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To all whom it may concerry:

Beitknown that I, JouN HENRI FISCHER, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Bur-
lington, in the county of Des Moines and
State of Iowa, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Violin-Mutes; and I
do declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact deseription of the invention, such
as willenable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

The invention relates to violin-mutes.

The object of the invention is to provide a
device of this character which shall be simple
of construction, durable in use, compara-
tively inexpensive of production, and which
may be easily and conveniently operated by
the chin of the performer, who may lock the
damper in contact with and unlock it from
the bridge by a slight lateral movement of
his head. )

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists of certain novel features
of construction, combination, and arrange-
ment of parts, which will be hereinafter more
fully described, and pointed.out in the ap-
pended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a portion of a violin,
illustrating the application of my invention
thereto. Iig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional
view through the mute. Fig. 3is a cross-sec-
tional view; and Fig. 4 is a top plan view of

- a portion of the chin-lever, showingit locked
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in its depressed position by the catch.

In the drawings, 1 denotes the belly of the
violin, 2 the bridge, and 3 the tailpiece. Se-
cured to the failpiece is the base-plate 4of a
mute. . This base-plateis provided with mar-
ginal guide - flanges 5, arranged to form a
dovetailed groove 6, within which is mounted
to slide a frame 7, provided with parallel side
pieces 8 and a catech 9, havinga laterally-pro-
Jecting head 10.

11 denotes the damper-lever, pivoted at 12
between the side pieces of the frame and pro-
vided with a longitudinal adjustable damper
13, the shank 14 of which has a teléscopic
connection with the lever 11 and is held in
adjusted position by a set-screw 15, '

16 denotes a chin-lever pivoted at 17 be-
tween the side pieces of the frame and hav-

ing its extreme inner end loosely connected
with the extreme inner end of the damper-le-
ver, preferably by pin-and-slot connection,
as shown. The gpring 18 is arranged to ele-
vate the free end of the chin-lever, and in do-
ing so also elevates the damper from engage-

‘ment with the strings in engagment on the

bridge. When the performer desiresto ap-
ply the damper with his chin, he presses
down upon the shifting lever, which forces
the damper down upon the strings and
against the bridge of the violin, and if he de-
sires to allow the damper to remain in that

position by a slight lateral movement of his

head he shifts the edge of the chin-lever un-
der the lug 10 of the catch, in which position
the damper will be held in engagement with
the bridge. A slight movement of the per-
former in the opposite direction will disen-
gage the chin-lever from the lug 10, and the
spring will elevate both the chin-lever and
the damper. The parts may be constructed
of any sunitable material. .

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction, mode of operation, and ad-
vantages of my invention will be readily un-
derstood without requiring a more extended
explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and details of construction may be made
within the scope of the invention without de-
parting from the spirit or saecrificing any of
the advantages thereof.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. In a violin-mute, the combination with
the pivoted chin-lever and the pivoted dam-
per-leverloosely connected together,of means
for elevating the outer ends of each lever, and
a catch adapted to engage one of said levers
when said levers are depressed and lock said
levers in depressed position, substantially as
set forth.

2. The combination with a plate adapted
to be secured to the tailpiece of the violin and
provided with dovetailed grooves, of a frame
slidably mounted in said grooves, a chin-le-
ver pivoted in said frame, adamper-lever piv-

oted in said frame, said levers having their

55

6o

70

75

8o

85

Q0

100



2 , 689,475

inner ends united by a pin-and-slot connec- In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
tion, a spring for elevating the free ends of | my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
said levers, a catch with which one of said le- | nesses.

vers is adapted to be engaged whereby both J. HENRI FISCHER.
5 of said levers may be locked in depressed po- Witnesses:
sition, and a damper carried by the damper- FRANK W. CHAMBERLIN,

lever, substantially as set forth. CHas. J. DUMMERLER.




