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To all whom +t may concern:

Be it known that we, Gusrave Krizeer
and Wirzam K. Tarraan, respectively of
Brooklyn, city and State of New York, and

5 of Jersey City and State of New Jersey,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Life-Preservers, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact specifica-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the

10 art to which it appertains to make and use
the same. ~

Our invention relates particularly to those
life preservers which are adapted to encircle
the neck of the wearer with a view to raising

15 the center of buoyancy of the person to
whom the life preserver is applied and avoid
the danger of that person capsizing or be-
coming overturned when floating with the
life preserver in the water. A serious dis-

20 advantage of life preservers of this type has
heretofore existed in as much as the head of
the wearer was not borne by the life pre-
server sufficiently high, and in rough water
there was danger of the wearer becoming se-

25 riously inconvenienced by the spray and
breaking waves. We attain this end by pro-
viding at the front and back of the life pre-
server tapering elongated buoyant members
extending well down along the trunk below

80 the arm pits and other buoyant members
of a length equal to the breadth of the
shoulders and which are designed to lie over
the shoulders in such a manner that they will
in no way interfere with the free movement

35 of the arms of the wearer. In addition to
this, we hold the life preserver in place by
means of a tape or tapes which pass the
elongated members at the back and front and
under the arm pits of the wearer thus draw-

40 ing the elongated sections of the life pre-
server tightly against the body and prevent-
ing them from raising in the water and
striking the head of the wearer or otherwise

* interfering with his movements.

45  Qur invention involves various other fea-
tures of importance and all will be fully set
forth hereinafter and particularly pointed
out in the claims.

Reference is had to the accompanying

50 drawings which illustrate, as an example,
one manner of embodying the various fea-
tures of our invention, in which drawings,

Trigure 1 is a perspective view showing the
life preserver in use; IFig. 2 is a plan view
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of the life preserver spread out flat; and
lliig. 3-is a detail section on the line 3—3 of
fig. 2.

The life preserver as here shown is con-
structed of a canvas or other flexible fabric
body sheet @, the marginal form of which
corresponds to the general outline of the life
preserver as shown in Fig. 2, that is to say,
elongated at the back and front and com-
paratively narrow intermediate these points
in accordance with the width of the shoul-
ders of a normal adult or other person to
whom the life preserver may be adapted.

b indicates the buoyant bodies of the life
preserver which may be and preferably are
of cork although other materials and air may
be employed if desired. These buoyant
bodies are all of them tapering and at the
front and back they are considerably elon-
gated and increased in size, their lower
portions being broader and more massive
than the wupper portions. The buoyant
bodies & are inclosed in individual cas-
ings ¢ which are spaced from each other fo
give the life preserver entire flexibility and
stitched or otherwise secured to the body
sheet . |

To the elongated casings ¢ at the front and
rear are secured tape guides d which may be
of any desired construction and are located
on the outer or top sides of the casings.
Through these tape guides one or more tapes
¢ ave passed. The drawings show a single
tape which is preferable for its simplicity.
The life preserver is applied to the shoulders
of the wearer in the manner shown in Fig.
1 in which the short blocks lie on top of the
shoulders and the long blocks at the back
and front projecting down well below the
shoulder blades and arm pits. The tape is
passed under the arm pits and over the
elongated blocks at the back and front and
tied In front as shown. This draws down
on the whole structure holding it snugly on

| the shoulders and it also exerts an inward

pressure clamping the elongated blocks or
bedies against the trunk of the wearer and
lowering the center of buoyancy to over-
come the disadvantage which I have hereto-
fore pointed out.

The device as thus constructed in no way
hinders the motions of the wearer and may
be worn by persons engaged in the ordinary
duties aboard vessels without hindrance of
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any sort. When so applied in event of the
wearer taking the water the device will bear
the wsvearer’s head well above the surface
leaving the body submerged and thus main-
taining the wearer in the safest possible po-
sition both for swimming and resting on
the surface of the water.

Having thus described our invention, What
we claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States is:

1. A life preserver adapted to encircle the
neck of the wearer and having a number of
comparatively short buoyant bodies adapted
to lie over the shoulders of the wearer and
elongated buoyant members at the back and
front adapted to project down well along
the trunk of the wearer and a strap engag-
ing said -elengated buoyant bodies at “the
back and front and passing under the arm
pits of the wearer to hold the life preserver
n place

A life preserver having a number of
buoymt bodies adapted to lie over the shoul-
ders of the wearer and other elongated buoy-
ant bodies adapted to project down along
the trunk of the wearer at the back and

~front and a strap passing outside of said

elongated buoyant bodies and under the arm
pits of the wearer to hold the life preserver
m place.

3. A life preserver having a number of

929,313

buoyant bodies adapted to lie over the shoul-

ders of the wearer and other and elongated
buoyant bodies adapted to extend down-
ward along the trunk of the wearer at the
back and front to a point below the arm pits
and means for holding the life preserver in

. place

4. A life preserver lmwng a body sheet of
flexible material of a form corresponding
substantially to the marginal form of the

life preserver, a series of independent cas-

ings containing bucy%nt bodies and secured
to the upper side of said body sheet, other
clongated casings containing buoyant bodles
also secured to the upper “ide of the said
body sheet at the back and front respec-
tively, the casings being individual and
spaced from each other to allow free rela-
tive movement, means for holding the life
preserver in phce, such means comprising a
strap attached to the elongated casings on
the outer side thereof and passing under the
arm pits of the wearer,

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

GUSTAVE KRIEGER.
WILLIAM K. TALLMAN.
Witnesses:
W. H. Minuisey,
W. V. Travis.
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