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(57) ABSTRACT 

An ink flow control device for a printer having at least one 
print head includes a main body, an ink flow passage formed 
at least in part in the main body and constructed and 
arranged to communicate a Supply of ink with a print head, 
a diaphragm carried by the main body and defining at least 
part of a pressure receiving chamber on one side of the 
diaphragm that forms part of the ink flow passage and a 
reference chamber on the other Side of the diaphragm, a 
Valve operably connected to the diaphragm and being moved 
by the diaphragm to control ink flow through the ink flow 
passage. 
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INK FLOW CONTROL DEVICE FOR INKJET 
TYPE PRINTER 

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

0001) Applicant claims priority of Japanese patent appli 
cation, Serial No. 2003-071,930, filed Mar. 17, 2003. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The present invention relates generally to an inkjet 
type printer and more particularly to an ink flow control 
device for ink Supplied from an ink cartridge to a print head. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0003. An inkjet type printer includes an inkjet print head 
for discharging ink as ink droplets, and an ink cartridge for 
Storing ink to be Supplied to the print head. A mechanism is 
required between the print head and the ink cartridge to 
control or meter the flow of ink to the print head. The 
discharge of ink from the print head causes pressure pulsa 
tions that can affect ink flow from the cartridge to the print 
head, as can the movement and acceleration of the print head 
while printing. In addition, the change in print head pressure 
resulting from consumption of ink within the ink cartridge, 
among Still other factors, affects the ink flow in the printer. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0004. An ink flow control device for a printer having at 
least one print head includes a main body, an ink flow 
passage formed at least in part in the main body and 
constructed and arranged to communicate a Supply of ink 
with a print head. A diaphragm carried by the main body 
defines at least part of a preSSure receiving chamber on one 
Side of the diaphragm that forms part of the ink flow passage 
and a reference chamber on the other Side of the diaphragm. 
A valve is moved by the diaphragm to control the flow of ink 
to the print head. 
0005. In one presently preferred embodiment, the valve 
includes a valve Seat with a bore defining a portion of the ink 
flow passage and a valve head movable relative to and 
Selectively engageable with the valve Seat to at least Sub 
stantially restrict ink flow through the bore when the valve 
head is engaged with the valve Seat. The valve head is 
moved relative to the valve seat by movement of the 
diaphragm to control ink flow through the ink flow passage. 
0006 The ink flow control device preferably momen 
tarily Suppresses abnormal pressure variation in the ink flow 
passage that communicates an ink cartridge with a print head 
So as to discharge adequate ink droplets from the print head 
over a wide range of operating conditions. The device may 
also be calibrated So that the change in head pressure 
resulting from consumption of ink is absorbed or attenuated 
to reduce or eliminate the affect on printing performance as 
the level or Volume of ink in an ink cartridge changes. The 
device preferably also includes an oblong or oval filter that 
provides increased surface area for ink filtration. The filter 
preferably includes a Set or Seal ring having an inner ring and 
an outer ring connected to the inner ring. The inner and outer 
rings locate the filter and provide an air-tight Seal. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0007. These and other objects, features and advantages of 
the present invention will be apparent from the following 
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detailed description of the preferred embodiments and best 
mode, appended claims and accompanying drawings in 
which: 

0008 FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing an ink flow 
control device according to one presently preferred embodi 
ment of the invention; 

0009 FIG. 2 is a front sectional view taken on line 2-2 
of FIG. 1, showing the ink flow control device; 
0010 FIG. 3 is a front sectional view taken on line 3-3 
of FIG. 1, showing the ink flow control device; 
0011 FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a filter used in the 
ink flow control device; and 

0012 FIG. 5 is a perspective view of inner and outer set 
rings used in the ink flow control device. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

0013 Referring in more detail to the drawings, FIGS. 1 
and 2 illustrate one presently preferred embodiment of an 
ink flow control device for an inkjet type printer. The ink 
flow control device has a main body including a first cover 
plate 28, a first base plate 4, an intermediate or Second base 
plate 6, a third base plate 14, and a Second cover plate 29, 
preferably fastened together, Such as by a plurality of Screws 
or bolts 30. An ink supply needle 1 is positioned so that it 
may be inserted into an ink cartridge (not shown) and is 
provided with a hollow ink passage 3 having an ink inlet 2 
at one end projecting toward the ink cartridge. The other end 
of the ink Supply needle 1 is mounted on the first base plate 
4, and the hollow ink passage 3 is opened to a filtration front 
chamber 5 provided on the base plate 4. 
0014) A filtration chamber 7 is provided opposite to the 
filtration front chamber 5 on the intermediate base plate 6, 
and a preferably generally oblong, oval or elliptical filter 8 
is held between the filtration front chamber 5 and the 
filtration chamber 7 (between the first and second base plates 
4, 6). Adjacent to the peripheral edge of elliptical filter 8, a 
complementarily shaped Set ring 9 preferably having an 
inner ring 10 and an outer ring 11 is mounted between the 
intermediate base plate 6 and first base plate 4. AS shown in 
FIGS. 2 and 3, the inner ring 10 preferably has in cross 
Section a larger diameter than does the outer ring 11. 
Leakage between the base plate 4 and the intermediate plate 
6 is prevented by the outer ring 11 of the set ring 9. As best 
shown in FIG. 5, the inner ring 10 and the outer ring 11 are 
preferably integrally attached by a connecting piece or web 
12. A passage 13 formed between the intermediate base plate 
6 and the third base late 14 has one end communicating with 
the filtration chamber 7 and the other end communicating 
with a valve operating chamber 15. 
0015 The intermediate base plate 6 is provided with a 
valve seat 16 adjacent to the valve operating chamber 15, 
and a pressure receiving chamber 17 is provided opposite to 
the valve operating chamber 15 with the valve seat 16 
therebetween. The peripheral edge of a diaphragm 18 that 
closes and defines in part the pressure receiving chamber 17 
is received and retained between the intermediate base plate 
6 and the first base plate 4 preferably providing an air tight 
Seal between the plates 4., 6. A Support plate 19 is connected 
to the center of the diaphragm 18, and a stem 32 of a valve 



US 2004/0183872 A1 

body 20 of a pressure regulating valve is Supported on the 
support plate 19. A spring 21 Surrounds the stem 32 of the 
valve body 20 and is disposed between the support plate 19 
and the valve seat 16. 

0016. In one presently preferred embodiment, the stem 
32 of the preSSure regulating valve 20 extends through an 
opening of the valve Seat 16, and an enlarged valve head 34 
formed on the end of the Stem 32 that is Selectively engage 
able with the valve seat 16 in the area of the opening. An 
atmospheric reference chamber 22 is defined in part on one 
Side of the diaphragm 18 opposite the preSSure receiving 
chamber 17 and communicates with the ambient environ 
ment through an atmospheric vent hole 25. A spring 23 is 
preferably disposed between the diaphragm 18 and the end 
wall of the reference chamber 22, and more preferably, 
between an adjustment Screw 24 threadedly engaged with 
the first base plate 4. An ink passage 26 is formed between 
the intermediate base plate 6 and the third base plate 14. One 
end of the ink passage 26 communicates with the preSSure 
receiving chamber 17, and the other end of the ink passage 
26 is adapted to communicate with a print head through a 
connecting pipe or connector 27. 
0.017. When the print head is not printing, the diaphragm 
18 is displaced upward (as viewed in FIGS. 1 and 2) to 
place the valve head 34 of the pressure regulating valve 20 
in contact with the valve seat 16 to close or block the 
opening through the valve Seat 16 which defines part of the 
ink flow passage and prevent the valve operating chamber 
15 from communicating with the pressure receiving cham 
ber 17. When a decreased preSSure or vacuum signal is 
provided to the pressure receiving chamber 17 Such as is 
caused by a flow of ink when the print head is printing, the 
diaphragm 18 is displaced downward (as viewed in FIGS. 
1 and 2), the valve head 34 of the valve body 20 is moved 
away from the opening of the valve Seat 16, ink in the valve 
operating chamber 15 flows into the pressure receiving 
chamber 17 via the opening of the valve seat 16 and further 
flows to the print head via the flow passage 26 and the 
connecting pipe 27. 
0.018. As described above in this presently preferred 
embodiment, the pressure receiving chamber 17, including 
the diaphragm 18, is provided in the ink passage and the 
preSSure regulating valve 20 opens and closes the ink 
passage in response to the displacement of the diaphragm 
18. Since the pressure receiving chamber 17 is provided in 
the ink passage, the apparatus can be made more compact in 
size, and Since the ink passage is blocked or closed in the 
non-printing State and Vacuum pressure caused by a flow of 
ink resulting from printing operation is Sensed to open the 
ink passage only at the time of printing, the influence of 
acceleration caused by the displacement of the print head 
can be reduced or eliminated. 

0.019 Since a change in head pressure interiorly of the 
ink cartridge resulting form consumption of ink is also 
absorbed in the pressure receiving chamber 17, the printing 
performance is not affected as the level or Volume of ink in 
the ink cartridge changes. And Since the filter 8 has an 
elliptical shape, the filtration area can be made large to 
enhance the filtration of ink. 

0020 Since in this presently preferred embodiment the 
filter 8 is mounted and held by the inner ring 10 of the set 
ring 9, and airtightness or Seal is ensured by the outer ring 
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11, the set ring 9 performs both a filter holding function and 
Sealing function. This facilitates assembly Since both func 
tions are accomplished by a Single, unitary part. 
0021. The force for closing the pressure regulating valve 
is determined at least in part by the load of the spring 21. The 
force for opening the pressure regulating valve is determined 
by vacuum preSSure generated at the time of the printing 
operation, the preSSure receiving Surface area of the dia 
phragm 18, and a combined or net force or load of the 
SpringS 21, 23 acting on the opposed Surfaces of the dia 
phragm 18. The combined load of the Springs can preferably 
be adjusted from outside of the device. In this presently 
preferred embodiment, the load of the Springs can be 
adjusted by advancing or retracting the adjustment Screw 24. 
0022. Since the loads of the pair of springs 21, 23 are 
exerted on opposed faces of the diaphragm 18 they tend to 
negate or offset each other, and the combined or net load is 
preferably Set with the load at an intermediate position of the 
individual Springs, with the advantage that unevenness of 
the combined load is lessened. 

1. An ink flow control device for a printer having at least 
one print head, comprising: 

a main body; 
an ink flow passage formed at least in part in the main 
body and communicating a Supply of ink with a print 
head; 

a diaphragm carried by the main body and defining at least 
part of a preSSure receiving chamber on one Side of the 
diaphragm that forms part of the ink flow passage and 
a reference chamber on the other Side of the diaphragm, 
a portion of the diaphragm being movable in generally 
opposed directions tending to increase and decrease the 
Volume of the pressure receiving chamber in response 
to a differential force acroSS the diaphragm; 

a valve including a valve Seat with a bore defining a 
portion of the ink flow passage, a valve head movable 
relative to and Selectively engageable with the valve 
Seat to at least Substantially restrict ink flow through the 
bore when the valve head is engaged with the valve Seat 
and to permit ink flow through the bore when the valve 
head is not engaged with the valve Seat, the valve head 
being moved relative to the valve seat by movement of 
the diaphragm to control ink flow through the ink flow 
passage at least in part by the movement of the dia 
phragm. 

2. The ink flow control device of claim 1 wherein the 
Valve includes a valve stem coupled at one end to the 
diaphragm, extending through the bore of the valve Seat and 
coupled to the valve head so that the valve head and 
diaphragm are on opposed sides of the valve Seat. 

3. The ink flow control device of claim 1 further com 
prising a Spring providing a force on the diaphragm to 
yieldably bias the diaphragm in a first direction. 

4. The ink flow control device of claim 3 wherein the 
Spring is disposed in the reference chamber. 

5. The ink flow control device of claim 4 further com 
prising an adjustable member carried by the main body and 
being movable to vary the Spring force acting on the 
diaphragm. 

6. The ink flow control device of claim 5 wherein the 
adjustable member is threadedly carried by the main body so 
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that it engages one end of the Spring and can be advanced 
and retracted to change the Spring force acting on the 
diaphragm. 

7. The ink flow control device of claim 3 wherein the 
Spring is disposed in the pressure receiving chamber and 
yieldably biases the diaphragm in a direction tending to 
increase the Volume of the pressure receiving chamber. 

8. The ink flow control device of claim 2 which also 
comprises a Spring disposed around the valve Stem in the 
preSSure receiving chamber to yieldably bias the diaphragm 
in a direction increasing the Volume of the pressure receiv 
ing chamber. 

9. The ink flow control device of claim 4 which also 
comprises a Spring disposed in the pressure receiving cham 
ber and yieldably biasing the diaphragm with the force of the 
Spring in the pressure receiving chamber tending to offset at 
least in part the force applied to the diaphragm by the Spring 
in the reference chamber. 

10. The ink flow control device of claim 1 which also 
comprises a filter carried by the main body and having an 
inner ring bounding the filter area and an Outer ring Spaced 
from the inner ring and connected to the inner ring by a 
connecting piece. 

11. The ink flow control device of claim 10 wherein the 
main body includes a first base plate and a Second base plate 
with the filter trapped between the first base plate and second 
base plate So that the Outer ring provides an air-tight Seal 
between the first base plate and Second base plate. 

12. The ink flow control device of claim 11 wherein the 
inner ring is trapped between the first base plate and the 
second base plate to locate the filter relative to the first base 
plate and Second base plate. 

13. The ink flow control device of claim 10 wherein the 
filter is oblong. 

14. The ink flow control device of claim 10 wherein the 
filter is disposed upstream of the valve. 

15. The ink flow control device of claim 1 wherein the 
preSSure receiving chamber is disposed between the end of 
the ink flow passage communicated with the print head and 
the valve Seat So that preSSure changes at Said end of the ink 
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flow passage communicated with the print head are com 
municated to the preSSure receiving chamber even if the 
Valve head is engaged with the valve Seat. 

16. The ink flow control device of claim 15 wherein a 
decrease in pressure in the pressure receiving chamber 
causes the diaphragm to move in a direction reducing the 
Volume of the pressure receiving chamber to move the valve 
head away from the valve Seat and permit ink flow through 
the bore of the valve seat. 

17. The ink flow control device of claim 1 which also 
comprises a hole in the main body communicating the 
reference chamber with the ambient environment. 

18. An ink flow control device for a printer having at least 
one print head, comprising: 

a main body; 

an ink flow passage formed at least in part in the main 
body and communicating a Supply of ink with a print 
head; 

a diaphragm carried by the main body and defining at least 
part of a preSSure receiving chamber on one Side of the 
diaphragm that forms part of the ink flow passage and 
a reference chamber on the other Side of the diaphragm, 
a portion of the diaphragm being movable in generally 
opposed directions tending to increase and decrease the 
Volume of the pressure receiving chamber in response 
to a differential force acroSS the diaphragm; and 

a valve controlling the flow of ink through the ink flow 
passage to the print head and operably connected to the 
diaphragm for movement by the diaphragm to permit 
ink flow to the print head when the print head is 
operating to discharge ink for printing and to at least 
Substantially restrict ink flow when the print head is not 
printing in response to changes in preSSure produced by 
operation of the print head and applied through the ink 
to the diaphragm. 

k k k k k 


