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To all whom it may concerm:
Be it known that I, HENRY EPPELSHEIMER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at New
York,in the county of New York and State
5 of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Means for Obtaining
Access to Fires in Buildings, of which the fol-
iowing is a specification. . .
Heretofore in the event of fire ocearring in
10 a closed building the firemen, in order to ob-
tain access, would break in either windows or
doors, or both, to gainadmittance for the hose-
nozzle. The disadvantage of this procedure
is that a draft of air is at once admitted, which
13 greatly increases the flames.
This invention therefore relates to a fire-
hose port or opening for the walls of build-
ings, the object of which is to provide aready

nmeans of access in case of fire for the pipe of

20 fire-hose, the construction being such that
while the hose-nozzle may readily be entered
through the wall,the opening will not belarge
enough to admit any great volume of air to
angment the flames within.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which Figurelis aview
of a building, showing the hose-nozzle ports
applied to the walls.
one form of the port. Tig. 3is an end view of
the same. Fig. 4 is a section of -a wall and a
port in position in the wall. Tig. 5is a sec-
tion of a wall and a port of modified con-
struction.

The hose-nozzle ports consist of small open-
> ings in the wall A and closed by glass plates

@. The size of the opening may vary accord-
ing to the thicknessof the wall. Forinstance,
for a nine-inch wall the opening may be from
four to six inches in diameter, and forthicker
40 walls the size of the opening may be in-
creased, the object being tohave the size suf-
ficient to admit thehose-nozzle,and also afford

a sight or inspection of the fire, but to avoid
having the port so large as to admit any con-

45 siderable air-draft. It will be seen, also, that
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these ports are too small to afford an entrance
for thieves.
The construction of the fire-hose port com-
prises a frame, tube, or thimble, B, having a
5o neck of any suitable shape tofit tight in the

Fig. 2 is a side view of"

opening in the wall, and having a rabbet, b,

to receive the glass @, which may be secured

to its position in any suitable or convenient
manner—for instance, by putty, e. The tube,
frame, or thimble B may be made of wood, 53
metal, or stone.

In Fig. 5 the port is shown as comprising a
short neck, d, which fits in the wall-opening
far enough to secure it to its position, and the
glass g,attached to the said neck,is flush with
the surface of the wall. A metal neck and a
glass of this form may be fitbed in the opening
ab either one or hoth sides of the wall,

The preferred way of constructing the fire-
port is shown in Iig. 4. Here a tube, B, 65
passes through the wall A, and said tube con-
stibutes theopening through the wall. At each
end of the tube a glass plate, ¢, is attached,
and said glasses are flush with the outer and
inner surfaces of the wall, respectively. The
two glasses thus separated inclose the space
through the wall and prevent the acecumula.
tion in the tube or openiong of dirt, and thus
the tube or opening in the wall is kept in the
most favorable condition for inspecting a fire 75
and for admitting a hose-nozzle. Amnother
advantage of two glasses with a space be-
tween is that in case of fire if one be acci-
dentally broken the other will keep the open-
ing closed.

In the event of fire in a building thus pro-
vided the glazed fire-ports will afford a suf-
ficient inspection to enable the firemen to lo-
cate the fire, and then with the end of the
hose-pipe nozzle the glass may be punched
out and thehose-pipe introduced for throwing
water.

I am aware that a door has been provided
with a peep-tube having at each end glasses,
the outer one being of colored glass, the in-
ner glass being covered with a pivoted disk;
also, that said peep-tube is made tapering at
its outer end, so that it can be wedged in an
opening or hole of a door, and I do not claim
such a device, my construction of a tube be- g5
ing substantially of a uniform diameter and
of a length corresponding to the thickness of
the wall in which it is designed to be inserted,
for the purpose herein described.

Having described my invention, T claim and 100
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desire to secure by Letters Patentof the United | glazing, and unobstructed by other covering, -
States— as and for the purposes set forth. 10

In a building, the wall thereof provided In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
with a port or ports, as described, said ports | the presence of two witnesses.

5 being of a size adapted to admit a hose-nozzle HENRY EPPELSHEIMER.
and permit inspection of a fire within and ex- Witnesses:
clude free drafts of air, said ports being also JOHN E. MORRIS,
normally closed by a frangible and translucent JNo. T. MADDOX.




