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Ta all whom it may concern: 

New Haven, in the county of New Haven and 
State of Connecticut, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Drinking-Foun 
tains; and I do hereby declare the following, 
when taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawings and the letters of reference 
marked thereon, to be a full, clear, and exact 
description of the same, and which said draw 
ings constitute part of this specification, and 
represent, in 
Figure 1, a side view, partially in section, 

of a fountain constructed in accordance with 
my invention; Fig. 2, a perspective view of 
the cup with the cap attached thereto re 
moved. 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in drinking-fountains-that is, devices for 
schools and other public places where the use 
of glasses or cups is to be avoided-the object 
of the invention being to increase the sani 
tary qualities of a fountain and to produce 
one in which the possibility of a drinker's 
face being injured by coming in contact with 
a portion of the fountain is avoided; and the 
invention consists in the construction as 
hereinafter described, and particularly re 
cited in the claims. 

Preferably, and as herein shown, the foun 
tain consists of a base 2, adapted to be se 
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cured in and rest upon the bottom of a sink 
or other convenient place. Rising from this 
base is an upright post 3, provided with a 
hollow head 4, with which connection is made 
to the source of water-supply. Above the 
head is a cup or shell 5, closed by a cap or 
plate 6, the cap or plate being substantially 
flat and provided with a central opening 7. 
The cap may be formed integral with the 
shell or formed independently thereof and se 
cured to the shell by screws S or other suit 
able means. Within the shell is a nozzle 9, 
from which water will be projected through 
the opening 7. In the supply-pipe.I prefer 
ably arrange a lock-valve 10, by which the 
force of water discharged from the fountain 
may be regulated, and, if desired, a cut-off 
valve 11 may be provided between the lock 
valve and the fountain, permitting the water 
to be cut off from the fountain, except when 

required for use. The supply-pipe may be 
Beit known that I, CHARLES H. SMITH, of connected with the service-pipe inside the 

point where a usual faucet 12 is attached, so 
that water may be drawn from the faucet in 
the usual manner and not interfere with or 
be affected by the use of the fountain. Wal 
ter being admitted to the fountain is dis 
charged through the opening 7 and falls over 
the surface of the cap, continually cleaning. 
that surface and removing all possible cause 
of infection. 
The fountain is used in the same way as 

all other fountains of this class-that is, the 
mouth is placed over the opening 7 or over 
the jet of water discharged through it, the 
surplus water falling over the edges of the 
cap into the sink, where it is carried off by 
the usual waste-pipe. 
By forming the cap flat or substantially flat 

there is no surface by which the face of a 
drinker can be injured if the face should 
come in forcible contact with the cap, either 
accidentally or otherwise. 
Having fully described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. In a drinking-fountain, the combination 
with a cup, of a cap secured thereto, said cap 
having an opening, and means for discharg 
ing a jet of Water through said opening, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. A drinking-fountain comprising a post, 
a cup mounted at the upper end thereof, said 
cup closed by a cap having a substantially 
flat surface and an opening therein, and 
means for discharging water through said 
opening, substantially as described. 

3. In a drinking-fountain, the combination 
with a post of a head secured thereto, a cup 
mounted on said head, a cap closing said cup 
and having a substantially flat surface and 
an opening therein, a nozzle in said cup, and 
means for discharging water through said 
nozzle, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof I have signed this 

specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

CHARLES H. SMITH. 
Witnesses: - 

FREDERIC C. EARLE, 
CLARA. L. WEED. 
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