and halftone processing. 
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0028. The HDD 5 is a mass storage device (memory 
device) for storing electronic data that is used also in a desk 
top PC. In the HDD there is stored mainly image data and 
information ancillary to image data in the MFP 100. In the 
present embodiment, there is used a hard disk having a stan 
dard ATA bus connection with enhanced IDE (integrated 
drive electronics). The HDD 5, together with the memory 7, 
functions as image storage means. Other mass storage 
devices, such as MO, CD-R, CD-RW, DVD+R, DVD+RW, 
DVD-R, DVD-RW, DVD-RAM or the like, may also be used 
instead of the HDD 5. 
0029. The CPU 6 is a microprocessor that governs all 
control in the MFP 100. In the present embodiment there is 
used an integrated microprocessor (integrated CPU), which 
has become widespread in recent years, and in which a single 
CPU core is supplemented with a +C. function. Herein there 
may be used, for instance, a CPU having integrated therein a 
connection function with a universal I/F, and/or a bus connec 
tion function using a cross-bar switch such RM11100 manu 
factured by PMC-Sierra, Inc. 
0030 The memory 7 is a volatile memory for temporarily 
storing data being exchanged, with a view to absorbing dif 
ferences in speed during bridging between various types of 
bus standards, absorbing differences in processing speeds 
among the connected components themselves, and for storing 
temporarily programs and/or intermediate processed data 
during control of the MFP 100 by the CPU 6. Since high 
speed processing is required of the CPU 6, during ordinary 
startup the system is started using a boot program stored in the 
ROM 14, and thereafter the process is carried out by a pro 
gram expanded in the high-speed accessible memory 7. In the 
present embodiment, there is used a standardized DIMM 
(duel inline memory module) used in PCs. The program 
expanded in the memory 7 is, for instance, an OS (operating 
system) and/or a below-described application software (here 
inafter “application' for short), stored in the ROM 14 or the 
HDD S. 
0031. The plotter I/F device 8, which is image output 
means, performs bus bridge processing for outputting image 
data to a dedicated I/F of the plotter device 9 upon receipt of 
CMYK image data sent via a universal I/F integrated in the 
CPU 6. The universal I/F employed in the present embodi 
ment is a PCI-Express bus. 
0032. Upon receiving CMYK image data, the plotter 
device 9 outputs the received image data on paper (transfer 
paper) as a visible image, using for instance an electrophoto 
graphic process that employs laser beams. 
0033. The SB 13, which is a chipset used in PCs, is a 
versatile electronic device called “southbridge'. The SB 13, 
which realizes bus bridge functions in a versatile circuit form, 
is widely used in the architecture of a CPU system that com 
prises mainly PCI-Express and an ISA bridge. In the present 
embodiment, the SB 13 functions as a bridge to the ROM 14. 
0034. The ROM 14 is a memory for storing programs 
(including a boot program) that are executed during control of 
the MFP 100 by the CPU 6. 
0035. The operative display device 10, which is a section 
acting as an interface between the user and the MFP 100, and 
which comprises a display device Such as an LCD (liquid 
crystal display device) and a key Switch, displays on a display 
device various status and/or operative procedures of the MFP 
100, and detects the operation of a key switch by the user. In 
the present embodiment, the operative display device 10 is 
connected to the CPU 6 via a PCI-Express bus. 
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0036. The line I/F device 11 is a device that connects the 
PCI-Express bus with a telephone line. The line I/F device 11 
enables the MFP 100 to exchange various data with a fax 
machine 15 via a telephone line, and enables also the MFP 
100 to exchange data with another external device (image 
processing apparatus) Such as an MFP comprising fax trans 
mission/reception functions. The line I/F device 11 functions 
as image output means. 
0037. The fax machine 15 is an ordinary fax machine that 
exchanges image data with the MFP 100 via a telephone line. 
0038. The external I/F device 12 is a device that connects 
the PCI-Express bus and an external device. The external I/F 
device 12 enables the MFP 100 to exchange various data with 
the PC 16 and to communicate with another external device 
Such as an MFP comprising a communication function. In the 
present embodiment, a network Such as Ethernet (registered 
trademark) is used as the connection interface. That is, the 
MFP 100 is connected to a network via the external I/F device 
12. The external I/F device 12 functions as image output 
CaS. 

0039. The PC 16 is a personal computer for carrying out 
input and output of various controls and image data into the 
MFP 100 in accordance with the operation of an input device, 
Such as a keyboard, a mouse or the like by the user, through 
execution of installed application software and/or drive soft 
ware by the CPU. 
0040. Herein, the functions according to the present inven 
tion, i.e. functions as service selection means, magnification 
ratio setting means and magnification ratio distribution deter 
mining means, can be realized by controlling the MFP 100 
through execution by the CPU 6 of programs in the memory 
7 

0041. The services that the MFP 100 provides to the user 
include a copy service, a printer service, a scanner delivery 
service, a fax transmission service, a D-box (document box) 
service, a copy--D-box service, a scanner delivery+D-box 
service, a fax transmission+D-box service, and the like. 
0042. The copy service is a service whereby a document 
image is read by the image reading device 1, and the image 
data thereof (actually image data processed by the first image 
data processor 2 and the second image data processor 4) is 
sent to the plotter device 9 and is printed on paper as a visible 
image. The application for realizing the copy service is called 
a copy application. 
0043. The printer service is a service whereby print data 
such as writing data or a character code from the PC 16 is 
developed into image data that is sent to the plotter device 9 
and is printed on paper as a visible image. The application for 
realizing the printer service is called a printer application. 
0044) The scanner delivery service is a service whereby an 
image of a document is read by the image reading device 1, 
and the image data thereof is delivered to a preset external 
device such as the PC 16 or the like through the external I/F 
device 12, by means of electronic mail or the like. The appli 
cation for realizing the scanner delivery service is called a 
scanner application. 
0045. The fax transmission service is a service whereby an 
image of a document is read by the image reading device 1, 
and the image data thereof is sent as a fax transmission 
through the line I/F device 11 to a preset external device such 
as the fax machine 15 or the like, and/or a service whereby 
image data already stored in the HDD 5 similarly sent as a fax 
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transmission to a preset external device. The application for 
realizing the fax transmission service is called a fax applica 
tion. 
0046. The D-box service is a service involving an opera 
tion whereby an image of a document is read by the image 
reading device 1, the image data thereof is stored in the HDD 
5, the image data stored in the HDD 5 is sent to the plotter 
device 9 and is printed on paper as a visible image, or a service 
in which the above stored image data is delivered to a preset 
external device such as the PC 16 or the like through the 
external I/F device 12, by means of electronic mail or the like, 
or in which the above stored image data is sent as a fax 
transmission through the line I/F device 11 to a preset external 
device such as the fax machine 15 or the like. The D-box 
service can be realized by the scanner application, the printer 
application or the fax application. 
0047. The copy--D-box service is a service in which an 
image of a document is read by the image reading device 1 
and the image data thereof is sent to the plotter device 9, to be 
printed on paper as a visible image, while being stored in the 
HDD5. The copy--D-box service can be realized by the copy 
application. 
0048. The scanner delivery--D-box service is a service in 
which an image of a document is read by the image reading 
device 1 and the image data thereof is delivered to a preset 
external device such as the PC 16 or the like through the 
external I/F device 12, by means of electronic mail or the like, 
while being stored in the HDD5. The scanner deliver+D-box 
service can be realized by the scanner application. 
0049. The fax transmission+D-box service is a service in 
which an image of a document is read by the image reading 
device 1 and the image data thereof is sent as a fax transmis 
sion through the line I/F device 11 to a preset external device 
such as the fax machine 15 or the like, while being stored in 
the HDD 5. The fax transmission--D-box service can be 
realized by the fax application. 
0050. Among these services, the copy service, the printer 
service, the scanner delivery service and the fax transmission 
service correspond to a "service for carrying out printing or 
outward transmission (service relating to outputting of image 
data)”. The copy--D-box service, the scanner delivery+D- 
box service and the fax transmission--D-box service corre 
spond to a "service for carrying out permanent storage in a 
memory device while carrying out printing or outward trans 
mission (service for carrying out permanent storage while 
outputting image data). 
0051. Herein, the “service for carrying out printing or 
outward transmission' is a service that does not include per 
manent storage in a memory device (HDD 5), and in which, 
after use of the service, the image data does not become 
permanently stored as a result, and hence the image data 
cannot be reused. Accordingly, such a service is valuable to 
the user in that reuse of the image data is not a concern, which 
increases thus the output throughput during use of the service. 
The magnification ratio is determined, therefore, focusing on 
enhancing output throughput to the extent that image quality 
is not impaired. 
0052. The “service for carrying out permanent storage in a 
memory device while carrying out printing or outward trans 
mission' is a service that includes permanent storage in a 
memory device and in which, after use of the service, the 
image data becomes permanently stored as a result. Hence, 
reuse of the image data must be assumed. The requirements 
posed by “reuse” vary greatly for a level where there may be 
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obtained a same result under same output conditions as in a 
previous use, and for a level where it is desired to obtain a 
different result under different output conditions than in a 
previous use. These requirement levels vary for each user, and 
hence they must accommodate any user. There are thus deter 
mined optimal magnifications that take into account reusabil 
ity and output throughput, to the extent that image quality is 
not impaired, in accordance with respective requirement lev 
els. 
0053 Embodiments of the MFP 100 according to the 
present invention having the above configuration are 
explained in detail next for different operations. 

First Embodiment 

0054. A first embodiment of an operation example, in 
which an arbitrary service provided by the MFP 100 is used, 
will be explained first with reference to FIG. 4. 
0055 (1) Selection of a Single Service 
0056. The user sets a document in the image reading 
device 1 and instructs sequentially selection of a desired 
service S. Setting of a magnification ratio S-Z and/or other 
output conditions, and service start, by operating the opera 
tive display device 10. When, for instance, the user selects 
printer service, there is no need to set a document. In that case 
the operation by the user is carried out in an external device 
such as the PC 16 or the like. 
0057 The operative display device 10 sequentially con 
verts the information of these instructions into control com 
mand data in the devices, and issues the control command 
data. The issued control command data is notified to the CPU 
6 via a PCI-Express bus. Upon receipt of a control command 
to the effect of service S selection, the CPU 6 starts the 
process routine illustrated in FIG. 4 and selects first a service 
S in step S1, and in step S2 selects an operation process 
program (application) of the service S. Next, upon receipt of 
a control command to the effect of setting a magnification 
ratio S-Z and/or other output conditions, the CPU 6 sets 
these output conditions in step S3 and stores the settings in the 
memory 7. 
0.058 Lastly, upon receipt of a control command for ser 
vice start, the CPU 6 moves on to the step S4 and executes in 
accordance therewith the operation process program of the 
service S. The CPU 6 determines then, for the set magnifi 
cation ratio S-Z, the optimal distribution of the magnifica 
tions of the first image data processor 2 (actually the magni 
fication processing unit 21) and of the second image data 
processor 4 (actually the magnification processing unit 31). 
Hereinafter the magnification ratio of the first image data 
processor 2 is denoted S-Z1 and the magnification ratio of 
the second image data processor 4 is denoted S-Z2. In the 
magnification ratio S-Z1 allocated to the first image data 
processor 2, the magnification ratio in the Sub-Scanning direc 
tion may be used as the magnification ratio for Sub-Scanning 
mechanical magnification of the image reading device 1. 
0059 Next, the CPU 6 carries out sequentially the opera 
tion process of the service S. For instance, image data 
obtained through scanning of a document by the image read 
ing device 1 is Subjected by the first image data processor 2 to 
magnification processing with the optimally allocated mag 
nification ratio S-Z1, as well as to other required image 
processing (image processing corresponding to set output 
conditions), and outputs the resulting image data to the bus 
controller 3. 



US 2008/01 17457 A1 

0060. Upon receipt of the image data from the first image 
data processor 2, the bus controller 3 stores the image data in 
the memory 7 via the CPU 6. When the service S is a 
“service with permanent storage', and when “reuse' requires 
a level where it is desired to obtain a different result under 
different output conditions than in a previous use, the image 
data stored in the memory 7 is kept stored also in the HDD5. 
Herein, 'services in which permanent storage is also carried 
out' include D-box service, copy--D-box service, scanner 
delivery--D-box service, and fax transmission--D-box ser 
vice. 
0061 The image data stored in the memory 7 is sent by the 
CPU 6 to the second image data processor 4 via the bus 
controller 3. The second image data processor 4 subjects the 
received image data to magnification processing with the 
optimally allocated magnification ratio S-Z2, as well as to 
other required image processing, and outputs the resulting 
image data to the bus controller 3. 
0062. Upon receipt of the image data from the second 
image data processor 4, the bus controller 3 stores the image 
data in the memory 7 via the CPU 6. When the service S is 
a service in which permanent storage is also carried out, and 
when “reuse' requires a level where there may be obtained a 
same result under same output conditions as in a previous use, 
the image data stored in the memory 7 is kept stored also in the 
HDD S. 
0063. In case of printing, the image data stored in the 
memory 7 is sent next by the CPU 6 to the plotter device 9 via 
the plotter I/F device 8, and the plotter device 9 outputs and 
prints the received image data on paper, as a visible image, 
thereby generating a copy of the document. In case of trans 
mission to an external device, the CPU 6 transmits the image 
data to the fax machine 15, the PC 16 or the like via the line I/F 
device 11 or the external IVF device 12. 
0064 (2) Selection of a Plurality of Services 
0065. An overview of the entire operation when a plurality 
of services are selected will be explained first. 
0066. The operation “image reading device 1->first image 
data processor 2->memory 7 is carried out for all services. 
Thereafter, the operation “memory 7->second image data 
processor 4->plotter I/F device 8, line I/F device 11 or exter 
nal I/F device 12' is carried out for each service. Given the 
above operations, an operation in which two services are 
selected will be explained below. The operation in case of 
selecting three or more services would involve the same pro 
cedure, and hence an explanation thereof will be omitted. 
0067. The user sets a document in the image reading 
device 1 and instructs sequentially selection of two desired 
services S1, S2, setting of a magnification ratio S1-Z. 
S2-Z and/or other output conditions, and service start, by 
operating the operative display device 10. The operative dis 
play device 10 sequentially converts the information of these 
instructions into control command data in the devices, and 
issues the control command data. The issued control com 
mand data is notified to the CPU 6 via a PCI-Express bus. 
0068. Upon receipt of a control command to the effect of 
service S1, S2 selection, the CPU 6 starts the process routine 
illustrated in FIG. 4 and selects first a service S1, S2 in step 
S1, and in step S2 selects an operation process program of the 
service S1, S2. Next, upon receipt of a control command to 
the effect of setting a magnification ratio S1-Z, S2-Z and/or 
other output conditions, the CPU 6 sets these output condi 
tions in step S3 and stores the settings in the memory 7. 
Lastly, upon receipt of a control command for service start, 
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the CPU 6 moves on to the step S4 and executes in accordance 
therewith the operation process program of the service S1, 
S2. The CPU 6 determines then, for the set magnification 
ratio S1-Z, S2-Z, the optimal distribution of the magnifica 
tions of the first image data processor 2 and of the second 
image data processor 4. Hereinafter, the magnification ratio 
of the first image data processor 2 is denoted S common-Z1. 
and the magnification ratio of the second image data proces 
sor 4 is denoted S1-Z2, S2-Z2). In the magnification ratio S 
common-Z1 allocated to the first image data processor 2, the 
magnification ratio in the Sub-Scanning direction may be used 
as the magnification ratio for Sub-Scanning mechanical mag 
nification of the image reading device 1. 
0069. Next, the CPU 6 carries out sequentially the opera 
tion process of the service S1, S2. For instance, image data 
obtained through scanning of a document by the image read 
ing device 1 is Subjected by the first image data processor 2 to 
magnification processing with the optimally allocated mag 
nification ratio S common-Z1, as well as to other required 
image processing, and outputs the resulting image data to the 
bus controller3. Upon receipt of the image data from the first 
image data processor 2, the bus controller 3 stores the image 
data in the memory 7 via the CPU 6. 
0070. In the operation thus far, the services S1, S2 are 
common. Henceforth, a respective operation is carried out for 
each service S1, S2. 
0071. The image data stored in the memory 7 is sent by the 
CPU 6 to the second image data processor 4 via the bus 
controller 3. The second image data processor 4. Subjects the 
received image data to magnification processing with the 
optimally allocated magnification ratio S1-Z2 or S2-Z2, as 
well as to other required image processing, and outputs the 
resulting image data to the bus controller 3. 
0072. Upon receipt of the image data from the second 
image data processor 4, the bus controller 3 stores the image 
data in the memory 7 via the CPU 6. In case of printing, the 
image data stored in the memory 7 is sent next by the CPU 6 
to the plotter device 9 via the plotter I/F device 8, and the 
plotter device 9 outputs and prints the received image data on 
paper, as a visible image, thereby generating a copy of the 
document. In case of transmission to an external device, the 
CPU 6 transmits the image data to the fax machine 15, the PC 
16 or the like via the line I/F device 11 or the external I/F 
device 12. 
0073. Upon selection of services provided to a user and 
setting of a magnification ratio, the MFP 100 in the first 
embodiment allows increasing output throughput and 
improving user-friendliness by determining a distribution of 
respective magnification ratios for the first image data pro 
cessor 2 and the second image data processor 4 in accordance 
with the selected service, thereby subjecting the image data 
from the image reading device 1 or the memory 7 to magni 
fication processing in an optimal image data processor and 
with an optimal magnification ratio in accordance with the 
service provided to the user. 

Second Embodiment 

0074. A second embodiment of an operation example, in 
which there is used a 'service for carrying out printing and/or 
outward transmission' provided by the MFP 100, is 
explained next. The operation explained herein corresponds 
to a case where a copy service (in this example, “S: 50% 
reduction copy') is used as the 'service for carrying out 
printing and/or outward transmission'. 
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0075. The user sets a document in the image reading 
device 1 and instructs sequentially selection of a desired 
service S, setting of a magnification ratio S-Z: 50% and/or 
other output conditions, and service start, by operating the 
operative display device 10. The operative display device 10 
sequentially converts the information of these instructions 
into control command data in the devices, and issues the 
control command data. The issued control command data is 
notified to the CPU 6 via a PCI-Express bus. 
0076. Upon receipt of a control command to the effect of 
service S selection, the CPU 6 starts the process routine 
illustrated in FIG. 4 and selects first a service S in step S1, 
and in step S2 selects an operation process program (copy 
application) of the service S. Next, upon receipt of a control 
command to the effect of setting a magnification ratio S-Z: 
50% and/or other output conditions, the CPU 6 sets these 
output conditions in step S3 and stores the settings in the 
memory 7. 
0077 Lastly, upon receipt of a control command for ser 
vice start, the CPU 6 moves on to the step S4 and executes in 
accordance therewith the operation process program of the 
service S. The CPU 6 determines then, for the set magnifi 
cation ratio S-Z: 50%, an optimal distribution of the mag 
nification ratios, so as to yield a magnification ratio S-Z1: 
50% for the first image data processor 2, and a magnification 
ratio S-Z2: 100% (no magnification) for the second image 
data processor 4. In the magnification ratio S-Z1: 50% 
allocated to the first image data processor 2, the magnification 
ratio in the Sub-Scanning direction may be used as the mag 
nification ratio 50% for Sub-Scanning mechanical magnifi 
cation of the image reading device 1. In this case, the magni 
fication ratio in the Sub-Scanning direction of the first image 
data processor 2 becomes S-Z1: main scanning direction 
50%, sub-scanning direction 100%. 
0078 Next, the CPU 6 carries out sequentially the opera 
tion process of the service S. For instance, image data 
obtained through scanning of a document by the image read 
ing device 1 is Subjected by the first image data processor 2 to 
magnification processing with IS-Z1: 50%, as well as to 
other required image processing, and outputs the resulting 
image data to the bus controller 3. Alternatively, image data 
obtained through scanning of a document by the image read 
ing device 1, with a magnification ratio 50% for Sub-Scan 
ning mechanical magnification, is Subjected by the first image 
data processor 2 to magnification processing with S-Z1: 
main scanning direction 50%, Sub-Scanning direction 100%. 
as well as to other required image processing, and outputs the 
resulting image data to the bus controller 3. 
0079. Upon receipt of the image data from the first image 
data processor 2, the bus controller 3 stores the image data in 
the memory 7 via the CPU 6. The image data stored in the 
memory 7 is sent to the second image data processor 4 via the 
CPU 6 and the bus controller 3. The second image data 
processor 4 subjects the received image data to magnification 
processing with the Suitably allocated magnification ratio 
S-Z2: 100% (no magnification), as well as to other required 
image processing, and outputs the resulting image data to the 
bus controller 3. 

0080. Upon receipt of the image data from the second 
image data processor 4, the bus controller 3 stores the image 
data in the memory 7 via the CPU 6. Next, the image data 
stored in the memory 7 is sent next by the CPU 6 to the plotter 
device 9 via the plotter I/F device 8, and the plotter device 9 
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outputs and prints the received image data on paper, as a 
visible image, thereby generating a copy of the document. 
0081. In the second embodiment, thus, when the selected 
service is a 'service for carrying out printing and/or outward 
transmission (service relating to output of image data), the 
MFP 100 determines the distribution of the respective mag 
nifications of the first image data processor 2 and the second 
image data processor 4 so as to carry out magnification pro 
cessing with the set magnifications in the first image data 
processor 2, with a view to increasing processing speed and 
improving output throughput as much as possible provided 
that image quality is not impaired. 
I0082. When setting reduction (lower resolution) of image 
data, the size of the image data becomes Smaller as a result. 
This reduces bus load in the bus controller 3 and increase 
hence processing speed. A further increase in processing 
speed can be anticipated by combining Such image data 
reduction with the Sub-Scanning mechanical magnification in 
the image reading device 1. That is, output throughput can be 
improved in the service for carrying out printing and/or out 
ward transmission, without impairing image quality. 

Third Embodiment 

I0083. A third embodiment of another operation example, 
in which there is used a "service for carrying out printing 
and/or outward transmission' provided by the MFP 100, is 
explained next. The operation explained herein corresponds 
to a case where two services, a scanner delivery service (in 
this example, "S1:200 dpi scanner delivery’) and a fax trans 
mission service (in this example, “S2: 200 dpi fax transmis 
sion'), are used as the 'service for carrying out printing 
and/or outward transmission'. If no magnification processing 
(resolution conversion) is carried out, there applies a magni 
fication of 600 dpi. 
I0084. The user sets a document in the image reading 
device 1 and instructs sequentially selection of a desired 
service S1, S2, setting of a magnification ratio (resolution) 
S1-Z: 33% (200 dpi), S2-Z: 33% (200 dpi) and/or other 
output conditions, and service start, by operating the opera 
tive display device 10. The operative display device 10 
sequentially converts the information of these instructions 
into control command data in the devices, and issues the 
control command data. The issued control command data is 
notified to the CPU 6 via a PCI-Express bus. 
I0085. Upon receipt of a control command to the effect of 
service S1, S2 selection, the CPU 6 starts the process routine 
illustrated in FIG. 4 and selects first a service S1, S2 in step 
S1, and in step S2 selects an operation process program 
(scanner application, fax application) of the service S1, S2. 
Next, upon receipt of a control command to the effect of 
setting a magnification ratio (resolution) IS1-Z; 33% (200 
dpi), S2-Z: 33% (200dpi) and/or other output conditions, the 
CPU 6 sets these output conditions in step S3 and stores the 
settings in the memory 7. 
I0086 Lastly, upon receipt of a control command for ser 
vice start, the CPU 6 moves on to the step S4 and executes in 
accordance therewith the operation process program of the 
service S1, S2). The CPU 6 determines then the optimal 
distribution of the magnifications of the first image data pro 
cessor 2 and of the second image data processor 4, for the set 
magnification ratio (resolution) S1-Z: 33% (200 dpi), S2-Z: 
33% (200 dpi), so that the magnification ratio of the first 
image data processor 2 is IS common-Z1: 33% and the 
magnification ratio of the second image data processor 4 is 
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S1-Z2: 100% (no resolution conversion), S2-Z2: 100% (no 
resolution conversion). In the magnification ratio S com 
mon-Z1: 33% allocated to the first image data processor 2. 
the magnification ratio in the Sub-Scanning direction may be 
used as the magnification ratio for Sub-Scanning mechanical 
magnification 33% of the image reading device 1. In this 
case, the magnification ratio in the Sub-Scanning direction of 
the first image data processor 2 becomes S common-Z1: 
main scanning direction 33%, Sub-Scanning direction 100%. 
0087 Next, the CPU 6 carries out sequentially the opera 
tion process of the service S1, S2. For instance, image data 
obtained through scanning of a document by the image read 
ing device 1 is Subjected by the first image data processor 2 to 
magnification processing with the optimally allocated mag 
nification ratio S common-Z1: 33%, as well as to other 
required image processing, and outputs the resulting image 
data to the bus controller3. Alternatively, image data obtained 
through scanning of a document by the image reading device 
1, with a magnification ratio 33% for Sub-Scanning 
mechanical magnification, is Subjected by the first image data 
processor 2 to magnification processing with S common-Z1: 
main scanning direction 33%, Sub-Scanning direction 100%. 
as well as to other required image processing, and outputs the 
resulting image data to the bus controller 3. 
0088. Upon receipt of the image data from the first image 
data processor 2, the bus controller 3 stores the image data in 
the memory 7 via the CPU 6. 
0089. In the operation thus far, the services S1, S2 are 
common. Henceforth, a respective operation is carried out for 
each service S1: 200 dpi scanner delivery, S2: 200 dpi fax 
transmission. These operations are denoted (a) and (b) here 
inafter. 
0090 (a) Operation of the Service S1: 200 dpi Scanner 
Delivery 
0091. The image data stored in the memory 7 is sent by the 
CPU 6 to the second image data processor 4 via the bus 
controller 3. The second image data processor 4 subjects the 
received image data to magnification processing with an opti 
mally allotted magnification ratio S1-Z2: 100% (no resolu 
tion conversion), as well as to other required image process 
ing, and outputs the resulting image data to the bus controller 
3. Upon receipt of image data from the second image data 
processor 4, the bus controller 3 stores the image data in the 
memory 7 via the CPU 6. Next, the image data stored in the 
memory 7 is sent by the CPU 6 to an external device such as 
the PC 16 or the like via the external I/F device 12. 
0092 (b) Operation of the Service S2:200 dpi Fax Trans 
mission 
0093. Image data stored in the memory 7 is sent by the 
CPU 6 to the second image data processor 4 via the bus 
controller 3. The second image data processor 4 subjects the 
received image data to magnification processing with an opti 
mally allotted magnification ratio IS2-Z2: 100% (no resolu 
tion conversion), as well as to other required image process 
ing, and outputs the resulting image-data to the bus controller 
3. Upon receipt of image data from the second image data 
processor 4, the bus controller 3 stores the image data in the 
memory 7 via the CPU 6. Next, the image data stored in the 
memory 7 is sent by the CPU 6 to an external device such as 
the fax machine 15 or the like via the line I/F device 11. 

0094. In the third embodiment, thus, when the selected 
service is “a plurality of services for carrying out printing 
and/or outward transmission', and when the magnification 
ratio set for each of these services is the same throughout, the 
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MFP 100 determines the distribution of the respective mag 
nifications of the first image data processor 2 and the second 
image data processor 4 so as to carry out magnification pro 
cessing in the first image data processor 2 with the magnifi 
cations set for each service, in order to increase processing 
speed and improving output throughput as much as possible 
provided that image quality is not impaired. 
0.095 When setting reduction (lower resolution) of image 
data, the size of the image data becomes Smaller as a result. 
This reduces bus load in the bus controller 3 and increase 
hence processing speed. A further increase in processing 
speed can be anticipated by combining Such image data 
reduction with the Sub-Scanning mechanical magnification in 
the image reading device 1. That is, output throughput can be 
improved in the plurality of services for carrying out printing 
and/or outward transmission, without impairing image qual 

Fourth Embodiment 

0096. A fourth embodiment of another operation example, 
in which there is used a "service for carrying out printing 
and/or outward transmission' provided by the MFP 100, is 
explained next. The operation explained herein corresponds 
to a case where two services, a scanner delivery service (in 
this example, “S1: 300 dpi scanner delivery’) and a fax trans 
mission service (in this example, “S2: 200 dpi fax transmis 
sion'), are used as the 'service for carrying out printing 
and/or outward transmission'. If no magnification processing 
(resolution conversion) is carried out, there applies a magni 
fication of 600 dpi. 
0097. The user sets a document in the image reading 
device 1 and instructs sequentially selection of a desired 
service S1, S2, setting of a magnification ratio (resolution) 
S1-Z: 50% (300 dpi), S2-Z: 33% (200 dpi) and/or other 
output conditions, and service start, by operating the opera 
tive display device 10. 
0098. The operative display device 10 sequentially con 
verts the information of these instructions into control com 
mand data in the devices, and issues the control command 
data. The issued control command data is notified to the CPU 
6 via a PCI-Express bus. Upon receipt of a control command 
to the effect of service S1, S2 selection, the CPU 6 starts the 
process routine illustrated in FIG. 4 and selects first a service 
S1, S2 in step S1, and in step S2 selects an operation process 
program of the service S1, S2. Next, upon receipt of a 
control command to the effect of setting a magnification ratio 
(resolution) S1-Z: 50% (300 dpi), S2-Z: 33% (200 dpi) 
and/or other output conditions, the CPU 6 sets these output 
conditions in step S3 and stores the settings in the memory 7. 
0099 Lastly, upon receipt of a control command for ser 
vice start, the CPU 6 moves on to the step S4 and executes in 
accordance therewith the operation process program of the 
service S1, S2). The CPU 6 determines then the optimal 
distribution of the magnifications of the first image data pro 
cessor 2 and of the second image data processor 4, for the set 
magnification ratio (resolution) S1-Z: 50% (300 dpi), S2-Z: 
33% (200 dpi), so that the magnification ratio of the first 
image data processor 2 is IS common-Z1: 100% (no resolu 
tion conversion) and the magnification ratio of the second 
image data processor 4 is S1-Z2: 50%, S2-Z2: 33%. 
0100 Next, the CPU 6 carries out sequentially the opera 
tion process of the service S1, S2. For instance, image data 
obtained through scanning of a document by the image read 
ing device 1 is Subjected by the first image data processor 2 to 



US 2008/01 17457 A1 

magnification processing with the IS common-Z1: 100% (no 
resolution conversion), as well as to other required image 
processing, and outputs the resulting image data to the bus 
controller 3. Upon receipt of the image data from the first 
image data processor 2, the bus controller 3 stores the image 
data in the memory 7 via the CPU 6. 
0101. In the operation thus far, the services S1, S2 are 
common. Henceforth, a respective operation is carried out for 
each service S1: 300 dpi scanner delivery, S2: 200 dpi fax 
transmission. These operations are denoted (a) and (b) here 
inafter. 

0102 (a) Operation of the Service S1: 300 dpi Scanner 
Delivery 
0103) The image data stored in the memory 7 is sent by the 
CPU 6 to the second image data processor 4 via the bus 
controller 3. The second image data processor 4 subjects the 
received image data to magnification processing with an opti 
mally allotted magnification ratio S1-Z2: 50% (conversion 
to 300 dpi), as well as to other required image processing, 
and outputs the resulting image data to the bus controller 3. 
Upon receipt of image data from the second image data pro 
cessor 4, the bus controller 3 stores the image data in the 
memory 7 via the CPU 6. Next, the image data stored in the 
memory 7 is sent by the CPU 6 to an external device such as 
the PC 16 or the like via the external I/F device 12. 

0104 (b) Processing of the Service S2: 200 dpi Fax 
Transmission 
0105 Image data stored in the memory 7 is sent by the 
CPU 6 to the second image data processor 4 via the bus 
controller 3. The second image data processor 4 subjects the 
received image data to magnification processing with an opti 
mally allotted magnification ratio S2-Z2: 33% (conversion 
to 200 dpi), as well as to other required image processing, 
and outputs the resulting image data to the bus controller 3. 
Upon receipt of image data from the second image data pro 
cessor 4, the bus controller 3 stores the image data in the 
memory 7 via the CPU 6. Next, the image data stored in the 
memory 7 is sent by the CPU 6 to an external device such as 
the fax machine 15 or the like via the line I/F device 11. 

0106. In the fourth embodiment, thus, when the selected 
service is “a plurality of services for carrying out printing 
and/or outward transmission’. and when the magnifications 
set for each of these services are different, the MFP 100 
determines the distribution of the respective magnifications 
of the first image data processor 2 and the second image data 
processor 4 so as to carry out magnification processing in the 
second image data processor 4 with the magnifications set for 
each service. This allows realizing as a result a plurality of 
services for carrying out printing and/or outward transmis 
S1O. 

Fifth Embodiment 

0107 A fifth embodiment of an operation example, 
wherein there is used a "service for carrying out permanent 
storage in a memory device while performing printing and/or 
outward transmission' provided by the MFP 100, is 
explained next. The operation explained herein corresponds 
to a case where a copy--D-box service (in this example, “S: 
50% reduction copy--D-box permanent storage') is used as 
the 'service for carrying out permanent storage in a memory 
device while performing printing and/or outward transmis 
sion”. In the present embodiment, “reuse” of D-box perma 
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nently stored image data requires a level where there may be 
obtained a same result under same output conditions as in a 
previous use. 
0108. The user sets a document in the image reading 
device 1 and instructs sequentially selection of a desired 
service S. Setting of a magnification ratio (resolution) S-Z: 
50% and/or other output conditions, and service start, by 
operating the operative display device 10. 
0109 The operative display device 10 sequentially con 
verts the information of these instructions into control com 
mand data in the devices, and issues the control command 
data. The issued control command data is notified to the CPU 
6 via a PCI-Express bus. Upon receipt of a control command 
to the effect of service S selection, the CPU 6 starts the 
process routine illustrated in FIG. 4 and selects first a service 
S in step S1, and in step S2 selects an operation process 
program (copy application) of the service S. Next, upon 
receipt of a control command to the effect of setting a mag 
nification ratio S-Z: 50% and/or other output conditions, the 
CPU 6 sets these output conditions in step S3 and stores the 
settings in the memory 7. 
0110 Lastly, upon receipt of a control command for ser 
vice start, the CPU 6 moves on to the step S4 and executes in 
accordance therewith the operation process program of the 
service S. The CPU 6 determines then, for the set magnifi 
cation ratio S-Z: 50% an optimal distribution of the magni 
fication ratios, so as to yield a magnification ratio S-Z1: 
50% for the first image data processor 2, and a magnification 
ratio S-Z2: 100% (no magnification) for the second image 
data processor 4. In the magnification ratio S-Z1: 50% 
allocated to the first image data processor 2, the magnification 
ratio in the Sub-Scanning direction may be used as the mag 
nification ratio 50% for Sub-Scanning mechanical magnifi 
cation of the image reading device 1. In this case, the magni 
fication ratio in the Sub-Scanning direction of the first image 
data processor 2 becomes S-Z1: main scanning direction 
50%, sub-scanning direction 100%. 
0111. Next, the CPU 6 carries out sequentially the opera 
tion process of the service S. For instance, image data 
obtained through scanning of a document by the image read 
ing device 1 is Subjected by the first image data processor 2 to 
magnification processing with IS-Z1: 50%, as well as to 
other required image processing, and outputs the resulting 
image data to the bus controller 3. Alternatively, image data 
obtained through scanning of a document by the image read 
ing device 1, with a magnification ratio 50% for Sub-Scan 
ning mechanical magnification, is Subjected by the first image 
data processor 2 to magnification processing with S-Z1: 
main scanning direction 50%, Sub-Scanning direction 100%. 
as well as to other required image processing, and outputs the 
resulting image data to the bus controller 3. 
0112. Upon receipt of the image data from the first image 
data processor 2, the bus controller 3 stores the image data in 
the memory 7 via the CPU 6. The image data stored in the 
memory 7 is sent by the CPU 6 to the second image data 
processor 4 via the bus controller 3. The second image data 
processor 4 subjects the received image data to magnification 
processing with the Suitably allocated magnification ratio 
S-Z2: 100% (no magnification), as well as to other required 
image processing, and outputs the resulting image data to the 
bus controller 3. Upon receipt of the image data from the 
second image data processor 4, the bus controller 3 stores the 
image data in the memory 7 via the CPU 6. The image data 
stored in the memory 7 is also kept stored in the HDD5. Next, 
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the image data stored in the memory 7 is sent next by the CPU 
6 to the plotter device 9 via the plotter I/F device 8, and the 
plotter device 9 outputs and prints the received image data on 
paper, as a visible image, thereby generating a copy of the 
document. 
0113 Lastly, an explanation follows herein on the opera 
tion of a case of later reuse, by the user, of image data stored 
in the HDD5. In this case, the user can only use the image data 
at a level where a same result may be obtained under the same 
output conditions as in a previous use, i.e. can only use the 
image data for "printing. In other words, output conditions 
Such as those for transmission and/or enlargement cannot be 
modified. The user requests “print D-box stored data” by 
operating the operative display device 10. As a result of this 
request, the CPU 6 stores in the memory 7 the image data 
stored in the HDD5. The image data stored in the memory 7 
is sent next by the CPU 6 to the plotter device 9 via the plotter 
I/F device 8, and the plotter device 9 outputs and prints the 
received image data on paper, as a visible image, thereby 
generating a copy of the document. 
0114. In the fifth embodiment, thus, when the selected 
service is a 'service for carrying out printing and/or outward 
transmission while storing data permanently in a memory 
device', the MFP 100 determines the distribution of the 
respective magnifications of the first image data processor 2 
and the second image data processor 4 so as to carry out 
magnification processing in the first image data processor 2 
with the set magnification ratio, affording thereby the same 
effect as the third embodiment. 
0115 That is, reuse becomes possible for a service in 
which permanent storage is carried out in a memory device 
while performing printing and/or outward transmission, with 
enhanced output throughput and without image quality 
impairment, at a level where there may be obtained a same 
result under same output conditions as in a previous use. 
Output throughput increases also when permanently stored 
image data is reused. That is because permanently stored 
image data has already undergone image processing by the 
first image data processor 2 under the output conditions of a 
previous use, and can thus be printed or transmitted as-is. 

Sixth Embodiment 

0116. A sixth embodiment of another operation example, 
wherein 
0117 there is used a “service for carrying out permanent 
storage in a memory device while performing printing and/or 
outward transmission' provided by the MFP 100, is 
explained next. The operation explained herein corresponds 
to a case where there is used a copy--D-box service (in this 
example, “S: 50% reduction copy--D-box permanent stor 
age') as the 'service for carrying out permanent storage in a 
memory device while performing printing and/or outward 
transmission”. In the present embodiment, “reuse” of D-box 
permanently stored image data requires a level where it is 
desired to obtain a different result under different output 
conditions than in a previous use. 
0118. The user sets a document in the image reading 
device 1 and instructs sequentially selection of a desired 
service S. Setting of a magnification ratio (resolution) S-Z: 
50% and/or other output conditions, and service start, by 
operating the operative display device 10. The operative dis 
play device 10 sequentially converts the information of these 
instructions into control command data in the devices, and 
issues the control command data. The issued control com 
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mand data is notified to the CPU 6 via a PCI-Express bus. 
Upon receipt of a control command to the effect of service IS 
selection, the CPU 6 starts the process routine illustrated in 
FIG. 4 and selects first a service S in step S1, and in step S2 
selects an operation process program (copy application) of 
the service S. Next, upon receipt of a control command to 
the effect of setting a magnification ratio S-Z: 50% and/or 
other output conditions, the CPU 6 sets these output condi 
tions in step S3 and stores the settings in the memory 7. 
Lastly, upon receipt of a control command for service start, 
the CPU 6 moves on to the step S4 and executes in accordance 
therewith the operation process program of the service S. 
The CPU 6 determines then, for the set magnification ratio 
S-Z: 50% an optimal distribution of the magnification 
ratios, so as to yield a magnification ratio S-Z1: 100% (no 
magnification) for the first image data processor 2, and a 
magnification ratio S-Z2: 50% for the second image data 
processor 4. 
0119) Next, the CPU 6 carries out sequentially the opera 
tion process of the service S. For instance, image data 
obtained through scanning of a document by the image read 
ing device 1 is Subjected by the first image data processor 2 to 
magnification processing with S-Z1: 100% (no magnifica 
tion), as well as to other required image processing, and 
outputs the resulting image data to the bus controller3. Upon 
receipt of the image data from the first image data processor 
2, the bus controller 3 stores the image data in the memory 7 
via the CPU 6. The image data stored in the memory 7 is also 
kept stored in the HDD 5. The image data stored in the 
memory 7 is sent by the CPU 6 to the second image data 
processor 4 via the bus controller 3. The second image data 
processor 4 subjects the received image data to magnification 
processing with the Suitably allocated magnification ratio 
S-Z2: 50%, as well as to other required image processing, 
and outputs the resulting image data to the bus controller 3. 
Upon receipt of the image data from the second image data 
processor 4, the bus controller 3 stores the image data in the 
memory 7 via the CPU 6. Next, the image data stored in the 
memory 7 is sent next by the CPU 6 to the plotter device 9 via 
the plotter I/F device 8, and the plotter device 9 outputs and 
prints the received image data on paper, as a visible image, 
thereby generating a copy of the document. 
I0120 Lastly, an explanation follows here on the operation 
in a case of later reuse by the user of image data stored in the 
HDD5. In this case, the user can only use the image data at a 
level where it is desired to obtain a different result under 
different output conditions than in a previous use, i.e., where 
reuse is possible by modifying of output conditions vis-a-vis 
a previous use, for instance for transmission, resolution con 
version or the like. The user requests herein “200 dpi scanner 
delivery of D-box stored data” by operating the operative 
display device 10. As a result of this request, the CPU 6 stores 
in the memory 7 the image data stored in the HDD 5. The 
image data stored in the memory 7 is sent by the CPU 6 to the 
second image data processor 4 via the bus controller 3. The 
second image data processor 4 subjects the received image 
data to magnification processing (resolution conversion) with 
a magnification ratio S-Z2: 33% (conversion to 200 dpi), as 
well as to other required image processing, and outputs the 
resulting image data to the bus controller 3. Upon receipt of 
image data from the second image data processor 4, the bus 
controller 3 stores the image data in the memory 7 via the 
CPU 6. Next, the image data stored in the memory 7 is sent by 
the CPU 6 to an external device Such as the PC 16 or the like 
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via the external I/F device 12. Accordingly, the outputted 
result is wholly different from the output result in the first 
embodiment. 
0121. In the sixth embodiment, thus, when the selected 
service is a "services for carrying out printing and/or outward 
transmission while storing data permanently in a memory 
device', the distribution of the respective magnifications of 
the first image data processor 2 and the second image data 
processor 4 are determined so as to carry out magnification 
processing in the second image data processor 4 with the set 
magnification ratio. As a result, reuse becomes possible at a 
level where it is desired to obtain a different result under 
different output conditions than in a previous use, without 
image quality impairment. Reusability increases also when 
permanently stored image data is reused. That is because 
permanently stored image data has not been processed yet by 
the second image data processor 4, so that reuse is possible by 
setting various output conditions. 

Seventh Embodiment 

0122. In the seventh embodiment there is explained an 
instance in which whether to carry out the operation of the 
fifth embodiment or the operation of the sixth embodiment is 
selected beforehandby operating the operative display device 
10 (or operating an external device such as the PC 16 or the 
like) of the MFP 100. The item selected by the user is either 
(a) a level where there may be obtained a same result under 
the same output conditions as in a previous use, or (b) a level 
where it is desired to obtain a different result under different 
output conditions than in a previous use. 
0123. By operating the operative display device 10, the 
user selects either "(1) level where there may be obtained a 
same result under the same output conditions as in a previous 
use' or “(2) level where it is desired to obtain a different result 
under different output conditions than in a previous use as 
the setting for reuse output conditions during D-box perma 
nent Storage. 
0.124 When"(1) level where there may be obtained a same 
result under the same output conditions as in a previous use 
is selected, the CPU 6 carries out the same operation as in the 
fifth embodiment. When “(2) level where it is desired to 
obtain a different result under different output conditions than 
in a previous use” is selected, the CPU 6 carries out the same 
operation as in the sixth embodiment. 
0.125. In the seventh embodiment, thus, upon selection of 
a 'service for carrying out permanent storage in a memory 
device while performing printing and/or outward transmis 
sion', through an instruction via the operative display device 
10, and after selection of either the first image data processor 
2 or the second image data processor 4 to carry out magnifi 
cation processing, when the selected service is a 'service for 
carrying out permanent storage in a memory device while 
performing printing and/or outward transmission', the MFP 
100 determines the distribution of the respective magnifica 
tions of the first image data processor 2 and the second image 
data processor 4 so as to carry out magnification processing in 
the pre-selected first image data processor 2 or second image 
data processor 4, with the set magnification ratio, enabling 
thereby response to different requests and affording thus the 
same effect as the fifth and sixth embodiments. 
0126 The present invention has been explained on the 
basis of various embodiments applied to an MFP, but the 
present invention is not particularly limited thereto. The 
present invention can be used as a matter of course in image 
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forming apparatuses Such as a digital copier machine and/or 
fax machine having an image reading device (scanner or the 
like), but also in a printer or PC connectable to an image 
reading device, and in various image processing apparatuses 
Such as a stand-alone image reading device. 
0127. A program according to the present invention is a 
program enabling a CPU (computer) that controls an image 
processing apparatus. Such as an MFP or the like, to realize 
the functions relating to the present invention, i.e. to function 
as service selection means, magnification ratio setting means, 
and magnification ratio distribution determining means. Such 
that he above-described effects can be achieved by executing 
Such a program in a CPU. 
0128. This program may be stored originally in storage 
means such as a ROM, HDD or the like, or may be provided 
recorded in a CD-ROM, as a recording medium, or in a 
nonvolatile recording medium (memory) Such as flexible 
disk, SRAM, EEPROM, memory card or the like. The pro 
gram recorded in the nonvolatile recording medium may be 
installed in an MFP and be executed in a CPU, or may be read 
from the nonvolatile recording medium and be executed by 
the CPU, to enable execution of the above various procedures. 
I0129. The program may also be executed following down 
load from an external device connected to a network and 
comprising a recording medium in which the program is 
recorded, or from an external device in which the program is 
stored in storage means. 
0.130. Upon selection of services provided to a user and 
setting of a magnification ratio, the image processing appa 
ratus according to the present invention allows increasing 
output throughput and enhancing user-friendliness by deter 
mining a distribution of respective magnification ratios for 
the first image processing means and the second image pro 
cessing means in accordance with the selected service, 
thereby Subjecting the image data from the image reading 
means or the image storage means to magnification process 
ing by optimal image processing means, with an optimal 
magnification ratio, in accordance with the service provided 
to the user. 
I0131 Various modifications will become possible for 
those skilled in the art after receiving the teachings of the 
present disclosure without departing from the scope thereof. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An image processing apparatus, comprising: 
first image processing means for carrying out image pro 

cessing on image data from image reading means for 
reading an image of a document; 

image storage means for storing image data from said 
image reading means or said first image processing 
means, 

Second image processing means for carrying out image 
processing on image data from said image storage 
means, 

image output means for outputting image data from said 
first image processing means, said image storage means 
or said second image processing means; 

magnification processing means provided in said first 
image processing means and said second image process 
ing means, for Subjecting respective image data to mag 
nification processing: 

service selection means for selecting a service provided to 
a user, 

magnification ratio setting means for setting a magnifica 
tion ratio for image data; and 
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magnification ratio distribution determining means for, 
when a service is selected by said service selection 
means and a magnification ratio is set by said magnifi 
cation ratio setting means, determining a distribution of 
respective magnification ratios of said first image pro 
cessing means and said second image processing means 
in accordance with the selected service. 

2. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein when the service selected by said service selection 
means is a service relating to the output of image data, said 
magnification ratio distribution determining means deter 
mines a distribution of respective magnification ratios of said 
first image processing means and said second image process 
ing means so that magnification processing with the magni 
fication ratio set by said magnification ratio setting means is 
carried out in said first image processing means. 

3. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein when the service selected by said service selection 
means is a plurality of services relating to the output of image 
data, and the magnification ratios set by said magnification 
ratio setting means are all identical for each service, said 
magnification ratio distribution determining means deter 
mines a distribution of respective magnification ratios of said 
first image processing means and said second image process 
ing means so that magnification processing with the magni 
fication ratio set for each service is carried out in said first 
image processing means. 

4. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein when the service selected by said service selection 
means is a plurality of services relating to the output of image 
data, and the magnification ratios set by said magnification 
ratio setting means are different for each service, said mag 
nification ratio distribution determining means determines a 
distribution of respective magnification ratios of said first 
image processing means and said second image processing 
means so that magnification processing with the magnifica 
tion ratio set for each service is carried out in said second 
image processing means. 

5. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein when the service selected by said service selection 
means is a service for carrying out permanent storage while 
outputting image data, said magnification ratio distribution 
determining means determines a distribution of respective 
magnification ratios of said first image processing means and 
said second image processing means so that magnification 
processing with the magnification ratio set by said magnifi 
cation ratio setting means is carried out in said first image 
processing means. 

6. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein when the service selected by said service selection 
means is a service for carrying out permanent storage while 
outputting image data, said magnification ratio distribution 
determining means determines a distribution of respective 
magnification ratios of said first image processing means and 
said second image processing means so that magnification 
processing with the magnification ratio set by said magnifi 
cation ratio setting means is carried out in said second image 
processing means. 

7. The image processing apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said service selection means has means for selecting 
either said first image processing means or said second image 
processing means to carry out magnification processing upon 
selection of a service for carrying out permanent storage 
while outputting image data, and wherein when the service 
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selected by said service selection means is a service for car 
rying out permanent storage while outputting image data, said 
magnification ratio distribution determining means deter 
mines a distribution of respective magnification ratios of said 
first image processing means and said second image process 
ing means so that magnification processing with the magni 
fication ratio set by said magnification ratio setting means is 
carried out in said first image processing means or said second 
image processing means which is selected by said selection 
CaS. 

8. In a magnification ratio distribution determination 
method in an image processing apparatus having first image 
processing means for carrying out image processing on image 
data from image reading means for reading an image of a 
document, image storage means for storing image data from 
said image reading means or said first image processing 
means, second image processing means for carrying out 
image processing on image data from said image storage 
means, and image output means for outputting image data 
from said first image processing means, said image storage 
means or said second image processing means, 
when a service provided to a user is selected and a magni 

fication ratio is set, a distribution of respective magnifi 
cation ratios of said first image processing means and 
said second image processing means is determined in 
accordance with the selected service. 

9. The magnification ratio distribution determination 
method as claimed in claim 8, wherein when the selected 
service is a service for outputting image data, a distribution of 
respective magnification ratios of said first image processing 
means and said second image processing means is deter 
mined so that magnification processing with said set magni 
fication ratio is carried out in said first image processing 
CaS. 

10. The magnification ratio distribution determination 
method as claimed in claim 8, wherein when the selected 
service is a plurality of services relating to the output of image 
data, and said set magnification ratios are all identical for each 
service, a distribution of respective magnification ratios of 
said first image processing means and said second image 
processing means is determined so that magnification pro 
cessing with the magnification ratio set for each service is 
carried out in said first image processing means. 

11. The magnification ratio distribution determination 
method as claimed in claim 8, wherein when the selected 
service is a plurality of services relating to the output of image 
data, and said set magnification ratios are different for each 
service, a distribution of respective magnification ratios of 
said first image processing means and said second image 
processing means is determined so that magnification pro 
cessing with the magnification ratio set for each service is 
carried out in said second image processing means. 

12. The magnification ratio distribution determination 
method as claimed in claim 8, wherein when the selected 
service is a service for carrying out permanent storage while 
outputting image data, a distribution of respective magnifica 
tion ratios of said first image processing means and said 
second image processing means is determined so that mag 
nification processing with said set magnification ratio is car 
ried out in said first image processing means. 

13. The magnification ratio distribution determination 
method as claimed in claim 8, wherein when the selected 
service is a service for carrying out permanent storage while 
outputting image data, a distribution of respective magnifica 
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tion ratios of said first image processing means and said 
second image processing means is determined so that mag 
nification processing with said set magnification ratio is car 
ried out in said second image processing means. 

14. The magnification ratio distribution determination 
method as claimed in claim 8, wherein when the selected 
service is a service for carrying out permanent storage while 
outputting image data, a distribution of respective magnifica 
tion ratios of said first image processing means and said 
second image processing means is determined so that mag 
nification processing with said set magnification ratio is car 
ried out in said first image processing means or said second 
image processing means which is selected beforehand. 

15. A program for controlling an image processing appa 
ratus having first image processing means for carrying out 
image processing on image data from image reading means 
for reading an image of a document, image storage means for 
storing image data from said image reading means or said first 
image processing means, second image processing means for 
carrying out image processing on image data from said image 
storage means, and image output means for outputting image 
data from said first image processing means, said image Stor 
age means or said second image processing means, said pro 
gram comprising: 

a service selection function for selecting a service provided 
to a user, 

a magnification ratio setting function for setting a magni 
fication ratio for image data; and 

a magnification ratio distribution determining function for, 
when a service is selected by said service selection func 
tion and a magnification ratio is set by said magnifica 
tion ratio setting function, determining a distribution of 
respective magnification ratios of said first image pro 
cessing means and said second image processing means 
in accordance with the selected service. 

16. The program as claimed in claim 15, wherein when the 
service selected by said service selection function is a service 
relating to the output of image data, said magnification ratio 
distribution determining function determines a distribution of 
respective magnification ratios of said first image processing 
means and said second image processing means so that mag 
nification processing with the magnification ratio set by said 
magnification ratio setting function is carried out in said first 
image processing means. 

17. The program as claimed in claim 15, wherein when the 
service selected by said service selection function is a plural 
ity of services relating to the output of image data, and the 
magnification ratios set by said magnification ratio setting 
function are all identical for each service, said magnification 
ratio distribution determining function determines a distribu 
tion of respective magnification ratios of said first image 
processing means and said second image processing means 
so that magnification processing with the magnification ratio 
set for each service is carried out in said first image processing 
CaS. 

18. The program as claimed in claim 15, wherein when the 
service selected by said service selection function is a plural 
ity of services relating to the output of image data, and the 
magnification ratios set by said magnification ratio setting 
function are different for each service, said magnification 
ratio distribution determining function determines a distribu 
tion of respective magnification ratios of said first image 
processing means and said second image processing means 
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so that magnification processing with the magnification ratio 
set for each service is carried out in said second image pro 
cessing means. 

19. The program as claimed in claim 15, wherein when the 
service selected by said service selection function is a service 
for carrying out permanent storage while outputting image 
data, said magnification ratio distribution determining func 
tion determines a distribution of respective magnification 
ratios of said first image processing means and said second 
image processing means so that magnification processing 
with the magnification ratio set by said magnification ratio 
setting function is carried out in said first image processing 
CaS. 

20. The program as claimed in claim 15, wherein when the 
service selected by said service selection function is a service 
for carrying out permanent storage while outputting image 
data, said magnification ratio distribution determining func 
tion determines a distribution of respective magnification 
ratios of said first image processing means and said second 
image processing means so that magnification processing 
with the magnification ratio set by said magnification ratio 
setting function is carried out in said second image processing 
CaS. 

21. The program as claimed in claim 15, wherein said 
service selection function has a function for selecting either 
said first image processing means or said second image pro 
cessing means to carry out magnification processing upon 
selection of a service for carrying out permanent storage 
while outputting image data, and wherein when the service 
selected by said service selection function is a service for 
carrying out permanent storage while outputting image data, 
said magnification ratio distribution determining function 
determines a distribution of respective magnification ratios of 
said first image processing means and said second image 
processing means so that magnification processing with the 
magnification ratio set by said magnification ratio setting 
function is carried out in said first image processing means or 
said second image processing means which is selected by said 
selection function. 

22. A computer-readable recording medium in which a 
program is recorded, wherein in an image processing appa 
ratus having first image processing means for carrying out 
image processing on image data from image reading means 
for reading an image of a document, image storage means for 
storing image data from said image reading means or said first 
image processing means, second image processing means for 
carrying out image processing on image data from said image 
storage means, and image output means for outputting image 
data from said first image processing means, said image Stor 
age means or said second image processing means, the pro 
gram causes a computer for controlling the image processing 
apparatus to execute: 

a service selection function for selecting a service provided 
to a user, 

a magnification ratio setting function for setting a magni 
fication ratio for image data; and 

a magnification ratio distribution determining function for, 
when a service is selected by said service selection func 
tion and a magnification ratio is set by said magnifica 
tion ratio setting function, determining a distribution of 
respective magnification ratios of said first image pro 
cessing means and said second image processing means 
in accordance with the selected service. 
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