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" ELECTRIC-CORD ADJUSTER.

: SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 752,696, dated February 23, 1904.
Application filed May 23,1903, Serial No, 168,633, (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, JonaTHAN E. MASTER-
SON, a citizen of the United States, residing at
Spokane, in the county of Spokane and State
of Washington, have invented a new and use-
ful Electric-Cord Adjuster, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention is an improvement in elec-
tric-cord adjusters, the object being to take
up the surplus length of the cord when it is
desired to shorten same and to permit the part
so taken up to unwind from a suitable roller
when it is desired to lengthen the cord. Iam
aware of -the fact that other forms of adjust-
ers have been used. The common manner of
constructing these adjusters or incandescent-
light hangers is to pass the cord entirely

through them and by sliding the hanger on

the cord to wind or unwind an intermediate
portion of the cord upon a spool.
My invention consists in providing separate

cords, the adjuster forming the connecting--

link between the cords, one of which only is
wound or unwound upon the spool, thereby
simplifying the operation and construction.

My invention also consists in the novel fea-
tures of construction and combination of parts
hereinafter described, particularly pointed
out in the claims, and shown in the accompa-
nying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my ad-
juster connected to an incandescent-light bulb
and socket. Fig. 2 is a vertical section taken
diametrically through the adjuster. Fig. 3is
a perspective view of an insulating-strip on
the side of the adjuster. Fig. 4 is a perspec-
tive view of one of the supporting-arms. Fig.
5 is a longitudinal section through the upper
Fig. 6 is a de-
tail view, partly in section, showing the means
for locking the spool against rotation.

In the construction of one of my adjusters
I employ a-cylindrical casing A, having a hub
B. The hubis hollow, open at each end, and
formed of some suitable insulating material
and is perforated on one side, as at B/, mid-
way its ends. A flanged spool C is revolubly
mounted on the hub, and an annular recess C'
is formed on each side of the spool, said recess

5o encircling the hub. In each recess is ar-

ranged a coiled spring C?, one end of which
is fastened to the spool, the opposite end be-
ing secured to the hub. A bore C®is formed
in the spool between the flanges, said bore be-~
ing adapted to register with the perforation
B’ of the hub. Metal plugs D are threaded
into each end of the hub B, and a cord D' is
passed through the top.of the casing, the cord
comprising the usual double strand and is con-
ducted through the bore C® and perforation

B’ and the strands separated in the hub, each -

strand being attached to the inner end of one
of the plugs. The plugs project from the cas-
ing, and over these projecting ends and also
over the projecting ends of ‘the hub fits the
upper enlarged portion of the insulating-
strips E. Fitting over each strip is a sup-
porting-arm F, curved longitudinally. The
upper portion of each arm terminates in a
bowl-shaped enlargement, and a collar F* is
connected to the bowl by a neck portion F?
the neck being bent upon itself, so that the
collar will depend opposite to the concaved
face of the bowl portion. . The collar fits over
the extreme outer end of one of the plugs,
and the arm extends downward, covering
the strip E, a channel being formed between
the arm and the strip. At its lower end each
arm is connected to a suitable base F*, upon
which the casing A rests. These arms are
preferably made of some non-conducting ma-
terial, though, if desired, they may be made
of other material and lined with soime insulat-
ing material. Within the bowl F issecured
a spring F°, one end of which is adapted to
contact with the outer end of one of the plugs,
and the other end of the spring has a wire F°
attached to it, these wires being carried down-
ward between the arms and the strips E and
through the base into the usual socket to
which the incandescent-light bulb is secured.
On one side of the spool are arranged an an-
nular series of perforations C. Anaperture
A’ is formed in the casing, and within the cas-
ing is pivoted a compound curved lever C°,
having a button at one end which projects out-
wardly through the aperture A’, and at its op-
posite end the lever carries an inwardly-pro-
jecting pin C7, adapted to engage the perfora-
tions C* and normally held in engagement
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with one of said perforations by a spring C%-

The springs C* being wound when placed in
position by pressing the button C’, the pin C"
will be withdrawn from engagement with the

" perforations C*, the springs rotating the spool

and winding the cord D' thereon. When the
desired length of cord has been wound upon
the spool, the button is released and the spring
C* will lock the pin in engagement with one
of the perforations C* and hold the spool
against rotation. :

In drawing out the cord the rotation of the

 spool will be in the opposite direction and
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will rewind the springs.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A device of the kind described compris-
ing a stationary casing, the base of said cas-
ing being secured to the socket of an incan-
descent-light bulb, a hollow hub through the
casing, plugs arranged in the ends of the hub,
a spool adapted to rotate on said hub, a cord
comprising a plurality of strands said cord
passing through the casing and spool into the
hub and having its strands separated within
the hub, and connected to the plugs, springs
contacting at one end with the outer ends of
the plugs, wires leading from the said springs
to the socket, means for rotating the spool
and means for locking it against rotation.

9. A device of the kind described compris-

52,696

ing a cylindrical casing having a hollow pér-
forated hub, plugs projecting outwardly from

-each end of the hub, a spool rotating on the

hub and_transversely perforated to register
with the perforation of the hub, channel-ways
formed on the exterior of the casing, an insu-
lated cord passing through the casing and
through the perforations of the spool and hub
into the latter, said cord separating within
the hub into strands, the ends of which con-
tact with the inner ends of the plugs, and in-
sulated wires leading from the outer ends of
the plugs through the channel-ways.

3. A device of the kind described compris-
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ing a.casing having an insulated hollow hub |

portion, a spring-actuated spool rotating on
said hub, metal plugs fitting in each end of
the hub and extending outward, insulating-
strips arranged on the exterior of the casing
and fitting on the projecting ends of the hubs,
longitudinally - curved arms covering said
strips and having bowl-shaped portions cov-
ering the ends of the plugs, electrical conduc-
tors extending through the casing and spool
into the hub and contacting with the inner
ends of the plugs, and electrical conductors
arranged between the strips and arms and con-
tacting with the outer ends of the plugs.
JONATHAN E. MASTERSON.
‘Witnesses:
H. Wispom,
J. R. MASTERSON.
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