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(57) Abstract: [Problem] To provide an inkjet printer capable of appropriately performing printing on a tapered outer peripheral sur-
face of a bar member. [Solution] An inkjet printer 10 is characterized by being provided with: a member holding mechanism 50 for
holding a bar member 190, on an outer peripheral surface 190a of which printing is to be performed by means of an inkjet head cap -
able of performing the printing in a direction indicated by an arrow 10b; an inclination adjustment mechanism 100 capable of adjust-
ing the inclination of the member holding mechanism 50 about an axis 112a perpendicular to a direction in which the bar member
190 extends, so that the amount of change, in the direction indicated by the arrow 10b, in a gap between an ink discharge surface of
the inkjet head and the outer peripheral surface 190a does not exceed a specific level; and a horizontal adjustment mechanism 130
capable of adjusting the position of the inclination adjustment mechanism 100 so that the direction in which the axis 112a extends is
perpendicular to both a direction of ink discharge, indicated by an arrow 10a, from the discharge surface, and the direction indicated
by the arrow 10b.
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Claims are classified into the following three inventions.

(Invention 1) claims 1-3

Claims 1-3 have the special technical feature of “an inkjet printer
providedwith: an inkjet head formed with an ejection surface for ejecting
ink and capable of moving in a specific direction to perform printing
with ink in the specific direction; a member holding mechanism for holding
a bar member for which the printing is performed by the inkjet head on
at least apart of an outer peripheral surface thereof; a first adjustment
mechanism capable of adjusting the inclination of the member holding
mechanism about a specific axis orthogonal to a direction in which the
bar member extends, so that the amount of change, inthe specificdirection,
of a gap between the ejection surface and the outer peripheral surface
becomes not more than a specific level; and a second adjustment mechanism
capable of adjusting the position of the first adjustment mechanism so
that the direction in which the specific axis extends becomes orthogonal
to both a discharge direction of the ink from the ejection surface and
the specific direction”. Accordingly, the claims are classified into
Invention 1.

(Invention 2) claims 4-6

Claims 4-6 have the common technical feature with claims 1-3 classified
into Invention 1 of “an inkjet printer comprising an inkjet head which
is moved in a specific direction and which performs printing with ink,
and a member holding mechanism for holding a bar member for which the
printing is performed by the inkjet head on at least a part of an outer
peripheral surface thereof”.

However, the above-salid technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make acontributionover thepriorart inthe light of the contents disclosed
in the document 6 (particularly, paragraphs 0036-0038 and fig. 3) which
is cited in this international search report.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between claims 4-6 and claim 1.

In addition, claims 4-6 are not dependent on claim 1.

Further, claims 4-6 have no relationship such that these claims are
substantially same as or equivalent to anyclaimclassified into Invention
1.

(Invention 3) claims 7-11

Claims 7-11 have the common technical feature with claim 1 classified
intoInventionlandclaimé4 classifiedinto Invention2of “inkjetprinting
with ink on an outer peripheral surface of a bar member”.

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make acontributionover thepriorart inthe light of the contents disclosed
in the document 6 (particularly, paragraphs 0036-0038 and fig. 3) which
is cited in this international search report.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between claims 7-11 and claim 1 or 4.

In addition, claims 7-11 are not dependent on either claim 1 or claim
4.

Further, claims 7-11 have no relationship such that these claims are
substantially same as or equivalent to anyclaimclassified into Invention
1 or 2.
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