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This invention relates to an accessory for a shoe, and
the principal object of the invention resides in the pro-
vision of an attachment to a shoe or similar footwear,
said attachment facilitating the placement of the foot
into the shoe or other footwear and acting in the nature
of a shoehorn, said attachment preferably being attached
to the shoe as to the sock liner.

A further object of the invention resides in the provi-
sion of the shoe attachment acting as a shoehorn as above
described which includes a gauging or positioning mem-
ber conforming in general to a certain portion of the
area of the insole of the shoe, particularly in the heel por-
tion thereof, said gauging member being adapted to be
flatly secured to the sock liner or to the insole by adhe-
sive, and having a flexible shochorn member secured
thereto at the shank of the shoe and adapted to be pulled
up to be engaged by the heel of a person’s foot as it is
about to be placed in the shoe, and moving downwardly
with the foot and acting as a shoehorn in placing the foot
in the shoe.

This invention represents an improvement over United
States Patent #3,014,288 issued December 26, 1961 and
refers in general to means for positioning the attach-
ment in the shoe in a correct location particularly with
respect to the heel of the shoe, including gauging or posi-
tioning means to be placed in the shoe particolarly in
the heel and shank area thereof, so as to locate the ac-
cessory in the correct relation with respect to the counter
to facilitate the addition of the attachment to the shoe
and to improve the action thereof.

The invention further relates to arrangements and com-
binations of parts which will be hereinafter described and
more particularly set forth in the appended claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying drawings,
in which

FIG. 1 is a vertical sectional view taken through a
shoe with a form of the novel attachment applied thereto
and showing the foot being inserted in the shoe;

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 showing a modifica-
tion;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the form of the
invention shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing the form of the
invention shown in FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 is an edge view of another modification, and

FIG. 6 is a bottom plan view of the modification of
FIG. 5, looking in the direction of arrow 6.

Referring now to FIG. 1, there is shown what is a com-
pletely conventional shoe which has an upper at 16, an
outsole 12, a heel 14, and a counter 16, and it is to be
emphasized that the shoe is completely conventional and
may be of any well known construction such as Good-
year welt, vulcanized, stitched-down, moccasin, etc.

The accessory in the present case as shown in FIGS. 1
and 3 is shown as a member generally indicated at 18
which is in the general form of the insole of the shoe
to which the accessory is to be attached. This member
is preferably made of suitable thin material which may
be conveniently adhesively secured to the insole or the
sock liner already present in the shoe, and it has the shape
in general thereof having a forward toe portion 20 and
a rearward hee! portion 22, these being joined by an in-
termediate shank portion 24.

It is very convenijent to make the member 18 of a plas-
tic fabric or paper material which is provided at its under
side with a pressure-adhesive and also a protective cover
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member for the adhesive so that this protective cover
member merely has to be stripped off, the member 18 in-
serted into the shoe, and then pressed in position so
that it becomes substantially permanently adherent to
the sock liner or the insole. In this comnection it is to
be noted that the member 18 should substantially fit the
shoe and is preferably made in rights and lefts for this
purpose. In any event, it is to be particularly noted that
the heel portion at 22 should be placed to conform to
the rear of the shoe at the counter as it is only in this
way that the attachment to be described can be properly
positioned to act in its intended manner as is illustrated
in FIG, 1.

The attachment itself is indicated by the reference
numeral 26 and is made of a snitable material such
as leather, plastic, etc. It includes an elongated portion
28 and a tab at 30. The tab at 30 is made integrally
and it has a reduced waist area at 32 so that it is more
easily bent in this area and it also may be provided with
apertures 33 if desired to make it conform to the counter
more easily.

The part 18 which is generally shaped to fit the shoe
so that it will fit into the shoe in a pre-assembled loca-
tion therein may be cemented at the under side thereof
at the factory, or as stated above. The pressure-sensitive
adhesive coating with the cover would be generally sold
for mse in the after market, i.e., shoes already manufac-
tured and sold. 1In addition to the use of the holes 33
shown in the tab 30 for conforming to the counter it
is preferred that short slits as at 34 also be used to make
the fold line at 36 a little easier to manipulate especially
when the device is new.

At the forward end of the elongated portion 28, the
same is skived at the under side thereof and adhesive is
applied in the area indicated by the reference pumeral
38. The part 28 is permanently secured to member 18
which acts as a gauge to exactly locate the tab 30 in
the correct position as for instance as shown in FIG. i1
for proper and easy application of the device, and for
use as a permanent, built-in shoehorn.

Referring now to FIGS. 2 and 4, the construction in
this case is substantially the same but without the toe
piece at 28. In this case there is a heel portion gen-
erally indicated at 48 having a rounded rear edge 42
and at its forward edge it is cut off sharp at 44 with
a square edge to receive in secured relationship there-
to the skived forward edge at 46 of the elongated por-
tion 48 having the terminal tab at 50, the tab 50 and
the elongated portion 48 being the same or substantially
so as the respective parts at 28 and 30 in FIG. 3. Also,
holes or perforations 51 can be utilized as at 33.

Although the form of the invention shown in FIG. 3
will snugly fit the shoe for which it is made, the same
is true as to the form of the invention shown in FIG. 4
because the heel edge 42 can be applied to the counter
of the shoe. Therefore the user merely has to abut
the edge 42 against the inside of the shoe at the heel
against the counter area and the device is correctly posi-
tioned, so that if there is pressure-sensitive adhesive on
the bottom surface of the member 40, then all the user
has to do is to press this member down onto the sock
liner or the heel portion of the insole, and the same is
in the correct position. Hence, the member 46 is the
gauge by which the member 48 and tab 50 are correctly
positioned within the shoe, the same as in the FIG. 3 con-
struction except that the forward toe portion 3¢ mow
has been dispensed with. Here again adhesive can be pre-
applied to the bottom of the member 40 but it is mot
needed in the event that the device is to be applied
to the shoe at the factory, but only where it is to be
applied by the consumer himself,
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There is_provided a still further modification of the
invention wherein the gauge member is indicated at 52
in FIG. 5. This gauge member has permanently attached
- thereto in the area 54 the accessory member 56 which
. itself has an integral toe member 58 and tab 68. The
~member. 52 also has the rounded zear edge at 62 for
- positioning against the counter, and the toe member at
. 58 fits the shoe also.
The tab 60 is the same as above described with rela-
tion to-FIG. 3 at 30, preferably including holes or per-
. forations 61, and in this case it will be seen that the
accessory 56 presents a complete insole shaped portion
plus  tab, the-foot portion including the heel portion
. and the toe portion as well as the shank and conforming
‘in_general to the shoe, so that this member also provides
a gauge to be inserted in the shoe and pressure-sensitive
_adhesive can be used as 'well as other kinds of cement
at the factory as above described.
1t is pointed out that the materials used in the present
case can be of any convenient or suitable description such
_ as leather, imitation leather, plastic, etc. In most cases
the underlying portion at 18 in FIG. 3; 40 in FIG. 4,
and. 52 in FIG. 35 will be of relatively thin nature, but
nevertheless if necessary the parts can be skived where
“desired in order to form connections as at 38, 46 and 54
. which will not cause any discomfort to the foot.
In all cases there is provided by this invention a posi-
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tive gauge by which the tab at 30, 50 and 68 is posi-

. tively. positioned so. that it will operate correctly, pivot-

ing from the shank of the shoe adjacent the ball of the

. foot.so .that when the foot is pushed down (see FIGS.
1 and 2), the tabs will lie in correct position.

‘It is important that these gauges be utilized in order

- to_correctly. position: the accessory, both as to its point

of pivot in the sharnk of the shoe and as to its tab posi-

- tion at the rear or counter portion of the shoe, so that

it will operate smoothly and easily for the intended pur-

pose of assisting the wearer to assume the footwear.
Having thus described my invention and the advan-
_tages. thereof, I do mot wish to be limited to the details
: herein - disclosed; otherwise than as set forth in the
_ olaims, but what I claim is:
1. An attachment for a .shoe, said attachment com-
prising a flat gauging part, said gauging part having a
. portion thereof conforming to the shape of the sole. of
..the shoe. including the heel and the shank, said ganging

30

40

4

(=]}

4
part being adapted to be cemented in position with respect
to the shoe, and a movable, fiexible accessory secured
to said ganging part adjacent the shank area only thereof,
said accessory extending to the rear and being otherwise
free of the gauge part, the accessory normally extending
above the shoe counter and upon which the foot is adapt-
ed to be set in entering the shoe, the foot causing said
accessory to slide down and conform to the shape of the
counter, assisting the foot in entering the shoe, said gaug-
ing part including an arcuate rear edge that conforms
to and fits the corresponding portion of the heel of the
shoe to correctly locate the accessory with respect to
the counter portion of the shoe.

2. The attachment of claim 1 wherein the gauging
part is located and conforms only to the heel and shank
area of the shoe. ’

3. The attachment of claim 1 wherein said gauging
part extends thronghout the sole of the shoe.

4. The attachment of claim 1 wherein said gauging
part extends to the heel and shank portion only of the
shoe and there being «an integral, forwardly extending
toe portion .on the accessory, said forwardly extending
toe portion of the accessory and said gauging part to-
gether forming a gauge extending throughout the entire
sole of the shoe.

5. The attachment set forth in claim 1 wherein said
tab is perforated.

6. The attachment set forth in claim 1 wherein said
tab is perforated and including slits extending from said
tab into the body of the accessory.

7. The attachment set forth in claim 1 wherein said

. tab is perforated and including slits extending from said

tab into the body of the accessory, a consiricted waist
portion between the tab and the main body of the ac-
cessory, said inwardly extending slits extending from the
tab into the main body of the accessory at the waist to
aid in flexing of the tab as the foot descends into the
shoe.
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