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The present invention relates to a foldable or collapsible
counter. More particularly the present invention relates
to a foldable counter adapted for use as a portable bar
or the like.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
foldable or collapsible counter adapted for use as a port-
able bar or the like, which is inexpensive and simple to
manufacture, compact, easy to store, transport, and set
up. It is also an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a portable bar or the like which may be opened in
an accordion-like fashion from a compact, closed position
to an open position having a multiplicity of spacious
shelves. A further object of the present invention is to
provide a collapsible bar which may be mass produced
from easily made and inexpensive components. One fur-
ther object of the present invention is to provide a design
for a counter of the type described which may be fabri-
cated in a variety of sizes and of a variety of materials.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
a counter of the type described which is attractive in ap-
pearance, which, if desired, may be formed with improved
constructional features such as concealed seams and the
like.

These and other objects of the present invention may
be more clearly understood from a consideration of the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the front of a preferred
embodiment of the present invention when fully opened.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the rear of the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 1 when fully opened;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the rear of the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 1 when partially closed or folded;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the rear of the em-
bodiment shown in FIG. 1, somewhat more closed than
in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the front of the em-
bodiment of FIG. 1, showing one half of the bar fully
closed; and,

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the front of the embodi-
ment of FIG. 1, showing the invention in a fully closed
position.

The present invention is designed to be fabricated of
plywood, resin impregnated wood panels or like material,
together with standard type hardware, such as hinges and
casters.

In the preferred embodiment illustrated, the bar is
formed with a counter 1, facing surface 2, ends 3 and
shelves 4. In an unfolded position the counter 1, as illus-
trated in FIGS. 1 and 2 lies in a horizontal plane. The
facing surface 2 lies in a vertical plane, with this facing
surface 2 extending downwardly from the forward edge
of the counter 1, The ends 3 are positioned at the ends
of the facing surface 2 and extend downwardly from and
normal to the counter 1. The shelves 4 are positioned
parallel and in spaced relation to the counter 1, with the
shelves extending rearwardly from the facing surface.

The facing surface 2 is formed of two pairs of facing
panels 5. Each facing panel is vertically oriented and
is hinged at its adjacent side edge 6 to the other panel
5 forming the pair. Preferably these panels are hinged
by means of concealed hinges so that these hinges may not
be seen from the front of the bar as illustrated in FIG. 1.

Each pair of facing panels are secured to a center fac-
ing strip with the innermost vertical edges 7 of each pair
hinged preferably to the strip 8 by concealed hinges.
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The facing surface 2 may be folded from the position
illustrated in FIG. 6 through the stages illustrated in FIGS.
3,4 and 5.

The counter 1 comprises a center counter panel 9 and
two end panels 10, hinged to the center counter panel 9
along adjacent edges 12. The center counter panel 9 is
secured to the top of and is normal to a center panel 13.
The center panel 13 is secured to the rear surface of and
is normal to the center facing strip 8.

At the outermost side edges of the end panels forming
the facing surface are end panels 17. These énd panels
17 are pivotally hinged, preferably by concealed hinges
along adjacent edges 18 to the panels 5. The end panels
and facing panels 5 are preferably of the same height.
The end panels 17 are adapted to fold from an unfolded
position in which they are normal to the facing panel to a
folded position in which they are substantially parallel
and facing the facing panels 5.

The shelves 4 comprise upper shelves 15 and lower
shelves 16. Upper shelves 15 are hinged along one edge
20 to the inner surface 19 of the end panels 17. These
upper shelves 15 are adapted to fold from a folded position
in which they are in face to face relation to the inner
surface 19 of the end panels to an unfolded position in
which they are paralle] with the unfolded position of the
counter 1. The edges of the shelves 15 opposite the
hinged shelves are engageable with the counter panel by
suitable means, such as a lock or the like.

The lower shelves 16 are pivotally hinged along one
edge to the center panel 13 by suitable hinge means.
These lower shelves are adapted to fold from an unfolded
position parallel to the unfolded counter to a folded posi-
tion parallel to and adjacent the center panel 13, as illus-
trated in FIG. 4.

In the arrangement illustrated, the center facing strip
8 should be wider than the thickness of the center panel
13 by the thickness of the lower shelves and facing panels,
so that in its folded position these components can be flat
behind the center facing strip. Preferably the end panels
17 are cut on their upper portion aiong a bias 22, terminat-
ing below the end counter panels 10. If desired, locks
for securing the end panels 17 to the end counter panels
10 may be provided for use when the bar is in its unfolded
position. The center panel 13 may be provided with a
cut-out section 25 adapted to permit articles to be moved
more readily from one section to another.

The bar may be made portable by a plurality of casters
26 secured in pairs to the bottom edges of the end panels
and center panel.

What is claimed is:

1. A foldable portable counter or bar comprising,

a plurality of pairs of vertically oriented facing panels
with the panels within each pair hinged together along
vertical adjacent edges,

means hinging at least two of said pairs along vertical
edges of said facing panels o a common center
portion,

whereby said plurality of pairs of panels are adapted to
form a continuous facing surface in an unfolded posi-
tion and a plurality of substantially parallel panels
in a folded position,

a center panel extending vertically and rearwardly from
said center portion and secured thereto,

end panels pivotally hinged to the outer-most edges of
the outer-most of said facing panels,

and a counter comprising a center counter panel and a
pair of end counter panels hinged to said center
counter panel at adjacent edges,

said center counter panel secured over said center por-
tion with said end counter panels adapted to extend
over said end panels and rearwardly from said fac-
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ing panels when said counter is in an unfolded posi-
tion.

2. A structure as set forth in claim 1 having shelves,

a plurality of upper shelves and lower shelves,

pivotally secured to said end panels and center panel
and adapted to be moved from a folded position paral-
lel with said center panel to an unfolded position
parallel and in spaced relation to said counter when
said counter is unfolded.

3. A structure as set forth in claim 2,

wherein said shelves project rearwardly in an unfolded
position from said facing surface,

said upper shelves are pivotally secured to said end
panels, and said lower shelves are pivotally secured
to said center panel.
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4. A device as set forth in claim 2, wherein said center
panel is formed with a cut-out section in its upper portion
above said upper shelves in an unfolded position.

5. A device as set forth in claim 2, wherein said center
panel and said end panels are provided with casters.

6. A device as set forth in claim 2, wherein said facing
panels, said end panels and said center panel are all of
substantially the same width.
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