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To all, whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN F. BROWN, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing in Provi 
dence, Providence county, Rhode Island, have 
invented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Shipping-Cans, fully described and repre 
sented in the following specification and the 
accompanying drawings, forming a part of the 
Sale, 

This invention relates to that class of cans 
in which a valve is placed upon the side, at 
the lower part of the same, in order that its 
contents may be drawn off without tipping 
the can, such construction being especially 
desirable in cans for fine varnish, upon the 
surface of which a skin forms when the same 
is opened or vented, and which skin is liable 
to be broken and particles of it discharged 
with the varnish if the same be poured from 
the top of the can. 
My invention belongs to that class of cans 

in which the valve is applied to the side with 
out projecting therefrom, and the invention 
consists in the combination specifically set 
forth herein. 
The nature of my invention will be under 

stood by reference to the drawings, Figure 1. 
showing a central vertical section of a can 
provided with my improved valve, Fig. 2 be 
ing a front view of such valve and its socket 
detached from the can, and Fig. 3 showing a 
can having my improved valve in perspective. 
A is the body of the can, B the ordinary in 

let for filling the same, C the socket, D the 
5 discharge-nozzle, and E the handle for open 

ng the valve when required. 
WF is the valve-chamber, formed as a hollow 
c, inder; g, the valve-seat formed around the 
valve inlet h, which is closed by a leather 
washer, i, applied to the end of a spring 
plunger, T. The plunger is pressed toward the 
seat by a spring, S, and is provided with a 
shank, K, extended through a cap, L, upon the 
frontend of thuchamber F, where it is supplied 
with a ring, E, to serve as a handle. 
The outlet T from the valve-chamber is 

formed upon its ower side near the Seat (, 
and the discharge, lozzle D is fitted to the 
chamber at such Ooint that When the plun 
ger J is retracted by pulling the handle E 

the inlet his opened and the outlet T simul 
taneously uncovered. The plunger J is closely 
fitted to the bore of the cylinder, to prevent 
the passage of the fluid into the same and its 
escape where the shank Kpasses through the 55 
cap L. The handle E, being in the form of a 
ring fitted loosely to a hole in the outer end 
of the shank, may be readily turned either 
upward or downward when the cans are 
packed So as to lie entirely within the recess 
formed by the socket C. The socket is pref. 
erably made of sheet - tin stamped into cup 
shape, With a flange, O, at its margin, and is 
formed of such size around the valve-cham 
ber and its nozzle that the lip of a tin measure 
or similar vessel may be inserted between the 
nozzle and the edge of the socket, and thus 
receive the fluid and prevent the same from 
dripping down upon the front of the can. 
When operating the valve, the ring E is 

turned outward, as shown in the same figure, 
So as to be readily grasped by the fingers, and 
the plunger pulled outward against the resist 
ance of the spring, which serves to automatic 
ally close the valve as soon as the ring is re 
leased. A finely - perforated screen, M, is 
shown applied to the base of the chamber 
around the valve-inleth, to prevent the egress 
of anything but clear warnish from the can 
in case the surface-skin or anythickened par 
ticles of the varnish may be floating in the 
Sale. 

By the construction thus described it is 
obvious that only the perfectly fluid varnish 
is drawn from the can, and without any agita 
tion of its contents, and that the valve auto 
matically closes when released by the opera 
tor and is held securely upon its seat until again 
retracted. 
The arrangement of the plunger, which is 

fitted Snugly to the valve-chamber behind the 
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leather Washer, prevents the access of the 
varnish in any considerable degree to the 
plunger or to the shank where the latter passes 
through the cap L. 
The arrangement of the plunger with refer 

ence to the Outlet-opening T also prevents the 
access of air to the valve-seat from such out 
let when the valve is not in use. 
The previous state of the art is illustrated 
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in United States Patents. Nos. 156,290 and 
203,672, such can-valves differing widely from 
my invention both in their construction and 
mode of operation. 
I therefore claim my invention in the fol 

lowing manner: 
The combination, with the interior of the 

tin socket C, of the valve-chamber F, provided 
IO 

with the opening T and spout D, and hav 
ing the seat g and inlet hat its inner end, the 
plunger J, fitted within the chamber outside 
of the seat, the cap L, secured upon the outer 

end of the chamber, the shank K, projected 
through the cap, the spring Sunder the cap, 
for pressing the valve toward the seat, and the 15 
ring E, fitted loosely to the shank for opening 
the valve, substantially as and for the pur 
pose set forth. . 

In testimony whereof Ihave hereunto set my 
hand in the presence of two subscribing wit 
leSSeS. 
Witnesses: JOHN E. BROWN. 

EDWIN C. PIERCE, 
RICHARD B. COMSTOCK. 
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