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(54) Title: TOOL AND METHOD FOR ADJUSTING ORTHODONTIC EXPANSION SCREWS

(57) Abstract:  An adjusting tool
(300) and associated method of use
for turning orthodontic expansion
screws are described. The tool or
device (30) consists of a contra-angled
molded plastic handle or housing (38)
with a rotatable pin (40) at the distal
end for inserting into an expansion
screw located in a patient’s mouth.
The tool housing (38) is designed to
limit the angular rotation of the pin
(40) to the arc required for insertion
and subsequent activation of the
orthodontic screw. When rotated to
the position associated with screw
activation, the pin (40) is captured and
held in place by a locking mechanism
(90) which then requires the tool (30)
to be disengaged from the screw prior
to its removal from the patient’s mouth.
This feature eliminates the possibility
of reversing and deactivating the
expansion screw by pulling the
expansion key straight out of the
mouth. A manual release mechanism
(104) on the tool frees the pin (40) to

allow the pin to be rotated back to the insertion position. A built-in light (50) assists with sighting the end of the wire and the

insertion holes in the expansion screw.
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