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Claim. (Cl. 38-) 

This invention relates generally to the field 
of garment finishing and more particularly to 
Steam irons commonly employed in Such finish 
ing operations, the primary object being to pro 
Wide an attachment for conventional steam irons 
to adapt the Same for varied uses that would 
ordinarily require complicated and expensive 
riachinery and instrumentalities, 
Complicated and expensive Steam board and 

pressing machines are commonly used in the 
more difficult garnent finishing operations such 
as blocking of hats, glazing of fur coats, finishing 
collars and cuffs of garments generally, pressing 
peats and luring leather jackets and the like. 
While the ordinary steam iron is generally quite 
universally usable in fulfilling the ordinary rela 
tively simple garment finishing needs, it is not 
applicable in its common form for use in the 
more specialized garinent finishing fields where 
expertness is required, and special tools are 
needed. 
The most important object of the present in 

vention therefore, is to provide an attachment 
for steam irons that is capable when placed in 
use, of . performing the above mentioned more 
specialized garment finishing operations and in 
cluding as a part thereof, a Sole plate that inder 
lies the flat bottom face of the Steam iron When 
attached thereto and is provided with a number 
of perforations for receiving steam emanating 
from the iron itself. 
Another important object of the present in 

vention is to provide an attachment for Steam 
irons having a flat plate that underlies and is 
attached to the flat bottom face of the Steam 
iron, the sole plate being provided With an annu 
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lar rib, presenting a chamber for receiving the 
steam from the iron and directing the same to 
the perforations of the Sole plate. 
Other objects of the invention include the Way 

in which the plate is formed to adapt the same 
for use with particular types of garments; the 
way in which a fabric pad is renovably provided 
on the attachment; and the way in which a 
specially formed rack is provided for the con 
bined finisher to hoid the same in an inverted 
position ready for use. 
Many additional more minor objectS Will be 

made clear or become apparent during the course 
of the following specification, referring to the : 
accompanying drawing, Wherein: 
Figure 1 is a top perspective view of an electric 

steam iron showing the steam finisher attach 
ment forming the subject matter hereof, operably 
mounted thereon, 

4. 

55 

2 
Fig. 2 is a fragmentary, rear elevational view 

thereof, parts being broken away to reveal details 
of construction. 

Fig. 3 is a top perspective view of one form 
of Sole plate per Se. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary, detailed, cross-sectional 
view showing one end of the Sole plate and Steam 
O 
Fig. 5 is a detailed, fragmentary, Sectional view 

showing the opposite end of the sole plate and 
Stean iron. 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view showing a mounting 
bracket with the entire finishing assembly 
mounted thereon; and 

Fig. 7 is a WieW similar to that of Fig. 2 and 
illustrating a modified form of Sole plate. 
The conventional electric steam iron chosen 

for illustration, is broadly designated by the 
numeral O and includes a housing 2 that is 
closed by a base 4 having a flat, lowermost face 
6. Housing 2 is provided With a closed cham 

ber near the top wall thereof for receiving an 
electric heating element (not shown) that is in 
turn connected with an electric plug 8 extend 
ing into case 2 and forming a part of an elec 
trical conductor 20, A handle 22 is provided for 
the iron and extends upwardly from case 2. 
The aforementioned heating element is con 

'trolled through use of a conventional rheostat or 
the like (not shown), and having a manipulating 
knob 24 on the outermost face of housing 2 
below handle 22. An indicating dial 26 is inter 
posed between knob 24 and housing 2. Steam 
is directed into a Secondary, lowermost chamber 
28 within housing 2 directly above base 4 by 
means of a conduit. 30. 
A plurality of steam outlet openings 32 are 

formed in the base 4 of iron f. 
One form of garment finishing attachments of 

the present invention includes a flat Sole plate 34 
conforming substantially in shape to the base 4 
of iron 10 but having a slightly greater overall 
circumference. Sole plate 34 is provided with 
a substantially V-shaped, inwardly and upwardly 
extending flange 36 at the forwardnost end of 
plate 34 for overlapping the inclined marginal 
edge of base 4 in the manner illustrated in Fig. 4 
When plate 34 is attached to the iron f. 
An upturned flange 38 at the opposite end of 

plate 3A, receives a setScrew 40 that clamps tightly 
into a cavity 42 in base 4 for releasably hold 
ing plate 34 or iron 0 by forcing base 4 tightly 
against the flange 36. 
The sole plate 34 is provided with a plurality 

of Steam outlet openings 44 disposed entirely 
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within an upstanding annular rib 46 that is inte 
gral with the uppermost face of plate 34. Rib 46 
also encircles the openings 32 of base 4 when 
plate 34 is on iron O and as illustrated in Figs. 2, 
4 and 5, the uppermost edge of rib 46 bears di 
rectly against the flat face 6 of base 4, pre 
senting a hollow chamber 48 between the proX 
imal faces of base 4 and plate 34 and within 
the area, defined by rib 46. 
A pad 50 having a fabric covering 52, COverS 

the entire lowermost face of sole plate 34 and is 
held in place thereon by piping 54 and a take-up 
cord 56 that overlies the uppermost marginal 
edge of plate 34 that extends outwardly beyond 
the lowermost edge of base 4. 
A support for the finisher includes a baseboard 

58 having a pair of spaced U-shaped brackets 60 
mounted thereon. Steam iron to is placed upon 
the uppermost legs of the brackets 60 in an in 
verted position with the handle 22 extending be 
tween said legs when the finisher assembly is to 
be placed in use for such operations as blocking 
hats, 
A modified form of sole plate is illustrated in 

Fig. 7 of the drawing and is designated by the 
numeral 0. Plate OO is essentially the same 
as plate 34 with the exception that the same is 
relatively thick and provided with an arcuate, 
lowermost surface O2. 

Plate 30 is mounted upon the iron fo in the 
same manner as above described with respect to 
plate 34 and a chamber 04 between the proximal 
faces of plate OO and iron 0, collects steam 
emanating from iron 9 and directs the Same 
through outlet openings 08 in plate 90. 
Through the above described construction, 

there is presented a relatively inexpensive elec 
tric portable puff iron and luring pad that can 
be placed in use by inexperienced personnel to 
perform complicated garment finishing Opera 
tions with Speed and dispatch in much the same 
manner as is now possible through use of more 
expensive complicated equipment. 
When the assembly is mounted as illustrated 

in Fig. 6 of the drawing, the same can be effec 
tively used to block hats as Well as carrying out 
many other garment finishing operations. Either 
Wet or dry steam may be caused to pass through 
the pad 50 and its covering 52 by merely adjust 
ing the rheostat knob. 24. All of the steam that 
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4. 
passes outwardly through openings 32 will be 
collected in the chamber 48 and distributed 
evenly into the pad 50 through the outlet perfo 
rations 44 or 06 as the case may be. The various 
types of sole plates may be quickly and easily 
interchanged to suit the desires and needs of the 
operator and the attachment has no effect upon 
use of the iron O in the usual manner without 
the attachments hereof if desired. 
Since many details of construction of the at 

tachment may be varied in a number of Ways 
Without effecting the overal Spirit of the inve 
tion, it is desired to be limited only by the Scope 
of the appended claim. 

Having thus described the invention, what is 
claimed as new and desired to be secured by 
LetterSRatent is: 
In a steam finisher for fabrics, a steam iron 

having a fiat, Oval base provided with a plurality 
of steam outlet Openings; an Oval plate Con 
forming to the Oval contour of the base-and hav 
ing a flat top provided with an oval, upstanding 
rib and conforming to the Oval contour of the 
plate and spaced in Wardly from the peripheral 
edge of the plate, the top surface of the rib, and 
the botton surface. Of the base having comples 
mentary contours, said plate having a number 
of steam outlet openings Within the confines of 
Said rib; means for releasably-attaching the:plate 
to the iron With Said base resting Snugly on the 
rib to form a steam-tight contact, with the rib 
Surrounding the steam outlet openings of the 
base, and with the plate extending outwardly be 
yond the base throughout the periphery there 
of, said plate having a transversely convex bot 
ton face; a pad on said bottom face of the plate; 
and a covering for Saidpad, extending into over 
lapping relationship With the marginal edge of 
Said flat top of the plate in Spaced relationship 
to the coval periphery of the base. 

CARL W. ROBERTS. 
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