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Be it known that I, HARRY A. SMITH, a 
citizen of the United States, residing at 
Harrisburg, in the county of IDauphin and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new 
and useful Envelop-Opener, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to envelop openers 

of the type which are secured within the en 
velop and the object of the invention is to 
provide an opener which cannot be acci 
dentally removed from the envelop and 
which may be easily manipulated to open 
the envelop when so desired. 
The invention consists in certain novel fea 

tures which will be hereinafter first fully 
described and then particularly pointed out 
in the claim and all of which are illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings in which:- 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of an en 
velop closed and having my improved 
opener applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a rear ele 
vation of an envelop with the flap raised and 
parts broken away. Fig. 3 is an elevation 
showing the envelop partly opened. Fig. 4 
is a similar view showing the envelop fully 
opened and the opener free. Figs. 5 and 6 
are sectional views on the lines 5-5 and 6-6 of Fig. 1, respectively. 
The envelop 1 may be of any desired 

shape or size and is of the usual construc 
tion having bottom and end flaps, and a closing flap 2. 
In carrying out my invention, I employ a - 

loop 3 which may be made of cotton or linen 
thread or very fine wire or of any other suit 
able material which will be without any ap 
preciable weight, the loop being formed by 
doubling a suitable length of thread, as will 
be readily understood. The loop is placed 
within the folds of the envelop along one 
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gaged in a clip 4 of paper or similar mate 

end or side of the same with its ends project 
ing beyond the corner of the envelop. The 
inner extremity or bight of the loop is en 

rial by having one strand passed between 
the plies of the same, as shown in Figs. 2 
and 5, and the said plies of the clip are then 
secured together by means of any suitable 
adhesive, the clip with the retained strand 
of the loop being then permanently secured 
within the envelop at the corner of the same 
by means of an adhesive which will secure : 
it to the body of the envelop in the position 
shown in Fig. 2. The projecting free ends 
of the loop are bent backward over the edge 

under a clip 5 similar to the clip 4, which 
clip is folded over the edge of the envelop 
and secured to the opposite faces of the same 
by means of a suitable adhesive, the ex 
treme ends of the loop projecting freely 
from the inner edge of the said clip, as 
shown at 6 in Fig. 1. 
In the drawings, I have illustrated the 

opener as applied along the end of the en 
velop but it will be understood, of course, 
that the opener may be applied to either side 
of the envelop without any change in its con 
struction or operation. 
When it is desired to open an envelop pro 

vided with my improved device, the project 
ing ends 6 of the loop 3 are grasped and a 
slight pull exerted upon the same where 
upon the loop will be drawn through the 
fold Öf the retaining clip 5 toward the adja 
cent corner of the envelop, severing the said 
clip so as to leave the ends of the loop free. 
The pulling upon the loop being continued, 
the loop will then cut through the fold of 
the envelop and this cutting will extend to 
the opposite corner so as to completely open 
the end or side of the envelop and permit 
the removal of its contents. It will be ob 
served that the paper clips by which the 
ends of the loop are retained in position also 
serve to reinforce the corners of the en 
velop so as to prevent the accidental open 
ing of the envelop and as the thread is dou 
bled throughout the length of the opener, 
the severing or cutting of the body of the 
envelop may be performed without any lia 
bility of the thread breaking in the process 
and leaving the envelop Only partly opened. 
Furthermore, the free ends of the loop are 
secured in such manner as to project from 
the edge of the envelop in position to be 
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readily grasped by the finger's when it is de 
sired to open the envelop and at the same 
time are held away from the corner of the 
envelop so that there is no liability of the 
same being accidentally gripped and pulled 
when a bundle of letters is being handled. 
Moreover, the inner end or bight of the loop 
is secured in such a manner that it will be 
firmly held against withdrawal and with 
out liability of its becoming entangled with 
the contents of a letter so that the said con 
tents will not be injured when the envelop is opened. 
The device is exceedingly simple and may 

be applied to any form of envelop without 
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materially adding to the cost of the same or 
without in any way interfering with the free 
handling of the sealed envelop. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim is:- 
The combination with an envelop, of a re 

taining clip secured to the inner side of the 
envelop at one corner of the same and com 
posed of fragile material doubled on itself, 
a severing loop having its bight passing 
around the edge of the clip and one strand 
passing between the plies of the clip, the 
said loop extending along one edge of the 
envelop and lying within the fold of said 
edge and the extremity of the loop project 
ing through the meeting edge of the envelop 
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and doubled back against the edge within 
which it is inclosed, and a securing clip of 
fragile material folded over the edge of the 
envelop and the doubled back portion of 
the severing loop and secured to the sides 
of the envelop, the extreme end of the loop 
being free and projecting from that edge of 
said clip which is distant from the corner of 
the envelop. . . . 
In testimony that claim the foregoing as 

my own, have hereto affixed my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses, HARRY A. SyTH. 

Witnesses: 
Jose PH. E. FosNoT, 
MARSHALL W. TAYLOR. 
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