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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DE LANA SHEPLIE, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Ladies’ Bonnets, of which
the following is a specification.

My improvement relates to ladies’ bonnets;
and 1t consists in anew method of making the
margins of thesame, the object of the invention
being to produce a finished hat or bonnet hav-
ing a neater, more tasteful, and better and
more easily finished edge than heretofore.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a ver-
tical section of a bonnet made according to
my improvement. Fig. 2representsthemeth-
od of joining the binding of the bonnet-frame
together at its ends. Fig. 3 is a transverse
section of Fig. 2.

A is the part commonly called the ‘‘{rame’’
of the bonnet, made of suitable material—such
as ‘‘rice-lace,”” ‘‘marley,” or ‘“‘buckram,’’ so

- called—Dbeing pressed into shape inamold un-

der heat, and having the requisite stiffness to

take and hold the necessary shape and support.

the outer covering of velvet or silk. Bisthe
outer covering, made of such velvet or silk. -

In order to give additional stiffness to the
frame A, it has heretofore been customary to
bind or fasten a wire all aroundits outer edge,
which wire was necessarily made small and
light. This wire did not, however, possess
the necessary size to form an edge over which
the outer covering would fold and look like a
roll, because the wire must be made far too
heavy and clumgy if of such size. To over-
come this difficulty it has been customary for
milliners to first cover the edge of the frame
and attached wire with a number of folds or
thicknesses of thin fabrie, extending from the
inside over this edge and onto the outside of
the frame, and sew the same in place before
putting on the outside covering of silk or vel-
vet. This gave to theedge a thickness which
greatly improved the appearance of the out-
side covering; bub it required considerable
skill and eare to apply these intermediate
folds or thicknesses over the edge of the frame
and wire, as described, to give a smooth foun-
dation or edge and prevent the outside cover-
ing when laid over the same from appearing
bunched and clumsy from the rolled-over ap-
pearance not being on the edge only. At the
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| best, it required considerable material in the

layers of thin fabric, and there was consider-
able waste in cutting and trimming the same
to fit. Thewired, I havecovered with abraid-
ed tube, ¢, or one woven of several plies of
yarn, or with comparatively light and bulky
cord, making this tube of covering fabric of
sufficient diameter, when attached thereto, to
form the edge of the bonnet-frame, over and
upon which the outer covering of silk or vel-
vet of the completed bonnet is to be directly
laid. T then sew this roll of covered wire on
the edge of the frame A, and put the silk or
velvet outer cover directly over and upon the
frame and its covered edge wire. Inasmuch
as thelatter is directly at the edge of the frame,
and the covering-tube fits the wire closely, lit-
tle skill is needed to fit the outside covering
to have it lie smoothly on and over this woven
tube at the edge of the frame, and there is no
time, trouble, taste, or skill or material ex-
pended in the operation of covering the wire
and edge with other material before the outer
covering of the bonnet can be applied.

I amaware that covered wirehasbeensewed
onto the edges of hafs in various ways to form
a finished edge; but such covered wire was for
the purpose of forming the finish of the edge
of the completed hat, and did not possess the
requisite diameter or bulk and lightness at the
edge to permit of a cover being laid thereover
and thereon to produce the effect I obtain, and
such hats were not themselves the same article
as a bonnet-frame of rice-lace or other equiva-
lent material known and used as a foundation
for bonnets to be made upon, as described.
Owing to the diameter of the woven jacket ¢
outside of the wire d, I am unable to lap the
ends of thie jacket and wire past each other, as
has heretofore been done with covered wire
attached to the edges of hats to finish them,
and I therefore abut the ends of the jacket and
wire against each other where the same are
cut off and close around them the thin sheet-
clasp e, which reaches inwardupon the frame
A, and is secured to the frame in a suitable
manner to cause it to clasp the jacket and wire
more tightly and hold the ends of the thread
with which the wire is sewed on. The outer
covering, B, of the bonnef is carried over this
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clasp, and effectually covers and conceals the

same when the bonnet is completed.



‘What I claim as new and of my invention
is—

1. The combmatlon of the bonnet flame A,
of rice-lace’or other similar mabenal the wire

"5 d, covered with a woven tubular Jacket ¢, at-

I0

tached to the edge of said frame, and the outer
or finishing fabrlc B, laid over and upon said
frame and jacket in the form of a roll, sub-

stantially as described.

2. "The combination of the bonnet- frame A,
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the covered wire d, attached to theedgethere-
of and having its ends brought together, and
the clasp e, closed around the abutting ends of
said wire d and its covering, substantially as
deseribed.

DE L. SHEPLIE.

Witnesses:
GEORGE E. HENRY,
DAvID HALL RICE.




